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Inter-Political Party Tension in The Gambia Ahead of Local Government Election in April 

and May 2018 

  

INCIDENT PROFILE 

On Thursday, January 4th, 2018, the Interim Leader of Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation 

and Construction (APRC), Fabakary Tombong Jatta and some party stalwarts embarked on a 

nationwide tour to mobilize support as the Local Government election draws near. Almost 

at the end of the planned tour, the APRC claimed that residents of Mankamang Kunda,1 

Upper River Region, attacked their convoy and three members (1 female and 2 males) 

sustained injuries and were admitted at the Brikama Health Centre. The APRC party 

leadership denied inciting violence and said their supporters exercised restraints to avoid 

escalating the tension.2 

Similar incidents were reported on Wednesday, January 10th, 2018, in Brikama and 

Busumbala in the West Coast Region between supporters of the United Democratic Party 

(UDP) and the APRC party3. In Brikama, a woman in her 40s was injured and an 80-year-old 

man was also beaten in his premises allegedly by supporters of the APRC and four vehicle 

windscreens were damaged. Media reports also indicate that various party supporters were 

                                                           
1 Mankamang Kaunda – the village of current President Adama Barrow. 
2 SMBC News (Accessed January 10th, 2018) 
3 Allgambianews.com (Accessed January 12th, 2018) 

Demographic Analysis  

• The Gambia has a population size of about 1.9 million with the Mandinkas constituting the 
highest percentage of about 42% of the population. 

• Brikama is the administrative headquarter/capital of the West Coast Region and has a 
population size of 699,704. Busumbala and Yundum are in the Brikama Area Council with 
predominantly Mandinka communities that were branded as opposition by the former 
APRC regime.  

• Basse is the administrative headquarter/capital of Upper River Region and has a total 
population size of 239,916. It is predominantly a Fula and Sarahule community.  

• Mankamang Kunda (a village in Basse) is the home town of President Adama Barrow.  

• Political parties are allowed by the Independent Electoral Commission to conduct political 
activities ahead of the Local Government election schedule for 12th April and 12th May, 
2018, subject to approval by the police. 



 

 2 

heard using violent communication, threatening remarks and mounted road bocks in search 

of political opponents. In Yundum (a village next to Busumbala), irate youth with red head 

bands were seen brandishing sticks, iron rods, rocks, hammers, cutlasses and knives on the 

roadside.4  

ANALYSIS 
 

The apparent inter-party clashes in the Gambia is worrisome and increases tension ahead of 

the country’s Local Government election slated for 12th April and 12th May 2018. The recent 

spate of political intolerance and disregard for the rule of law by youth has sparked fear 

among local people. Even though the incidents have been widely and strongly condemned 

by Government and Gambians within and outside of the country, more needs to be done to 

address the growing trend of politically motivated violence that has potential to spiral into 

other regions of the country. Gambia has a chequered political history and the already 

existing tribal misconceptions5 which are structural conflict factors, could be triggered by 

such political tensions.  

MECHANISM FOR INTERVENTION 
 

The Gambian Military Police has been deployed to restore law and order, while the Office of 

the Inspector General of Police has suspended all permits granted to political parties to 

engage in political activities.6 

The WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) structure will continue to monitor the 

incidents with keen interest and provide updates as the issues unfold.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) should empower the Inter-Party 

Committee (IPAC) to constructively work together to promote political dialogue, 

tolerance and non-violent communication in the lead up to the April and May 2018 

Local Government election. 

• The IPAC should engage the leadership of political parties to commit to their 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in order to promote political tolerance and 

non-violence and effect sanctions on any party that violates the provisions of the 

MOU.  

• The police should expedite investigations into the recent political fracas and bring 

the culprits under the full force of the law. The Police should also provide adequate 

security for political party tours/activities and similar events in the future.  

                                                           
4 Ibid 
5 Tribal misconceptions that the former APRC regime was Jola dominated, while the current UDP is perceived  
to be a Mandinka led and dominated party.  
6 Source: Statement Issued by the Office of the Inspector General of Police on the 11th January 2018.  
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• The Police should be more proactive and quick to respond, to ensure violence is 

contained and the scale of escalation is limited. Deployment of Police personnel to 

the conflict scenes must also commensurate with the scale of the conflict. 

• The media (print, broadcast and social media) should report accurately with conflict 

sensitive lens on facts and not assumptions. They should also desist from sensational 

journalism which further heightens ongoing tensions. 

 


