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OVERVIEW OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN WEST 
AFRICA:

The third Quarter of 2012 witnessed the rise of complex 
humanitarian emergencies resulting from the food crisis in 
the Sahel belt exacerbated by the conflict in Northern Mali 
and its threat to peace and security of the sub-region.  
Piracy in the gulf of Guinea affected the West Africa Gas 
Pipeline leading to load shedding of electricity and massive 
economic losses in many counties. 
Incessant and caustic floods affected six countries of 
Nigeria, Niger, Senegal, Mali, Cameroon and Chad. Areas in 
these countries have been experiencing heavy rainfall and 
subsequent flooding. The rains and floods have claimed 
many lives, destroyed many houses that have left about 
100,000 people homeless. Most of these have found 
shelter with host families, while others have sought refuge 
in schools and places of worship. Crops and granaries of the 
affected families have been destroyed, and livestock lost is 
huge with consequences on immediate and long term 
survival of the primary families and the sub region 
The quarter witnessed an increase in attacks by Militants in 
the oil region of Nigeria, criminality and piracy activities. As 
efforts continue to rescue seven foreign workers kidnapped 
from a vessel off the coast of it is evident that the 
region is now a crucial point for armed robberies at sea, 
with high levels of violence against crew members by 
armed pirates. 
The combined threat of drought, high food prices, 
displacement and chronic poverty has continued to affect 
millions of people in the Sahel region. Insecurity and 
malnutrition are recurrent in the region with more than 16 
million people directly at risk. The condition is 
compounded by high food prices and a decrease in 
remittances owing to the global economic crisis, the return 
of migrants from Libya, the insecurity in Northern Mali that 
has compelled thousands to seek refuge in neighbouring 
countries, thereby aggravating the food crisis in those 
countries. This deteriorating security situation in the 
Northern areas of the Sahel is further aggravating the 

Nigeria, 

peace and security situation in West Africa.
Unabated rebellion in Northern Mali continues to be a 
worrisome one. Turaeg rebellion has been hijacked by the 
Islamists groups Ansar Dine and Al-Qaida in the Maghreb 
(AGIM) who continue to hold the country to ransom. 
According to a UNHCR report, the conflict in northern Mali 
has internally displaced more than 200,000 and driven 
more than a quarter-million refugees into neighbouring 
countries, compounding the situation in West Africa's 
Sahel region, where some 18 million people are going 
hungry, more than a million of whom are acutely 
malnourished children.  
Violent extremism and religious fundamentalism has 
lingered on in Northern Nigeria where the Islamist militant 
group “Boko Haram” have unrelentingly attacked places of 
worship and other strategic places. These attacks have 
claimed many lives and destroyed enormous properties 
worth millions of naira.  The security situation deteriorated 
in Cote d’Ivoire in the period under review as a result of the 
numerous armed attacks on the military barracks and on 
strategic locations such as the electricity power house in 
Abidjan. The attack in September on the Ghana Cote 
d’Ivoire border resulted in the unilateral closure of all the 
Ivorian borders (land, air and sea) thereby causing 
diplomatic strains between the neighbours.
Also, in Guinea, the confrontation between the ruling party 
and opposition parties over the political crisis that has 
affected the holding of Legislative elections was a concern. 
In one of demonstrations, the clashes resulted in the death 
of a civilian and many others were injured. 
On the positive, with the demise of late President John 
Evans Atta Mills of Ghana on July 24th, 2012, the country 
witnessed a swift transition of power to the Vice President, 
John Dramani Mahama through an oath that conferred him 
as the new President of the country on the same day. This 
singular act of peaceful transition of power further re-
affirms Ghana as a relatively peaceful, stable and 
democratic country. With the upcoming December polls 
hovering around, it is expedient to maintain the peace and 
security currently ensuing in the country.

CONFLICTS, COMPLEX EMERGENCIES AND ARTIFICIAL BORDERS IN WEST AFRICA

WANEP REGIONAL SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES

West Africa Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI)
The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) in 
collaboration with the Kofi Annan International 
Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC) on 21st September 
successfully completed the 11th training session of the 
West Africa Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI). 
The 11th training session which commenced on 3rd of 
September 2012 brought together 50 participants from 17 
countries across Africa including Personnel of the Ghana 

Police Service and National Electoral Commission of Ghana. 
Participants expressed great satisfaction about the training 
as they indicated that their expectations were met beyond 
their imagination and that the knowledge and skills 
acquired will enhance their work in their respective fields 
which will eventually contribute to effective and 
sustainable peacebuilding on the continent.
The closing ceremony which coincided with the 
International Day of Peace had in attendance the 
representative of the Country Director and staff of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Ghana; 
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representatives from European Union (EU), representative 
of the Commandant and staff of KAIPTC, the media etc., The 
Representative of the UNDP Ghana Country Director in his 
remarks seized the opportunity to read the speech of UN 
Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon in commemoration of the 
International Peace Day, urging cessation of hostilities 
across the globe. 
A video documentary by African Union themed “10 Years in 
the Quest for Peace and Security in Africa” to 
commemorate the day’s celebration was also aired for 
participants and invited guests in order to understand the 
measures undertaken by the African Union in the pursuit of 
a peaceful and developed continent.
Closing Remarks were also made by Mrs. Levinia Addae-
Mensah, representative of the commandant of KAIPTC and 
Executive Director of WANEP, Emmanuel Bombande. They 
both underscored the avalanche of conflicts in the sub 
region and how WAPI is positioned to build capacities 
towards responding to the conflicts.

West Africa Early Warning and Response 
Programme (WARN)
WANEP and ECOWAS Analysts Meet
As part of its role as the Civil Society Partner to ECOWAS in 
the implementation and operationalization of the ECOWAS 
Early Warning Mechanism (ECOWARN), the WANEP and 
ECOWAS Analysts met in Accra, Ghana on the 6th of July 
2012. 
Objective: to review the peace and security situation in the 
sub-region and brainstorm on the roles of WANEP and 
ECOWAS in responding to the situation. 
It is worthy to note that WANEP’s commitment to ECOWAS 
under the MoU with the Early Warning Directorate (EWD) is 
not only to provide data on ECOWARN but also to support 
the Analysis Division in providing policy-relevant analysis of 
conflict trends in the sub region.
At the end of the meeting in Accra, Guinea Conakry, Guinea 
Bissau and Nigeria were identified as countries in the sub 
region where special attention should be paid regarding the 
unfolding destabilising peace and security trends. Similarly, 
Ghana, Benin and Togo were also mentioned in view of the 

upcoming elections and political developments 
respectively.

 Regional Seminar on the Roles of the Police and the Media 
in Managing Early Warning Information
As part of its collaborative effort in the operationalization 
of the ECOWAS Early Warning Mechanism (ECOWARN), 
WANEP and ECOWAS with the support of the Swedish 
International Development Agency (SIDA) and the Global 
Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) 
organized a regional seminar for the police and media 
between the 26th and 27th of September 2012 at De 

Renaissance Hotel Lagos, Nigeria.
WANEP and ECOWAS believe that the police and the media 
are key stakeholders in all the various pillars of early 
warning system. They play critical role in data collation and 
analysis and through their interactions with the 
communities become channels for the communication of 
early warning signals to communities under threat while 
also providing responses in the form of securing the lives 
and properties of communities in danger.
The seminar brought together Police Public Relations 
Officers and Media Experts from the 15
ECOWAS member states and:
Ÿ Sensitized the police and the media on the workings 

and operations of the ECOWARN and WANEP’s 
National Early Warning System (NEWS)

Ÿ Established partnership with the media and the police 
on how to manage and disseminate early warning 
information emanating from NEWS and ECOWARN

Ÿ Created a closer collaboration and synergy between 
the media, the police, ECOWAS Early Warning 
Directorate and WANEP on conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding

Ÿ Developed mechanisms for inclusion of the police and 
media in the listserve for ECOWARN and NEWS 
products and outputs.
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WARN Bulletins
1. WANEP Nigeria: Weekly Highlight 15 – 21 July, 2012
2. WANEP Nigeria: Weekly Highlight – 22 – 28 July, 2012
3. WANEP Cote d’Ivoire: Monthly Bulletin on Human 

Security – July 2012

Civil Society Coordination and Democratic 
Governance Programme (CSDG)
Strengthening National Capacities for Managing 
Electoral Disputes
In the framework of the Star-Ghana funded project 
entitled: Skills for Citizenship Awareness and Conflict 
Resolving Transition (S4CACRT), WANEP organised a two-
day seminar to strengthen the mediation capacities of 20 
Eminent Persons selected from the 10 regions in Ghana.
The activity was held in Kumasi in the Ashanti region of 
Ghana on August 13 and 14, 2012 for distinguished persons 
including Traditional rulers (Chiefs and Queen Mothers), 
Religious Bodies and Reputable Civil Society Actors with the 

clout to convene and facilitate dialogue and mediation to 
transform political disputes in their respective regions. 
A total of 13 women (65%) and 7 men (35%) actively 
participated in the consultative forum. 
A communiqué issued by participants at the end of the 
meeting highlighted salient threats to peaceful elections in 
Ghana including but not limited to the following:
Ÿ The non-respect by some politicians of the principles 

and values undergirding democracy as well as the 
code of conduct by political parties in the conduct of 
elections

Ÿ The persistent pursuit by some politicians of 
ethnicization of our politics and the consequence 
thereof of creating ethnic and regional polarisation

Ÿ The perception of corruption in the electoral process 
when some politicians buy votes from the electorate 
and or induce them with incentives in order to get 
their votes

Ÿ The attitude by some Politicians that political power 
must be won at all cost.

Ÿ The role of some media houses and personnel in the 

incitement of violence and creating political tension

The participants pledged to continue working for peace 
while making an ardent appeal to all Ghanaians to ‘BE THE 
PEACE’ before, during and after the December 7th 2012 
Presidential and Parliamentary Elections.

Advocacy through Communiqué/Press Release during the 
Quarter
On the occasion of the celebration of the International day 
of Peace, 21st September 2012; WANEP through a press 
released widely publicised, joined the African community 
of Civil Society Organizations, the African Union and 
ECOWAS to advocate and appeal for Peace and justice in 
West Africa and Africa at large. Within the broader context 
of West Africa, the appeal particularly focused on:
Ÿ All the countries in the sub region going through or 

preparing towards elections and transition for a non-
violent and peaceful general election; 

Ÿ Call on all the citizens of the sub region who express 
their grievances through act of violent extremism in 
form of religious fanaticism, ideological orientation, 
secessionist bid, among others to embrace dialogue 
and joint problem solving as a means of articulating 
their concerns and ensuring the stability of the state. 

Ÿ Further call on those involved in all acts of ethnic, 
chieftaincy, land, communal and other forms of intra-
state conflicts to cease fire and bring their concerns to 
a negotiation table and urge the concern states to 
provide the environment that will ensure such 
pondering and meditative actions

Non-violence and Peace Education Programme 
(NAPE)
WANEP convenes Peace Education and Curriculum 
development Experts for the development of a framework 
for the integration /implementation of peace education in 
schools in West Africa
WANEP organized an experts meeting bringing together 
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educators, curriculum developers and practitioners from 
various countries in West Africa, to share experiences, 
lessons learnt, and best practices, focusing on practical 
guidelines for setting up or integrating peace education 
programmes in schools. The key objectives of the meeting 
were to provide the guiding principles/framework for the 
development of a guide for the setting up of peace 
education programmes in schools in West Africa and to 
share experiences of various strategies used to implement 
peace education in schools by CSOs and by governments. 
The framework that will guide the development of the 
practice guide has been developed by the experts.   

Research and Publications
1. Democracy, Elections and Stability in Post War States. 

Proceedings of National Consultative Meeting on 
Peaceful Elections in Sierra Leone: A Publication; 
WANEP 2012 

2. Peer Mediation Manual (French version); WANEP 
2012

3. 10 years of influencing of Policies in West Africa: A 
compendium of WANEP's Policy Briefs 2000 – 2010; 
WANEP 2012

4. Mali: Managing the Damage of a Complex Context – 
Policy Brief; WANEP 2012

Other Activities
1. Repositioning WANEP’s Programme Impact in West 

Africa
A 3 day program planning meeting aimed at repositioning 
WANEP’s Programme Impact in West Africa through Result 
Based Management was organised by The West Africa 
Network for Peacebuilding. The meeting had in attendance 
all the National Network Coordinators (NNCs) and National 
Early Warning System (NEWS) Managers of WANEP from 
the 15 countries of West Africa was held at Elmina, Ghana 
from 6th to 9th August, 2012.
Key objective:  The key objective of the meeting was to 
analyse the current conflict dynamics in the sub region with 
a view to developing appropriate programs/activities that 
will address the issues underpinning the conflicts. 
Hitherto the meeting, the WANEP national networks were 
tasked with the responsibilities of developing a problem 
tree analysis in collaboration with the member 
organizations in their country. Through the process each of 
the national networks identified the root causes, 
manifestations and impacts of the current and emerging 
conflicts in their various countries. 
The analysis was to provide impetus and direction for 

WANEP’s programing in the years ahead. The meeting also 
provided opportunity for the strengthening of the capacity 
of the NEWS Managers for effective conflict monitoring and 
reporting in support of the WANEP/ECOWAS early warning 
regime.
High points of the meeting included the presentation and 
appreciation of result based management for effective 
programming, financial management procedures, M & E 
tools and the addressing of institutional challenges 
confronting WANEP.

2. WANEP Niger officially launched
WANEP Niger which hitherto operated as a focal point was 
officially launched on July 13 in Niamey.  The Ministry of 
Justice of the Republic of Niger represented by Mr. Chaibou 
Maman, Chief of Staff of the Ministry delivered the keynote 
speech and officially launched WANEP-Niger. In his 
submission, he lauded WANEP’s initiative to formally 
establish WANEP in Niger at a time the Sahel region is 
experiencing complex peace and security challenges. 
Making reference to the objectives of WANEP, he observed 
that they (objectives) resonate well with the agenda of the 
Government of his Excellency Elhadj Mahamadou Isoufou, 
President of the Republic of Niger, which is: a peaceful 
Niger and by extension, West Africa, thereby fostering an 
enabling environment for national and regional 
development. Quoting the President in a recent speech, he 
said, “Nothing durable can be constructed without peace.”

The launch was followed with a two-day consultative forum 
with the founding member-organizations of WANEP-Niger 
drawn from the various regions of the country to map out 
existing conflicts, identify actors and the affected 
communities, as well as on-going interventions to resolve 
them.

CONFLICTS, COMPLEX EMERGENCIES AND ARTIFICIAL BORDERS IN WEST AFRICA
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S N A P S H OT S  F R O M  T H E  N AT I O N A L  
NETWORKS

WANEP-BENIN
In Benin the quarter under review was marked by political, 
economic and social tensions that virtually put a break on 
the smooth implementation of policies to achieve desired 
result in the country. 
However WANEP Benin continued to fulfill its mandate of 
building peace and support the democratic process in the 
country. Below are key activities that were undertaken by 
the network through its respective programmes in the 
quarter under review.

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme

Publication of an advocacy paper on the professional 
administration of the electoral process in Benin
As part of the implementation of its project “Consolidation 
of the democratic process in Benin by an informed 
citizens’ participation'' which it started in November 2011 

with the financial support of the Open Society Initiative for 

West Africa (OSIWA), WANEP-Benin has published a paper 
titled “Advocacy Paper for the Institutionalizing a 
professional electoral administration in Benin.'' This 
paper is a synthesis of recommendations from experts and 
practitioners in Benin and the West African sub-region. 
After launching the document, WANEP Benin organised a 
series of meetings to present it to relevant stakeholders 
including election management bodies in the country.

Conflict Prevention Programme
1. ECOWARN
Submission of 19 incident reports and 12 situation 
r e p o r t s  o n t o  t h e  E C O W A R N  s y s t e m  o n  

 
2. Policy Brief titled:
«  Bénin, les indicateurs d’un Etat qui perd ses repères  » 
(Benin, a nation losing its bearings  ?
WANEP Benin through the policy brief presents an analysis 

of the socio-economic 
and political situation of 
the country and makes 
policy recommendation 
a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  
contributions for the 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a n d  
preservation of the 
peace in the country. 
The recommendations 
contained in the policy 
brief can be summarized 
a s  t h u s :  
“Reassure–Dialogue–Re
sta r t ” ;  t h at  i s ,  to  
reassure the citizens of 
Benin and for them to 

dialogue in with the ultimate aim of reinstating Benin as a 
Haven of Peace and Democracy.
As part of the process to disseminate the policy brief, the 
National Network Coordinator of WANEP Benin, Mr. Julien 

www.ecowarn.org

CONFLICTS, COMPLEX EMERGENCIES AND ARTIFICIAL BORDERS IN WEST AFRICA
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Oussou, was a guest at Ocean FM on the programme called 
“Carte sur Table” he talked about the policy brief and 
brought to the fore the recommendations contained 
therein. 

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)
Faced with the challenges confronting most women's 
groups and organizations in managing conflicts and other 
internal disputes that lead to their disintegration, WANEP 
Benin through its WIPNET programme designed a project 
designed primarily to provide these women groups and 
associations engaged in Income Generating Activities 
(IGAs) capacities for conflict prevention, transformation, 
management and resolution. In this regard, WANEP Benin 
initiated a research to identify the causes and 
manifestations of these conflicts in order to provide 
solutions to help them women to better deal with them. It 
is important to note that this research was motivated by the 
interest and enthusiasm of the women who were trained 
by WANEP during the celebration of the 2012 edition of the 
International Women's Day. The training was organized for 
50 women from 15 groups and associations of the Sô-Ava 
municipality and its surrounding communities. 

In the quarter under review, WANEP Burkina undertook the 
following key activities under the respective programmes:

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)

 1. Awareness and sensitisation campaign on the role of 
women in the electoral process

WANEP Burkina in cognisance of the important role that 
women play in governance organised a sensitisation 

WANEP-BURKINA FASO

campaign in the Saaba municipality with over 50 
participants from various women’s associations. This 

campaign was specifically organised to raise awareness on 
the role that women can play especially in regards their 
active participation in the electoral process specifically the 
legislative and municipal elections in December. The mayor 
of Saaba, who was the guest of honour in her closing 
remarks appealed to all to respect the right of women in 
participating in the governance in the country. 

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme
 1. Launching of the Election Dispute Management 

Practice Guide for West Africa

7
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UNDEF presented prizes to selected municipalities 
which have been engaging in advocacy for good 
governance and democracy at the local level. The top 5 
municipalities are Sangouiné, Koun-Fao, Ayamé, 
Boundiali and Fronan. Sangouiné which topped them 
all received a cash prize and multi-functional 
photocopier and assorted ICT materials. The other 
winners received various prizes including ICT materials 
to help them continue effectively with their advocacy 
work.

Conflict Prevention Programme

 ECOWARN
Ÿ During this quarter a total of 119 incidents reports and 

13 situation reports were submitted into the 
ECOWARN system. 

Ÿ 3 monthly bulletins on human security were published 
and disseminated ( 

Ÿ This quarter was unfortunately marked by severe 
armed attacks on strategic posts of the Republican 
Forces of Cote d’Ivoire (FRCI) such especially at the 
Cote d’Ivoire-Ghana border and Cote d’Ivoire-Liberia 
border thus leading to temporary closures of these 
entry points.

Women in Peacebuilding Programme (WIPNET)

“Restoration of the rights of victims of sexual violence” 
project
As part of its contribution to restore and promote the rights 
of women who suffered sexual violence during the crisis, 
WANEP Cote d’Ivoire undertook a feasibility study tour in 

Danané, Duekoué and Man, in the West of Cote d’Ivoire 
from July 24 to 31, and in Yopougon and Abobo in Abidjan 

www.wanep.org)
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As part of its continuing efforts to support the electoral 
process in the country, WANEP Burkina launched in-
country the Elections Dispute Management Practice Guide 
(published by the WANEP Regional Office in February 
2012). WANEP Burkina thought it imperative to popularize 
the practice guide in-country as a critical resource to 
support the country’s democratic development with 
regards to its electoral process.

The quarter under review was marked by several events 
affecting the in the socio-political and security situation in 
Côte d'Ivoire. WANEP Cote d’Ivoire despite these 
challenges did not relent its continuing effort to contribute 
to the restoration of sustainable peace in the country. In 
view of this, it carried out a number of activities key 
amongst them are as follows:

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme

Ÿ On 19th July, WANEP CI presented its report on the 
opinion polls it conducted on national reconciliation 
and public governance. 80 participants including 
Government officials, political parties, civil society and 
the media participated in this event. From August 4 to 

September 4, WANEP CI embarked on follow-up 
meetings with relevant stakeholders specifically the 
Ministry for the promotion of human rights and public 
liberties, Ministry of Justice, and Ministry of 
Employment during which it presented to them copies 
of the report and the recommendations therein for 
appropriate actions to be taken.

Ÿ Under its civil society engagement in good governance 
and democracy project, WANEP CI with the support of 

WANEP-COTE DI’IVOIRE
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With support from STAR-Ghana and IFA/Zivik, WANEP 
Ghana held a series of meetings with Regional, Municipal 
and Metropolitan Security Councils in hotspots to present 
and discuss GHANAWARN – WANEP Ghana’s Early Warning 
System. 
Objectives of the meetings:
Ÿ To gauge the interest of members of the various 

Security Councils to be connected to the 
GHANAWARN SMS Platform; 

Ÿ To discuss the conflict management training that 
WANEP Ghana wishes to hold for Security Council 
members from Wa, Tamale, Yendi and Bawku in 
c o n f l i c t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  n o n - v i o l e n t  
communication in the lead up to the election in 
December 2012.

WANEP Ghana conducted such meetings with Municipal 
Security Councils in (MUSECs) in Wa, Yendi, Buipe and 
Gushiegu and the MESEC in Tamale. 

 2. Training for Women and Youth in Western Region

As part of efforts to build the capacity of women and youth 
to take part in the peacebuilding process in Western 
Region, WANEP Ghana in partnership USAID/LOGODEP 

undertook a two-day training workshop from 26 to 27 
September in Takoradi.
Ÿ The training which involved 120 participants was 

designed to equip the participants with a deep 
understanding of concepts of peace, conflict, 
mediation, non-violent communication and early 
warning;

Ÿ The participants are expected to apply the knowledge 
and skills in their communities in order to build peace 
and strengthen social cohesion.

Ÿ The training was conducted in English, Fante and Twi 
(local Ghanaian languages) to allow participants to 
fully engage in the process. 

N    EA     PW

B
eu cil ad ein Pg  r R ofe  sla pitio hsn

9

from August 8 to 11. The objective of the feasibility study 
tour was to meet the traditional authorities and relevant 
stakeholders to introduce the project and how best they 
can support its implementation. One of the key aspects of 
the project is to establish peace huts that will serve as 
centres of mediation and support to victims of sexual 
violence. 15 women were identified as facilitators of the 
peace huts. WANEP subsequently organized a capacity 
building training on women’s rights, conflict prevention 
and management, communication skills and community 
mobilization.

As the country gears towards the December 7th general 
elections, political activities have intensified with the two 
main parties, the National Democratic Congress (NDC) and 
the New Patriotic Party (NPP) at the forefront of the 
political activities and campaigning. What is however 
worrying is the increasing tension characterised by verbal 
abuses instead of focusing more on issue-based 
campaigning. The trend of using direct insults where 
passions are easily provoked has been viewed by the 
general public and meaningful citizens as worrying because 
it is accelerating the already tensed atmosphere of party 
propaganda.
In the mist of the intense political campaign during the 
quarter WANEP continued with its conflict prevention 
efforts key among which are:

Conflict Prevention Programme

 1. Meetings with Security Councils

WANEP-GHANA
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A radio discussion at Twin City radio was held after the 
training as part of advocacy for decent electoral campaigns; 
and violence-free, transparent, free, fair and peaceful 
election in December.

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)

Second Quarterly Meeting and Training Workshop for 
WIPNET Groups
With support from Ifa/Zivik and SIDA, the 2nd Quarterly 
meeting of WIPNET brought together women from the 

eight different WIPNET groups to discuss their 
achievements and their challenges, as well as provide 
training in mediation and conflict management and 
analysis. The women stated that Yendi now has two women 
as chiefs. And WANEP-Ghana has deemed it very relevant 
to get them involved in peace work at the community level.  
The participants demonstrated knowledge of the training 
topics through the role plays they presented. However the 
women also mentioned worrying signs for conflict in their 
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communities and thus called on WANEP to continue to 
support them sustain their efforts in building peace

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme

 1. Production of short film to support violence-free 
elections

In order to promote sustainable peace during the 2012 
general election, WANEP-Ghana with support from GIZ 
produced a short drama to be publicly screened. The short 
film seeks to advocate for a violence-free election and a 
peace before, during and after the elections. The casts were 
selected from the Inter-Party Youth Dialogue Committees 
(IPYDCs) with the assistance of the WIPNET groups 
comprising 21 youth and 7 women. The film was shot in 

Tamale with the assistance of a professional director and a 
team of professional camera men. WANEP-Ghana intends 
to translate the film into various local languages for 
screening at community levels and has distributed the film 
to transport companies to be shown on long-haul buses. 

 2. Exchange visit/review meeting between the Inter-
Party Youth Committees (IPYDCs)

With support from IBIS, SIDA, GIZ, Christian Aid, British 
High Commission and Australian High Commission, a one-
day exchange visit and review meeting was held between 
the IPYDCs from Buipe, Yendi, Bimbilla,  Gushiegu,  Tamale,  
Wa,  Bolgatanga and Bawku.  This review meeting is aimed 
at sustaining the collaboration and cohesion among the 
various committees whiles sharing and exchanging ideas 
and experiences from their respective endeavours. The 
following were some of the outcomes of their inter-party 
collaboration shared at the meeting:
Ÿ In Tamale, they have a Facebook page. They have been 

able to get NDC and NPP youth to visit each other. 
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Members also indicated they have contacted the 
Ghana Broadcasting Corporation (GBC) and will soon 
appear on GTV local dialect news to talk about Peace

Ÿ In Yendi, Members were urged to work to disabuse the 
minds of the youth about mixing up issues on 
chieftaincy and politics. A member of the youth group 
stated that it is their responsibility to preach peace 

and let the people know that there is no tribe known 
as Abudu or Andani; that they are all Dagombas and 
need to unite to work towards the peaceful resolution 
of the conflict and sustainable peace in Dagbon. 

Ÿ The youth committee of Gushiegu also held a radio 
discussion to advocate for violence-free, fair, 
transparent and peaceful election

In Guinea the quarter was characterized again by street 
demonstrations led by the opposition parties. They are still 
demanding more transparency from the authorities in the 

WANEP-GUINEA

organization of the legislative elections which is still 
creating political tension in the country. These 
demonstrations taking place in both Conakry and other 
cities in the interior of the country have often led to loss of 
life and property. 
WANEP Guinea in the face of the political impasse, and 
always faithful to its ideals of peace and conflict 
transformation on the country carried out a number of 
activities to contribute to the promotion of peace and 
consolidation of democracy.
The activities are as follows:
Ÿ Training of local trainers on conflict prevention, 

management, mediation, early warning and early 
response at the community level in Mamou;

Ÿ Replication workshops on early warning and early 
response, conflict management and mediation in four 
regions of the country;

Ÿ Awareness and sensitization sessions at prefectural 
and municipal level and appearance on TV 
programme for the advocacy and promotion of 
culture of peace;

Ÿ National consultation on the social and political 
situation in Guinea;

Ÿ Submission of incidents and situation reports into the 
ECOWARN System.

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)
Ÿ Guinea Bissau through the WIPNET programme 

organized a capacity building workshop for 40 women 
of the member organization of WANEP GB known as 
“Exercitos de la Paz” (Soldiers of Peace) in the Gabu 
region. Aside the 40 women, other stakeholders in the 
region took part on the training. 

Ÿ WANEP GB also produced a manual entitled “Women 

WANEP-GUINEA BISSAU
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national early warning system of WANEP-Nigeria; 
Ÿ Training of the Community Development Department 

officials of all the LGAs on conflict monitoring /early 
warning and early response; 

Ÿ Consultative meeting with critical state institutions 
with the capacity to respond to issues of conflict and 
disaster at the state level.

2. Development of a draft Training of Trainers manual 
on Climate Change Adaptation in Agriculture for
Small  Scale farmers.

In the quarter, the conflict prevention department worked 
as the implementation partner of OXFAM GB in the 
implementation of the above project. The first stage of the 
implementation involved the engagement of members of 
network as well as other experts to develop a trainer’s 
manual for climate change adaptation for agro producers in 
Nigeria. An experts meeting was thus organised by the 
department at the WANEP Secretariat in Lagos to 
brainstorm on the contents and the general outlay of the 
manual. Subsequently, a harmonisation meeting was 
organised to facilitate a presentation of the draft module 
for assessment, revalidation and amendment.

3. A 3-Day Training of Trainers on Climate Change 
Adaptation in Agriculture for small scale farmers 

Sequel to the development of a draft trainer’s manual, the 
department with support from Oxfam GB organised a 
training of trainers in Abuja:
Ÿ 25 participants comprising of agric. extension officers, 

livestock farmers, fish farmers and crop farmers 
drawn from Katsina, Nasarawa and Plateau States. 

Ÿ The training focused on building farmers resilience to 
the realities of Climate Change and to form a pool of 
experts at grassroots level that will promote farmer to 
farmer direct learning. 

Ÿ It also served as a platform to test the developed draft 
manual on climate change adaptation for small scale 
farmers using the participatory learning action (PLA) 
approach. 

    
4. WARN Outputs
Ÿ Uploading of the monthly publication Early Warning 

Bulletin on WANEP-Nigeria’s website for the use of 
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for a culture of peace and non-violence”
Ÿ Creation of a regional peace council and 5 community 

peace councils made up of women and youth;
Ÿ 100 women trained on issues of human rights and 

citizenship 

In the quarter under review, Nigeria was confronted with 
serious humanitarian and peace and security challenges. 
Some of those humanitarian challenges were flooding that 
affected 12 States being among the worst affected by the 
disaster with potentials of affecting more.  On the peace 
and security front, terrorism continued to be a critical 
challenge for the country within the quarter as Boko Haram 
continued its attacks on security formations and worship 
centres whiles also expanding its operations to the 
destruction of schools and telecommunication masts in the 
states of Adamawa, Borno, Yobe, Benue, Kano and Gombe, 
with the reason being that the telecom companies have 
been cooperating with government security agencies in 
locating their whereabouts in the region.  High profile 
deaths related to terrorism and ethno-religious conflicts 
were also recorded. Some western countries and the 
United States have continued to express their commitment 
to the Nigerian government to address the issue of 
terrorism and insecurity in the country.

Key activities of the Network during the quarter:

Conflict Prevention Programme
1. Implementation of HERD Zonal activities in 12 

selected states.
Ÿ Advocacy visits to Local government authorities (LGA) 

at the state and LGA levels to sensitize the leadership 
on engaging LGA officials in data gathering for the 

WANEP-NIGERIA
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endeavors;
Ÿ Participants were drawn from the benefitting States' 

Ministries of Women Affairs and Social Development, 
Niger Delta Development Commission, Micro-finance 
Bank and the WIPNET Focal Person for South-south as 
well as selected trained women.

Progress Indicators
Ÿ Continued collaboration with the State Ministries of 

Women Affairs and other relevant stakeholders to 
sustain the relationship with WIPNET members on 
their involvement in issues of peace and security in 
the Niger Delta Region;

Ÿ New entry to Niger Delta Development Cooperation.

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)
Ÿ In the quarter under review, a WANEP Senegal 

member organization, the Women Platform for Peace 
in Casamance was nominated as the implementing 
partner for the activities under the WIPNET 
programme.

Ÿ Training on resolution 1325 for 30 women leaders 
from Kolda, Ziguinchor et Sédhiou regions

Ÿ Radio programme in partnership with the Senegalese 
national Radio and Television (RTS) in Ziguinchor 

Others
WANEP Senegal is hosting a researcher from the Brandeis 
University undertaking a research on the theme: 
“Traditional conflict resolution mechanisms among the 
pular ethnic group”. The research is also supported by 
three research interns from the University of Ziguinchor.

WANEP-SENEGAL
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state and non-states actors responding to conflict and 
disaster in Nigeria; the Bulletin presents the analysis 
of the data fed into the system by the state monitors 
reporting on proximate issues that may cause conflict, 
disaster and humanitarian crisis across the 36 states 
and the FCT Abuja;

Ÿ Production and wide circulation of weekly highlights 
to both local and international stakeholders able to 
respond to the issue of conflict and natural disaster in 
Nigeria

5. International Day of Peace seminar
The WANEP South West Zone in collaboration with Women 
Advocate Research and Documentation Centre in Lagos 
commemorated the International Day of Peace under the 
theme: “sustainable peace for sustainable future”. At the 
seminar, participants were exposed to the importance of 
building peace for development and that developmental 
projects should be embarked upon in such a way that the 
needs of future generations are not jeopardised. The forum 
gave room for exchange of ideas on the ideals of peace and 
the role of individuals in building peaceful coexistence as 
well as the interrelationship between peace and 
development especially in Nigeria.

6. Meetings attended by WANEP Nigeria in the quarter 
under review 

Ÿ Meeting of civil Society organisations in Lagos with the 
European Union delegation to Nigeria 

Ÿ Capacity Building workshop on Conflict-sensitivity 
approach to project development, Monitoring and 
budget formulation organised by the Institute for 
Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPCR) in collaboration 
with United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP)

Ÿ Meeting on project planning and crisis management

Women in Peacebuilding Programme 

Expert Development Roundtable:
Ÿ The Expert Development Roundtable was organized in 

Benin City on September 19 to 21 aimed at developing 
a framework for the inclusion and participation of 
women in peace processes in the Niger Delta; 

Ÿ It provided opportunity to reflect on the NIger Delta 
Masterplan and the intervention activities of the 
Federal Ministry of Niger Delta as well as to facilitate 
collaborative access between women social networks 
in target communities and the various state ministries 
of women’s affairs in the south-south geo political 
zone; 

Ÿ The women shared experiences of their activities and 
progress made since the training and how the skills 
acquired had contributed to their successes in their 
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WANEP-SIERRA LEONE
The general security situation within the country, as the 
country gears up for the November 17 2012 Elections is 
assessed to be generally calm and stable, with no 
envisaging of any threat from within and neighbouring 
countries. The Global Peace Index ranks Sierra Leone the 
52nd safest country in the world out of 158.

As part of its contribution to the consolidation of peace in 
post-war Sierra Leone, WANEP Sierra Leone undertook the 
following key activities:

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme 

 1. Launching of Consultation Report on Peaceful 
Elections 2012

With support from SIDA through WANEP Regional 
Secretariat, WANEP-Sierra Leone released to the media 
and the general public the report on the National 
Consultative Meeting on peaceful elections in Sierra Leone, 
held in June 2012. The Launch was attended by relevant 
stakeholders including the Western Region Commissioner 
of National Electoral Commission, representatives of the 
security sector, National Election Watch (NEW), Political 
Parties Registration Commission (PPRC), All Political Parties 
Women’s Association (APPWA), All Political Parties Youth 
Association (APPYA), National Union of Sierra Leone 
Students (NUSS), Civil Society including women and youth 
groups, non-governmental organizations, the media, 
opinion leaders, and community based organizations from 
the provinces. WANEP was lauded for contributing 
effectively to the electoral process through this report 
which presents recommendations that when adhered to 
would help prevent and mitigate the challenges 
confronting the electoral process. 

 2. A Two-day Training of Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs) on Policy Advocacy, held in Freetown on the 
17-18th of September 2012

A two-day training of civil society organisations and other 
stakeholders on policy advocacy was also held in Freetown. 
25 participants, including the print and electronic media, 
government officials, CSOs, security sector, women’s and 
youth groups as well as people with disabilities took part in 
the training. The training strengthened the CSOs capacity to 
design sharp advocacy messages in their programmes. This 
was timely especially as the as the nation decides its 
leadership on November 17, 2012.

WANEP-THE GAMBIA

Women in Peacebuilding Network Programme 
(WIPNET)

United Nations Democracy Fund project (UNDEF): 
“Enhancing the participation of women in democracy”

Outreach and Sensitization: Radio Sensitization 
Programme – As part of the on-going sensitization and 
outreach programme of the project, the radio programmes 
continued to be aired on the community radios in each of 
the five regions targeted by the project. The debate on air is 
punctuated by callers from all over the region on a wide 
range of issues regarding women’s participation in the 
electoral process and local governance. While more men 
continue to call, there have been an increasing number of 
female callers as well.

Civil Society Governance and Democracy 
Programme 

Promoting grassroots democracy and effective 
decentralization
In the framework of the Australian Agency for International 
Development’s (AusAID) project, WANEP The Gambia held 
a two-day consultative meeting in the two target regions on 
the 19th – 20th of June in Basse, Upper River Region and 
21st – 22nd June in Kerewan, North Bank Region for 35 
participants including the focal point in each of the two 
respective forums as well as members of the Project 
Monitoring Team (PMT). The aim of the consultative 
meetings was to introduce the project and to sound the 
opinion of all stakeholders on the Local Government 
Decentralization Process. The meetings brought together 
leaders of Community Based Organizations (CBOs), 
women’s groups, traditional groups such as kafos and 
kenelengs, traditional councils, Village Development 
Committees (VDCs), Ward Development Committees 
(WDCs) and representatives from the Local Government 
Authority (LGA). The communities welcomed the project 
and emphasized the need for capacity building and 
sensitization.

Under the same project, the network paid various courtesy 
call on relevant local government authorities and partners 
on the smooth implementation of the project for the 
strengthening and promotion of democracy at the 
grassroots and effective decentralization.
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Conflict Prevention Programme

Cluster Munition Convention Project
Ÿ Press Release 
WANEP-The Gambia and partners on August 1 joined 
hundreds of people around the world to celebrate the 
second anniversary of the entry into force of the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions. On this global day of 
action (August 1) members of the Cluster Munitions 
Coalition – a global network of over 350 member 
organisations in more than 100 countries  - engaged 
government and solicited public support for this life saving 
ban – under the theme of “Join the Team”. Thus, WANEP 
The Gambia issued a press release in all the major 
newspapers to raise awareness on the anniversary of the 
entry into force of the convention, and the problems 
caused by cluster bombs.

Ÿ In the same vein, WANEP The Gambia on 21st and 
22nd August organised a 2-day stakeholders’ dialogue 
meeting to raise awareness among stakeholders of 
the devastation caused by cluster bombs and to solicit 
the support from the government to join the global 
team of state parties to rid the world of this awful 
menace in solidarity with victims and world peace. 
The dialogue gathered stakeholders from government 
ministries, the National Assembly and Civil society 
organisations.  As an outcome, a technical committee 
headed by the Ministry of Defence was set up to lead 
the ratification process. The committee will also be 
responsible in carrying out follow-ups on the status of 
the first draft paper sent to Cabinet. 

Ÿ International Day of Peace: 21st September 2012
To commemorate the day and to reinforce peace around 
the world, West Africa Network for Peacebuilding WANEP 
–The Gambia and partners joined millions of people around 
the world to observe the day. The network issued a press 
release to raise awareness on the importance of the day 
and urged everyone to take this opportunity to make peace 
in their own relationships as well as the larger conflicts of 
our time and most especially in our sub region.

In the third quarter WANEP Togo carried the following key 
activities under their respective programmes:

Conflict Prevention Programme

 1. WANEP Togo strengthens the capacity of 

WANEP-TOGO 

Parliamentarians in conflict prevention
During the quarter, WANEP Togo facilitated a capacity 
bu i ld ing  t ra in ing  on  conf l i c t  prevent ion  for  
parliamentarians. The training brought to the fore the 
dynamics of the internal political strife and the human 
security situation. The participants were taken through the 
tools of conflict analysis; early warning and early response 
mechanisms; stakeholder mapping; civil society-
g o ve r n m e nt  co l l a b o rat i o n ;  a n d  t h e  ro l e  o f  
parliamentarians in the national reconciliation process, etc. 

 2. ECOWARN
38 incidents reports and 13 situation reports were 
submitted into the ECOWARN system.

Women in Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET) 
Programme

 African Women’s Day
In Commemoration of the African Women’s Day on 31st 
July, WANEP Togo organised a seminar on the theme: “The 
role of the woman in preventing conflict at home.” The 
participants were mainly market women from Adidogome 
and Tsevie, two towns that WANEP Togo has adopted as its 
target areas for the implementation of the WIPNET 
programme. In Adidogome, 190 participants including 185 
women and 2 men participated in the seminar on 30th July; 
whiles in Tsevie on 31st July, a total of 88 participants made 
up 86 women and 2 men attended. Most of these women 
were ignorant of the existence of such a day for the African 
Woman. It was therefore an opportunity for the Network to 
raise awareness on the importance of the Day and most 
especially the role of these women in regards conflict 
prevention and peacebuilding in their homes.
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Table 1: QUARTER THREE 2012 PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

I CONFLICT PREVENTION – WARN (EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE NETWORK)

Regional Seminar on the Roles 
of the Police and the Media in 
Managing Early  Warning 
Information

WARN Products

WANEP has established a 
partnership with the media 
and the police on strategies to 
manage and disseminate 
early warning information 
emanating from NEWS and 
ECOWARN;

Closer collaboration and 
synergy between the media, 
the police, ECOWAS Early 
Warning Directorate and 
W A N E P  o n  c o n f l i c t  
p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  
peacebuilding;

The inclusion of the police 
and media in the listserve for 
E C O W A R N  a n d  N E W S  
products and outputs.

WARN Bulletins for the 
quarter 
ŸWANEP Nigeria: Weekly 
Highlight 15 – 21 July, 2012
ŸWANEP Nigeria: Weekly 
Highlight – 22 – 28 July, 2012
ŸWANEP Cote d’ Ivoire:  
Monthly Bulletin on Human 
Security – July 2012

Comments from ECOWAS: 
Ms. Florence Iheme, Acting 
Director of the Early Warning 
Directorate (EWD) of ECOWAS 
a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Commissioner for Political 
Affairs, Peace & Security 
stated the following:
The relationship with WANEP 
has been very useful to the 
commission, because the 
early warning mechanism of 
WANEP compliments the 
responses and feedback from 
various communities and 
states to the commission;
I t  h a s  a l s o  h e l p e d  
communities and citizens to 
get more involved in early 
warning programmes;
The timeliness of the seminar 
as it happened when ECOWAS 
needed a proactive response 
t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  a n d  
challenging security situation 
in the sub-region; 
The seminar had provided 
further opportunity for the 
Commission to engage the 
police as well as the media 
within the member states of 
ECOWAS in a constructive 
manner;
She noted that conference 
marks the beginning of an 
overdue engagement process 
b e t w e e n  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
working in the regional early 
warning mechanisms and the 
two very critical institutions 
required for early warning and 
early response.
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Table 1: QUARTER THREE 2012 PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

II CIVIL SOCIETY GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY 

WANEP strengthens National 
Capacit ies  for  Managing 
E l e c t o r a l  D i s p u t e s

WANEP Benin advocates for the 
professional administration of 
the electoral process in Benin

20 Eminent Persons selected 
from the 10 regions in Ghana 
i.e. traditional rulers (Chiefs 
a n d  Q u e e n  m o t h e r s ) ,  
R e l i g i o u s  B o d i e s  a n d  
Reputable Civil Society Actors 
more capacitated to convene 
and facilitate dialogue and 
mediation to transform 
political disputes in their 
r e s p e c t i v e  r e g i o n s

C o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
democratic process in Benin 

All eminent Persons have 
already started using their 
skills in mediation. Notable 
among the changes are the 
work of Queen Mother of 
Twifo Hemang of the Central 
region.  Nana Abena Nyarkoa 
III was successful in leading 
mediation between Twifo 
Hemang and Mampong to 
finally put to rest their 
decades old dispute over the 
name “Twifo” which has seen 
many violent clashes in the 
past.

In the Upper East Region a 
looming violent clash between 
students of  the Nurses 
Training College and the 
school authorities was averted 
through mediation; and the 
representatives of the Volta 
Region were able to lobby the 
National Peace Council to stop 
staffing process for the 
re g i o n a l  p e a c e  co u n c i l  
secretariat to ensure qualified 
women are specifically “head 
hunted” and hired to ensure a 
good balance of female – male 
ratio.

The Northern Region Eminent 
Persons also succeeded in 
ensuring political parties do 
n o t  u s e  t h e  D a g b o n  
chieftaincy in their campaigns 
as has been in the past. This 
has helped in preventing 
clashes over the issue in the 
region.

1000 copies of an advocacy 
paper titled: “Advocacy Paper 
for the Institutionalizing a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  
administration in Benin” 
published to support the 
process
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Table 1: QUARTER THREE 2012 PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

II CIVIL SOCIETY GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY 

Production of a short film to 
support violence-free elections 
in December 2012

WANEP GB strengthening 
women's participation in the 
democratic process in Guinea 
Bissau

Launching of the Consultation 
report on peaceful elections in 
Sierra Leone held 

2-day consultative meeting on 
p r o m o t i n g  g r a s s r o o t s  
democracy and effective 
decentralization

An advocacy tool for a 
violence-free election and a 
peace before, during and 
a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s

Capacity of 40 women of a 
member organization known 
as “Exercitos de la Paz” 
(Soldiers of Peace) and other 
stakeholders in the Gabu 
r e g i o n  s t r e n g t h e n e d   

Report launched and was 
a t t e n d e d  b y  r e l e v a n t  
stakeholders that were 
p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
consultation that was held in 
June.

A two-day consultative 

meeting in the two target 

regions (Basse, Upper River 

Region and Kerewan, North 

B a n k  R e g i o n  f o r  3 5  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  o n  t h e  

promotion of the concept of 

the Local  Government 

Decentralization Process. 

Copies of the film have been 
distributed to media houses 
including Metro TV, Multi-TV, 
TV3, etc. for a wider broadcast 

A regional peace council and 5 
community peace councils 
made up of women and youth 
c r e a t e d  s o  f a r

The chair of the occassion, Ms. 
Miatta French Commissioner 
of the Electoral Commission 
for the Western Region 
described WANEP's activities 
as a laudable initiative in its 
contribution  to ensure that 
p e a c e  p r e v a i l s  i n  t h e  
N o v e m b e r  1 7  g e n e r a l  
elections. She spoke briefly 
about the operations of the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission and their firm 
commitment to ensure that 
the November elections are 
free, fair, credible and non-
violent. The Commissioner 
and other  stakeholders  
present appreciated the 
recommendations contained 
in the report  and indicated 
their resolve to work towards 
achieving peaceful elections.

The communities welcomed 
the project and emphasized 
the need for capacity building 
and sensitization;
During a courtesy call on the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  R e g i o n a l  
Administration, Lands and 
Tra d i t i o n a l  R u l e rs ,  t h e  
Minister pledged his support 
to the project and emphasized 
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
especially his office is always 
ready and willing to work with 
organizations that are working 
t o w a r d s  n a t i o n a l  
development.
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SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

II CIVIL SOCIETY GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY 

WANEP Burkina popularizes 
t h e  E l e c t i o n  D i s p u t e  
Management Practice Guide 
f o r  W e s t  A f r i c a  

Copies of the Practice Guide 
were presented to the 
ministries, the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission and various 
relevant stakeholders

Increase in the demand for the 
Election Dispute Management 
G u i d e  h a s  c r e a t e d  a n  
enhanced visibility for WANEP 
and its work in the country. 

A minister of state, M. 
Toussaint Abel Coulibaly and 
t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  
Electoral Commission, Mr. 
Barthélémy Kéré and other 
r e l e v a n t  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
believing in the mission of 
WANEP and its values were 
present at the launching. They 
all commended WANEP for 
such an invaluable resource 
that seeks to contribute and 
consolidate the democratic 
process in Burkina Faso in the 
sub-region as a whole;

The Chairman of the Electoral 
Commission called on WANEP 
to disseminate the practice 
guide throughout the country 
and especially by explaining 
the content to grassroots 
communities

III YOUTH AND PEACE EDUCATION

WANEP Regional convenes 
P e a c e  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
Curr iculum development  
Experts for the development of 
a framework for the integration 
/implementation of peace 
education in schools in West 
A f r i c a

The framework to guide the 
development of the practice 
guide has been developed by 
the experts. 

Lead consultant in the process 
of finalising the practice guide 
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n
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20QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 

SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

IV WOMEN IN PEACEBUILDING NETWORK PROGRAMME

W A N E P  C o t e  d ' I v o i r e  
undertakes a feasibility study 
tour in Danané, Duekoué and 
Man, in the West of Cote 
d'Ivoire in the framework of 
“Restoration of the rights of 
victims of sexual violence” 
project

E x p e r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Roundtable in Benin City to 
develop a framework for the 
inclusion and participation of 
women in peace processes in 
the Niger Delta

15 women were identified as 
facilitators of the peace huts 
that are to be established to 
serve as centres of mediation 
to support to victims of sexual 
violence. Their capacity were 
built in women's rights, 
conflict prevention and 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  
communication skills and 
community mobilization

Continued collaboration with 
the State Ministries of 
Women Affairs and other 
relevant stakeholders to 
sustain the relationship with 
WIPNET members on their 
involvement in issues of 
peace and security in the 
Niger Delta Region;
New entry into the Niger 
D e l t a  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Cooperation.

A 4-series video documentary 
on the role of women in the 
reconciliation process has 
b e e n  p r o d u c e d

Increase awareness and 
consciousness level of women 
to be part of peace processes 
in Benin and their involvement 
in analyzing causes of violence 
and the role of women in the 
p e a c e b u i l d i n g  p ro c e s s .

V WEST AFRICA PEACEBUILDING INSTITUTE (WAPI)

11th training session of WAPI 50 participants from civil 
society, ECOWAS, AU, The 
Ghana Police Service and the 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission of Ghana trained 
in Early Warning and Early 
Response, Human Security, 
and Dialogue and Mediation

Since 2002, WANEP through 
WAPI has strengthened the 
capacity of over 450 peace 
practitioners, diplomats, civil 
society practitioners and 
business executives in conflict 
t ra n s fo r m at i o n ,  h u m a n  
security and dialogue and 
mediation.

UNDP Ghana believing in 
WA N E P ' s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  
capacity as a lead organisation 
in peacebuilding in Africa 
consulted WANEP to train 13 
officers of the Ghana Police 
Service and 10 personnel of 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o ra l  
Commission of Ghana at WAPI 
2 0 1 2 ,  i n  D i a l o g u e  a n d  
Mediation with the aim of 
supporting a violence-free, 
transparent, free, fair and 
peaceful elections in Ghana in
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SN° PROGRAMS ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED OUTPUTS / RESULTS INDICATOR OF 

PROGRESS

V WEST AFRICA PEACEBUILDING INSTITUTE (WAPI)

Ghana in Dec. 2012.

Comment from the ECOWAS 
analyst (who was given full 
scholarship from WANEP 
under the SIDA project to 
attend WAPI 2012):
“These skills acquired at WAPI 
are very significant in the Early 
W a r n i n g  D i r e c t o r a t e ' s  
interventions in Member 
States which is in compliance 
with the ECOWAS Vision 2020 
of moving from ECOWAS of 
S t a t e s  t o  E C O W A S  o f  
People.”…..It is my hope that 
WA N E P  w i l l  e n c o u ra g e  
ECOWAS to send in more staff 
for training of this nature; as 
apart from capacity building of 
staff, it also strengthens 
collaborative efforts and 
facilitates networking for 
sustainable peace and stability 
in the region”.

VI RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION

1. Democracy, Elections and Stability in Post War States. Proceedings of National Consultative Meeting on 
Peaceful Elections in Sierra Leone: A Publication; WANEP 2012 

2. Peer Mediation Manual (French version); WANEP 2012
3. 10 years of influencing of Policies in West Africa: A compendium of WANEP's Policy Briefs 2000 – 2010; 

WANEP 2012
4. Mali: Managing the Damage of a Complex Context – Policy Brief; WANEP 2012 
5. Bénin, les indicateurs d'un Etat qui perd ses repères » (Benin, a nation losing its bearings ? – Policy Brief, 

WANEP Benin, 2012
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