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eu cil ad ein Pg  r R ofe  sla pitio hsnWANEP is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded in 1998 in response to civil wars that 

plagued West Africa in the late 1980s.  We place special focus on collaborative approach, working 

alongside major actors, particularly governments, intergovernmental bodies and women in a bid to 

establish a platform for dialogue, experience sharing and learning, thereby complementing efforts at 

ensuring sustainable peace and development.  
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OVERVIEW OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN 
WEST AFRICA:

Human security in West Africa continues to face myriad of 
threats including violent extremism, Ebola disease, 
communal conflicts and high cost of living with devastating 
humanitarian, material, financial and psychological 
consequences. 

Mano River Region: The outbreak of Ebola Fever early in 
the year especially in Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Mali 
claimed many lives and poses a serious risk of becoming 
widespread due to porous borders with devastating 
consequences on a region with limited medical facilities. 
According to reports from the World Health Organization, 
an estimated 467 people have died out of 759 reported 

cases in the three countries¹.  

Ghana: the decline of the Cedi against the dollar from 2.75 
in April to 3.15 as at June 30 leading to indiscriminate hike in 
prices of goods and services has greatly affected the 
general standard of living of Ghanaians. This prompted 
n a t i o n w i d e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t a g g e d  “ O c c u p y 
Flagstaff/Ghana” by a group known as 'Concerned 
Ghanaians for Responsible Governance' to draw 
government's attention to the plight of Ghanaians 
following these increments. In another development, 
targeted killings have pitted communities in the northern 
region against each other with reprisal attacks leading to 
loss of lives and properties while persistent cases of illegal 
mining has claimed the lives of several locals in mining 
accidents.

Guinea Bissau: electoral tensions were witnessed in the 
pre and post elections phase in Guinea Bissau, which took 
place on April 13 and May 18 respectively in what was 
regarded as a major platform for the restoration of 
constitutional rule. The tension heightened with the 
sudden demise of Kumba Yala, founder of the Party for 
Social Renewal (PRS), and a key player in Guinea Bissau 
political terrain, especially the perception among some 
segments of the citizenry that he may have been killed. 

However, the tension seems to have abated with the 
unanimous acceptance of the results and the inauguration 
of the elected president and prime minister.

Mali: Tuareg rebels launched fresh offensives in Kidal 
during a visit by Prime Minister Moussa Mara to the town 
on May 18 killing about 39 people including soldiers and 
holding 23 others hostage. The attack is attributed to an 
alleged refusal of the government to honor and implement 
the recommendations and road maps adopted at the 
Ouagadougou Peace Accord in June 2013. However, 
another peace accord have been signed by the Movement 
of National Liberation of the Azawads (MNLA), High Council 
for the Unity of Azawad (HCUA) and the Arab Movement of 
Azawad (MAA) at Algiers, Algeria on June 9th, where the 
parties have affirmed their commitment to dialogue with 
the government. In view of concerns over the fragile 
security in the northern region and continuing activities of 
terrorist organisations in the Sahel, the United Nations on 
June 25 adopted a resolution to extend the mandate of 
MINUSMA till June 30, 2015.

Nigeria: violent extremism and agro-pastoralist conflicts 
continue to be on the rise with almost a daily attack on 
communities, government and private facilities in 
Northern Nigeria including the spate of bombings in Abuja, 
the Federal Capital territory and the seat of government 
with wanton destruction on lives and properties. Most 
worrisome is the abduction of about 270 schoolgirls on 
April 14 from a Government Girls Secondary School in 
Chibok Community of Borno State. The situation has 
generated international and local outcry, with series of 
demonstrations globally in solidarity for the release of the 
girls. As parts of concerted efforts to crack down on the 
insurgents, rescue the girls and secure its territorial borders 
given the growing linkage between the extremists, leaders 
of Nigeria, Cameroon, Benin, Chad and Niger met in France 
in May and pledged to share intelligence and coordinate 
action against the group.

WEST AFRICA NETWORK FOR PEACEBUILDING

¹Wikipedia.org/2014 Ebola Outbreak in West Africa
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

CAPACITY AND INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING

WANEP STAFF PARTICIPATES IN PEACE AND SECURITY 
IN AFRICA (PASA)
As part of efforts to continuously enhance the capacity of 
staff, four staff of WANEP comprising two from the Regional 
Secretariat and one each from National Network 
Secretariats of Cote d'Ivoire and Sierra Leone participated 
in Phase II of PASA in Sweden from May 3 to 24, 2014 
alongside participants from other regional organisations in 
Africa including AU and ECOWAS. 

PASA is  f inanced by the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and organized by 
the Department of Peace and Conflict Resolution of the 
Uppsala University and ACCORD. It is designed to increase 
participant's knowledge on issues relating to peace and 
security in Sub-Sahara Africa and enhance the capacity of 
regional organisations to prevent, manage and resolve 
armed conflict.

TRAINING ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES
 WANEP program staff participated in the pilot training for 
capacity development in Evaluations and Analytical 
Services (EAS) at Benin and Ghana in May and June 
respectively. The training was organized by The Mitchel 
Group, TMG in collaboration with the University of 
Pittsburg and supported by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The training is 
designed specifically to enhance local capacity of first-tier 
NGO and research partner organisations on monitoring and 
evaluation with emphasis on qualitative and quantitative 
approaches. 

WEST AFRICA WARNING AND RESPONSE 
NETWORK (WARN)

NEWS MANAGERS RETRAINED IN SUPPORT OF 
ECOWARN
As part of efforts to reinforce the National Early Warning 
Systems (NEWS) for effective operationalization of the 
ECOWAS Early Warning System (ECOWARN), a capacity 
building workshop to retrain the NEWS Managers of the 15 
ECOWAS member states held at Koforidua, Ghana from 
May 27 to 28, 2014. 

The training which had in attendance 33 participants 
comprising 9 females and 24 males provided a platform to 
appraise the NEWS Managers, identify areas of support 

needed and strengthen their capacity to provide quality 
management of the NEWS portal. It also allowed 
participants to reach a consensus on how to enhance the 
NEWS Portal by adding new features such as upload of 
images and attachments to facilitate easy and better 
analysis of qualitative, statistical and quantitative data. 

NATIONAL CONFLICT ANALYSTS RETRAINED IN 
SUPPORT OF ECOWARN
A retraining workshop for National Conflict Analysts from 
the 15 ECOWAS member states held at Koforidua, Ghana 
from May 29 to 30, 2014 for 30 participants comprising 21 
males and 9 females. The workshop was specifically to 
further enhance the knowledge and skills of participants on 
the elements, processes and dimensions of conflict 
prevention and mitigation, appraise the analysts on their 
assigned roles and responsibilities and assess progress 
made since the last training in August 2013.

The training presented an opportunity to identify areas of 
support required to ensure regular and detailed analysis, 
and empower the Analysts to provide technical support to 
the ECOWAS Early Warning Directorate (EWD) in order to 
ensure that the quality of early warning products 
submitted to the President of ECOWAS Commission has 
National ownership. 
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Participants at the Training

Group discussions during the Training
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NON-VIOLENCE AND PEACE EDUCATION

TRAINING OF TRAINERS FOR SCHOOL PERSONNEL IN 
BURKINA FASO
As part of efforts to integrate Peace Education in schools, 
WANEP conducted a training of trainers' workshop for 
teachers and supervisors drawn from 15 pilot schools in 
Burkina Faso. Prior to this training, WANEP had earlier 
conducted an orientation exercise for Directors and 
Superv isors  f rom the se lected schools  on the 
implementation of the Peace Education Guide. In the spirit 
of continuity and to ensure collective ownership, the school 
directors and supervisors nominated the teachers who 
participated in the TOT.

The training covered such topics as the concept of conflict, 
peace, mediation and managing diversity. It clearly 
outlined the various steps in setting up peer mediation in 
schools and provided opportunity for the teachers to 
develop creative action plans on how to inculcate these 
modules into their timetable.

A key outcome of the training was the commitment by the 
Director of Curriculum Development in the Burkina Faso 
Ministry of Education who was present at the opening 
ceremony to lead in piloting the peace education project in 
the 15 selected schools especially as his department is 
currently undertaking a review of the curriculum.

WOMEN IN PEACEBUILDING 

WANEP HOLDS EXPERIENCE SHARING CONFERENCE 
ON UNSCR 1325
A Regional Experience Sharing Conference on the 
development and implementation of UNSCR 1325 under 
the theme “UNSCR 1325 in West Africa: Women in Dialogue 
and Mediation” held in Lagos, Nigeria on April 2 and 3, 
2014. Gender experts across the ECOWAS region including 
the Ghana Deputy Minister for Gender, children and social 
protection, Hon Benita Okiti-Duah attended the meeting 
which aimed to share experiences on the development or 
the implementation of UNSCR 1325, and the status of 
women in mediation in the various countries. 

The forum was used to validate the two researches 
conducted by WANEP in collaboration with ECOWAS on the 
status of women mediators in West Africa and the status of 
the implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 
1325 with the sole aim of deepening debate on the need for 
Women at the Peace Table. Specific outcomes of the 
conference were that it opened up avenues for effective 
collaboration and partnership between the gender 
ministries and CSOs in the implementation of the National 

Action Plan on UNSCR 1325 in the 15 ECOWAS member 
states.

EXPERTS MEETING ON GENDER CONFLICT ANALYSIS 
TOOLKIT

Gender Experts comprising 11 females and 4 males across 
West Africa convened in Accra, Ghana from June 5 to 6, 
2014 to develop a simple tool for analyzing the gender 
dimensions of conflict to determine its effects on both men 
and women in order to fashion out appropriate strategies 
for effective intervention. 

The forum was premised by the identification of a major 
gap in the existing conflict analysis frameworks, which 
hinders the delineation of the specific impacts of conflicts 
on women and as such often causes backlash and harm. 
Outcome of the meeting is the development of two tools 
“The Brick and The Scale” which incorporates gender 
dimensions to conflict analysis and will be pilot tested 
during training sessions as well as in real conflict situations 
in Anglophone and Francophone countries for credibility 
and reliability. Constructive criticisms and feedback from 
the pilot exercise will be utilized to enrich the tool prior to 
eventual adoption. 

TRAINING ON MONITORING AND EVALUATION FOR 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSCR 1325 
As part of concerted efforts to ensure effective 
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implementation of the United Nations Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 in West Africa, the West Africa 
Network for Peacebuilding, WANEP in collaboration with 
the Kofi Anan International Peacekeeping Training Centre, 
KAIPTC held a three-day training on Monitoring and 
Evaluation for participants from the 15 ECOWAS member 
states, from June 18 to 20, 2014 in Accra, Ghana.

The training was aimed at equipping participants with basic 
M & E skills including the concept of result based 
management and its importance in tracking progress of 
implementation of UNSCR 1325. The training also exposed 
participants to the use of indicators in contextualizing 
UNSCR 1325 implementation in their respective countries. 
Findings from a baseline survey earlier conducted by 
WANEP in collaboration with ECOWAS revealed that 
although most West African countries have developed the 
national action plans for the implementation of UNSCR 
1325, yet, progress in this regard is still very slow. 

C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O O R D I N AT I O N  A N D 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE (CSDG)

GHANA 2012 ELECTIONS LESSONS LEARNED 
WORKSHOP
The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding, WANEP, in line 
with its commitment to providing platforms for regular 
exchange of ideas on peace and conflict management held 
a lessons learned forum on April 2, 2014 to identify 
strategies, best practices and lessons from the conduct of 
Ghana's 2012 elections in preparation for the 2016 
elections. WANEP is committed to promoting cooperative 
responses to violent conflicts and West Africa's socio-
cultural values as resources for peacebuilding.

The workshop brought together 22 stakeholders 
comprising (13 women and 9 men) including Traditional 
Leaders, Queen Mothers, Civil Society and representatives 
of the Electoral Commission of Ghana, The Ghana Police 
Service and the National Peace Council. These stakeholders 
contributed significantly to promoting peace during the 
2012 elections in collaboration with WANEP under the 
STAR-Ghana supported project entitled; Transforming the 
Culture of Political Violence: Building Capacity for 
Response. The lessons learned forum was a platform to 
share success stories, lessons and challenges and proffer 
strategies for sustaining peace in order to ensure peaceful 
elections in 2016.

WANEP AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY PANEL ON 
HUMAN SECURITY IN MALI
Ms. Oulie Keita, board member WANEP Mali, represented 
the organization at the UN General Assembly Panel held on 

WEST AFRICA NETWORK FOR PEACEBUILDING

June 18, 2014 to debate on the human security situation in 
Mali. Ms. Keita who spoke on the role of civil society re-
emphasized WANEP's support to addressing issues of 
human security in Mali through its early warning 
mechanism in collaboration with ECOWAS which allows for 
effective data gathering and analysis of conflict in the 
region and proffers options for response.

WANEP's recommendations to major partners and key 
stakeholders including the Government of Mali, civil 
society, the international community, the United Nations 
and all member states formed part of response to the third 
report of the UN Secretary-General and the post-2015 
development framework of the General Assembly's Human 
Security Resolution. 

In its quest to contribute to a peaceful and sustainable 
solution to the crisis, WANEP in collaboration with the 
Human Security Collective is implementing a human 
security project in Mali. The project lays emphasis on 
dialogue and calls for the active involvement of the Malian 
people as drivers of change in finding lasting solutions to 
the crisis.

WANEP HOLDS REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS ON 
AFRICAN PEACE AND SECURITY ARCHITECTURE 
(APSA)
In recognition of WANEP's role as the leading peacebuilding 
organization in West Africa with expertise in peace and 
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conflict management, the West Africa Network for 
Peacebuilding, WANEP on the request of the African Union 
and with support from the governments of Austria, 
Denmark and Sweden, held a two-day consultative meeting 
as part of the yearlong celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the Organization for African Union/African Union, and 
the 10th anniversary of the Peace and Security Council 
(PSC) of the Union.
The Meeting held from May 14 to 15, 2014 under the 
theme; “Perspectives of African Civil Society on the Peace 
and Security Architecture, APSA of the African Union,” and 
brought together participants from the academia, civil 
society, development partners and the media as a platform 
to enhance the interaction of the PSC and APSA with non-
state actors to contribute and review the mechanisms and 
documents of AU. Participants deliberated on modalities to 
promote partnership and collaboration between the 
African Union, Regional Economic Communities, States and 
Non-state Actors for the full operationalization of APSA and 
assessed the relationship between the AU and these actors 
at policy and operational levels. Discussions also centered 
on the current peace and security challenges in West Africa 
and the available options for response amidst obvious 
difficulties.
Following on this, WANEP was nominated to present the 
consolidated report of the regional consultations at the 
opening session of the African Union Peace and Security 
Commission, (PSC) held on May 25, 2014 at the AU 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The report will 
inform the participation of CSOs and other non-state actors 
in the implementation of Africa Peace and Security 
Architecture, (APSA) in the next decade.

WANEP RECOGNIZED AS TOP DEFENCE AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY THINK TANK
In the quarter under review, the University of Pennsylvania 
under its Think Tank and Civil Society Program recognized 
WANEP as a Top Defense and National Security Think Tank 
in the Institution's 2013 Global Think Tank Index Report. 
This honor once again reaffirmed WANEP's position as a 
leading peacebuilding civil society organization in West 
Africa with significant contributions to the promotion of 
peace and security in the region. The Global Think Tank 
Index developed in 2007 ranks the world's leading think 
tanks in a variety of categories with the goal to increase the 
profile and performance of think tanks and raise public 
awareness of the important role they play in governments 
and civil societies around the globe. 

WANEP SHARES EXPERIENCE ON PEACEBUILDING 
PRACTICE AT GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding, WANEP, in her 
capacity as a member of the Peace and Conflict Resolution 
Education Working Group of the Global Partnership for the 
Prevention of Conflict (GPPAC) was represented by the 

WEST AFRICA NETWORK FOR PEACEBUILDING

Communications and External Relations Officer, Mr. Francis 
Acquah-Aikins at the 8th Annual International Conference 
on Conflict Resolution Education (CRE). The conference was 
hosted by The School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at 
George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia Campus from 
June 11 to 16, 2014 and brought together representatives 
from key internat ional  organisat ions including 
governments, civil society, including interdisciplinary 
research and development institutions among others.

WANEP, in a side-event held on the margins of the 
workshop shared experiences about its work and the 
impact it is making in West Africa through the development 
of strategic training resources in conflict resolution and 
transformation and the strides it is making in training 
peacebuilding and development practitioners, across the 
region through the WANEP's West Africa Peacebuilding 
Institute (WAPI).

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS
In the quarter under review, the following documents were 
published:
I. Policy Briefs:
· Guinea Bissau: Ending the Vicious Cycle of 
 Instability in Guinea Bissau: What Next After the   
 2014 Elections?  - April 2014
· Nigeria: Nigeria's 2015 General Elections: 
 Crumbling or Consolidating Democracy?  - April  
 2014
· Benin: Correction de la Liste Electorale 
 Permanente Informatisée (LEPI): les germes d'une 
 nouvelle ''polémique attentatoire'' à la démocratie 
 béninoise. -  June 2014
· Benin: Code Electoral, Loi No. 2013-06, du 25 
 Novembre 2013

II. Proceedings of the Stakeholders Consultative 
Meeting on Peaceful Elections in Nigeria
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2.0.  HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES FROM 
NATIONAL NETWORKS

CAPACITY AND INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING

WANEP Benin Holds Seminar on Leadership and Staff 
Development
 
As part of its institutional development agenda, WANEP 
Benin held several sessions on leadership and staff 
development from April to June for all staff.  This seminar is 
in line with WANEP Benin's strategy of repositioning for 
effective response to current peace and security challenges 
in the country.

WANEP-Ghana Holds Annual General Meeting, Gets 
New Board

WANEP-Ghana successfully held its Annual General 
Meeting and elected a new board to replace the previous 
board members whose tenure has ended. The new 
Executive Committee was inaugurated by the Executive 
Director of WANEP, Mr. Emmanuel Bombande.

WEST AFRICA EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE 
NETWORK (WARN)

Sensitization on Small Arms Proliferation in Benin
In April, WANEP Benin organized a sensitization workshop 
to deliberate and develop strategies to curb the menace of 
the proliferation of small arms and light weapons on the 
theme: Security challenges and the fight against the 
proliferation of small arms and light weapons: Actors, 
Responsibilities and Action required. A total of 43 
participants including security agencies, civil society and 
the media attended the workshop which was supported by 

the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

WA N E P - N I G E R I A  C O N F L I C T  P R E V E N T I O N 
PROGRAMME:  Situation Track Analysis and Monthly 
Country Early Warning Reporting 
WANEP-Nigeria produced and disseminated a Situation 
Track Analysis Report which focused on the issues arising 
from the abduction of the Chibok Girls. The report was well 
received by key stakeholders with the Australian High 
Commission formally requesting to be included in the list of 
recipients for future reports. The report was also posted on 
LinkedIn under a group called “Nigeria: Boko Haram 
Research Group”. 

Three reports highlighting the political, economic and 
social risks factors in Nigeria were produced under the 
Monthly Country Early Warning Report and Conflict census. 
The activities of Boko Haram members and public 
insecurity in Northern Nigeria accounted for the highest 
risk indices for the quarter. 

Humanitarian Coordination Project
As part of the process for effective implementation of the 
Oxfam Novib funded project titled, “Strengthening 
Humanitarian Coordination Project in Three States of 
Nigeria”, WANEP-Nigeria held two multi-sectored 
contingency planning meetings in Cross River and Enugu 

States with relevant stakeholders in the review quarter. A 
key outcome of the meetings was the development of 
gender sensitive, multi-sectored contingency plan for 
responding to humanitarian crisis in the two states where 
government agencies are often saddled with the 
responsibility of disaster management and risk reduction. 
The plan which reflects local context is expected to 
st rengthen work ing  re lat ionsh ip  between the 
implementing member organisations, WANEP-core project 
team and the state actors such as SEMA/NEMA for effective 
humanitarian crises management in these states.

Development of Context Specific Election Monitoring 
Indicators 

WEST AFRICA NETWORK FOR PEACEBUILDING

Members of the Zonal Implementation teams

Members of the new executive committee
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WANEP-Nigeria in collaboration with other critical 
organizations reviewed the Election Monitoring indicators 
and came up with 20 context specific and analytical 
indicators for election monitoring. The meeting also 
designed a framework for data collection and analysis while 
the stakeholders committed to support the process as part 
of collaborative platform for effective analysis and 
monitoring of the upcoming 2015 general elections in 
Nigeria. 

NON-VIOLENCE AND PEACE EDUCATION

Training of Trainers workshop for Teachers in Gambia
WANEP-Gambia in June organized a three-day Training of 
Trainers (TOT) workshop on Peace Education and Peer 
Mediation for 15 male teachers from 15 schools within the 
Upper River Region. The aim of the workshop was to 
promote peace education and peer mediation activities 
prior to establishing Peace Clubs in the 15 schools in 
addition to the 27 clubs already existing in other schools. 
The teachers were familiarized and equipped with various 
tools that would enable them to analyze, understand and 
deal with conflict, train peer mediators and establish a peer 
mediation programme aimed at promoting a culture of 
peace in the schools. 

Training of Trainers for Headteachers in Niger
WANEP Niger under its peace education programme 
organized a training of trainers for head teachers from pre-

school and primary schools during the quarter. The 
objective was to promote the concept of peace education 

in schools in the country in order to inculcate a culture of 
non-violence among the Nigerien youth. A total of 15 
participants took part in the training and are expected to 
step down to their colleagues in their respective schools. 

Peace Education activities in Togo

WANEP Togo continued with its peace education 
programme with the peace clubs in the Kpalime district. 
The members of the peace clubs through poetry, art work 
and singing sensitized their peer in the communities in non-
violence and discipline. 

WANEP Togo during the quarter established six mediation 
clubs were established in six primary schools in Kpalime 
and Notse. The mediation clubs made up of 4 males and 3 
females each are to support peer mediation and peace 
activities in the schools 

WOMEN IN PEACEBUILDING 
National Consultation on 1325 National Action Plan 
(NAP)
WANEP Benin in collaboration with the Ministry of Family, 
Social Affairs, National Solidarity and Vulnerable Groups 
organized a national consultation on National Action Plan 
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NEWS Managers and National Analysts
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after their engagements with the local government 
chairman.

Rural Women Peace Initiative in Sierra Leone
A two-day capacity building training workshop targeted at 
30 rural women and heads of community based women's 
groups in Moyamba district, south of the country was 
conducted by WANEP Sierra Leone. The training covered 
the basic principles of leadership especially in terms of 
women participation in decision-making processes. The 
main objective was to enhance the knowledge of women 
leaders in rural communities to deliver effective leadership 
and influence change. Resources on leadership and the 
WANEP women in peacebuilding (WIPNET) training manual 
already translated in Krio (a local language) were 
distributed to the participants. 

Monthly Radio programme
WANEP Sierra Leone in the quarter under review continued 
with its monthly radio programme to raise public 
awareness on Gender Based Violence (GBV) and Violence 
Against Women (VAW) especially, focusing on the increase 
in the spate of rape and sexual exploitation in remote 
communities. Three community radio discussions and 
phone-in sessions were held and six learning institutions 
were visited in the Moyamba District.

Gender Based Violence (GBV) and Women livelihood 
Improvement
WANEP Cote d'Ivoire through the Fight against Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) and Women livelihood Improvement 
project carried out monitoring visits to the project area in 
Bangolo in the Guemon region to take stock of how the 
project is impacting target beneficiaries and undertook 29 
mass sensitization campaigns on GBV in 7 districts in April 
and June. A total of 95 women from 10 community 
associations that are to benefit for grants were also trained 
on income generating activities as part of the Women 
Livelihood Improvement project.

Advocacy campaign for the integration of gender in 
the new electoral law
WANEP Cote d'Ivoire and other partner civil society 
organisations led series of advocacy campaigns for reform 
of the Independent Electoral Commission to ensure the 
integration of gender and other key actors in the new 
commission. The campaigns paid off and resulted to the 
adoption of the electoral reform law passed by the National 
Assembly in May and promulgated by the President on June 
18 and the reduction of the number of commissionaires 
from 31 to 17.
Most significantly, Mrs. Marguerite Yoli-Bi, the immediate 

9

for implementing UNSCR 1325 in May. The consultation 
was supported by GIZ and was attended by a total of 53 
participants' from ministries, state institutions, civil society, 
the media and other partners.

A major outcome of the consultation was the validation of 
the road map for the development of NAP and the 
composition of a committee to follow-up on the NAP 
development. As a follow-up to the consultation, WANEP 
Benin in June had a radio programme on ORTB (Benin 
National Radio and Television Corporation) to discuss 
progress made in the development of the 1325 NAP. Over 
1000 listeners were sensitized through the programme. 

WANEP Nigeria develops framework for socio-
economic empowerment
WANEP Nigeria under the WIPNET programme, held a 
consultative meeting to develop a framework for the socio-
economic empowerment of women within selected 
communities in the Niger Delta region which resulted in the 
development of an action plan that supports the local 
economic empowerment of women in those communities.  
Through the WIPNET capacity building and empowerment 
project the Uneme community women of Edo State were 
able to build a primary school block in their community 

QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 
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C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  C O O R D I N AT I O N  A N D 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE (CSDG)

WANEP Benin Reprints the Benin Electoral 
W A N E P  B e n i n  i n  i t s 
continuous advocacy and 
support for the country's 
democratic consolidation, 
has reprinted 1450 copies of 
the “Code Electoral, Loi No 
2013-06, du 25 Novembre 
2013” (Electoral Code). The 
publication of the Electoral 
Code was supported by Open 
Society Initiative for West 
Africa (OSIWA).

WANEP-Sierra Leone Trains Youth on Constitutional 
Review Process 
WANEP Sierra Leone held a 3-day training workshop for 70 
young people comprising 10 per district to serve as 
'Community Mobilizers' on the constitutional review 
process. The objectives of the workshop were to involve 
border communities in the constitutional review process, 
enhance their understanding of the constitution and 
strengthen their capacity for full participation in the 
consultations.
The trainings were held simultaneously on 15 – 17 April 
2014 at the Pastoral Centre in Bo for 40 youths (20 males 
and 20 females) drawn from the districts in the East and 
Pujehun in the South; and the SLTU Conference Hall in 
Makeni for 30 youths (15 males and 15 females) selected 

from the 3 target districts in the North.
At the end of the training, Fatima Turay, a student and Youth 
representative from Kambia District said, “This training is 
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past National Network Coordinator of WANEP Cote d'Ivoire 
was unanimously appointed by Civil Society Coalition as 
their representative on the Commission. It became 
imperative to reconstitute the Ivoirian electoral 
commission especially following on the spate of violent 
conflict witnessed in the country after the 2010-2011 
national elections. 

National Women's Day

As part of the celebrations to mark the 23rd National 
Women's Day, WANEP Niger in collaboration with the 
Ministry for Women and Children Protection organized a 
consultative meeting in honour of the Nigerien Women 
with focus on women's participation in conflict prevention 
and peacebuilding. The meeting was presided over by Dr. 
MAIKIBI Kadidiatou Dandobi, Minister for Women and 
Children Protection. In attendance were also high-powered 
delegations from state institutions, international 
organisations, and women groups working in the area of 
peacebuilding and conflict prevention. A key issue 
discussed was the modalities for the domestication of 
UNSCR in Niger. 

QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 
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an eye-opener to me and many young people gathered 
here to see, feel and be knowledgeable about the current 
1991 Constitution, especially where it states our 
fundamental rights and responsibilities...Now, I can 
confidently speak on key provisions of the constitution and 
ready to participate and make my inputs in any discussion 
that is to come.”

Consultative Meeting with School Children on 
Constitution Review 
In the reporting quarter, WANEP-Sierra Leone held a 
nationwide consultative meeting with 150 school children 
(75 boys and 75 girls) from the formal and semi-formal 
institutions accompanied by 10 teachers to broaden their 
knowledge and understanding of the constitutional 
process while proceedings from the meeting will serve as a 
position paper from the children on child right issues for 
consideration and inclusion in the new constitution. An 
essay competition on the topic “The Constitution we want: 
Beyond 2015” also took place during the meeting which 
held in Freetown, Bo, Kenema and Mekeni in April and May 
to sharpen the student's writing skills. 

WANEP Gambia Project on “Promoting Grassroots 
Democracy And Effective Decentralisation” Gets 
Extension
The Australian Agency For International Development 
(AusAID) in the reporting period approved the extension of 
the WANEP-Gambia implemented project on “Promoting 
Grassroots Democracy and Effective Decentralisation” for 
another three months. The one year project which ran from 
June 2012 to May 2013 was extended by AusAID to further 
strengthen  the Link Committees that were formed during 
the project cycle in line with the mandate of bridging  the 
gap between the local government structures and the 
communities. In this regard, WANEP-Gambia organized a 
two day joint experience sharing and capacity building 
workshop for the twenty members (12 men, 8 women) of 
the Link Committees of the two target regions of Upper 
River and North Bank.

The Link Committee in the Upper River Region (URR) have 
within a year been able to influence tax reforms in the 
region approved by the Parliament and currently being 
considered  for nationwide enforcement. With more 
funding, the network plans to work towards ensuring the 
establishment  of link committees in all the five regions of 
the Gambia as an effective means of sustaining the 
decentralization process.

WANEP Guinea Bissau supports Free, Fair and 
Credible Elections

As part of its contributions to violence free presidential 
elections, WANEP Guinea carried out peace campaigns and 
tours and distributed IEC materials inscribed with peace 
messages such as T-shirts, stickers, fliers among others. The 
campaigns covered all sectors of the society and the 
general populace to educate them about the importance of 
peace and the need to have a violence-free, fair and 
credible election. Musicians from neighboring countries of 
Senegal and The Gambia conducted peace tours to sue for 
tolerance and peaceful coexistence.

Similarly, WANEP Guinea Bissau in partnership with EISA of 
South Africa organized trained international observers to 
familiarize them with electoral issues in the country and to 
ensure their meaningful contribution to the democratic 
process. The contributions of all key partners to the success 
of the elections were highly appreciated while the UN 
Secretary General's Special Representative in Guinea 
Bissau, Dr. Jose Ramos Horta was specially commended for 
his immense contribution to the return of constitutional 
rule in the country. 

 

RESPONDING TO CONFLL IC T  THROUGH 
DIALOGUE, MEDIATION & RECONCILIATION

Costal Platform for Peacebuilding (COPP)
WANEP Ghana in the quarter under review formally 
handed over the management of the Coastal Platform for 
Peacebuilding (COPP) to the executives of the platform as 
the project period has come to a successful end. The COPP 
executive members were also formally introduced to the 
president and members of the Western Regional House of 
Chiefs who verbally committed to work collaboratively with 
the COPP. WANEP Ghana has built the capacities of the 
executives over the years to position them to be able to 

effectively and efficiently manage COPP while the network 
will continue to provide technical support whenever the 
need arises. 
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30 Political Party Youth Leaders Trained on Dialogue 
and Mediation 
WANEP Cote d'Ivoire in the review quarter built capacity of 
30 youth leaders from the Ivorian Political parties on 
dialogue and mediation with support from the Global 
Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC). 
The training is part of recommendations from the earlier 
training of national youth leaders held in April 2013 and 
targeted youth leaders from three communities in Abidjan 
metropolis namely Koumassi, Abobo and Yopougon which 
were most affected by the post-election violent conflict. 
The training was followed by radio panel discussions by 
representatives from the group to discuss share 
experiences from the training and to educate the youth and 
the general populace on non-violent alternatives to 
resolving their differences. 

Human Security Project in Mali
WANEP Mali under the Human Security project developed 
an action plan in collaboration with other civil society 
partner organisations to monitor the implementation of 
the project, create awareness and buy-in of major partners 
and relevant stakeholders as well as assign roles and 
responsibilities for effective implementation.
Regional dialogues and consultations tagged; “Dialogue-
Peace-Security for Sustainable Human Development” 
under the auspices of the governors of three regions 
namely Segou, Mopti and Sikasso were held as entry point 
for the full implementation of the project and provided a 
platform to identify relevant stakeholders to engage with in 
the communities. Representatives from the Regional 
Administrations, security forces, community and religious 
leaders and civil society took part in the dialogues. 

OTHER EVENTS 

WANEP Senegal pays a courtesy call on the Austrian 
Ambassador in Senegal
As part of the process to revamp the WANEP Senegal 
network to be a more viable peacebuilding network, the 
National Network Coordinator, Mr. Alfred Gomis paid a 
courtesy call on the Austrian Ambassador in Senegal. The 
visit was part of the network's strategy to introduce WANEP 
to international partners and engage in strategic 
partnership for the effective implementation of its 
programmes. Mr. Gomis enumerated the various 
programmes and activities being undertaken by WANEP 

Senegal and appreciated Austria's support to WANEP as a 
regional network through its Agency for International 
Cooperation (ADC) and made an appeal for continuous 
support. The Ambassador in his part thanked the National 
Network Coordinator for the visit and assured his country's 
support to peace and security not only in Senegal but the 
West Africa region as whole. 

WANEP Sierra Leone participates in International 
Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding (IDPS) 
Five members of the WANEP Sierra Leone network 
participated in the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding 
and Statebuilding (IDPS) and the New Deal Consultative 
Group meetings respectively in Freetown on 18th and 19th 
June 2014. The New Deal monitoring report was also 
launched during the meetings.

Gambia Marks Women and Youth Day with 
Symposium  
The Republic of the Gambia through the Office of the Vice 
President and Ministry of Women's Affairs and the National 
Women's Bureau commemorated International Women's 
Day on May 29th – 31st with a high level conference at the 
Paradise Suites hotel under the theme “Pan Africanism and 
African Renaissance in the Context of Gender and the 
Empowerment of Women and Youth.” The meeting which 
brought together urban, rural as well as international 
delegates discussed the achievements of women past and 
present while recognizing the great role they played in 
ensuring women's emancipation in the country. WANEP-
Gambia was represented at the high level conference both 
as a Speaker and a Discussant.

WANEP Gambia Participates in the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions (ISM)
WANEP Gambia participated in the Inter-sessional 
meetings on the Convention on Cluster Munitions (ISM) 
and Inter-sessional meetings to the Mine Ban Treaty (ISC) 
organized by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines 
and Cluster Munitions Conventions and held from April 7th 
to 11th in Geneva, Switzerland. The meetings brought 
together members of ICBL-CMC, state parties, UN 
organizations, EU and all major stakeholders. Participants 
at the meeting made presentations on the issues of 
Universalization, Compliance with the Convention, 
Compliance with the Norm, Stockpile Destruction, 
Clearance, Victim Assistance, Cooperation and Assistance 
among others.
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