
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

2011 Nigerian Elections – Cause for Concern 

Accra, January 26, 2011 – The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding – as the implementing partner of 

the ECOWAS early warning and response mechanism has been monitoring with keen interest the 

processes leading to the  April 2011 Nigeria. Given its geo-strategic importance in promoting peace and 

human security in West Africa, Nigeria cannot afford to get the outcome of its elections “wrong”. 

Nigeria must ensure a free, credible and transparent electoral process 

Taking into cognizance some of the progress made so far, WANEP commends:  

 the efforts and boldness of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) in embarking 

on a more robust voter’s registration process and ensuring that internal democracy is 

entrenched in the party primary conducted in 2011; 

 the leadership of the various political parties, especially the ruling People’s Democratic Party 

(PDP), for allowing a level playing ground for its aspirants at the various party primaries; 

 the role of civil society organizations in advocating for the review and eventual amendment of 

electoral laws in order to ensure a credible election in Nigeria; 

 and the political will of the government in passing into law the electoral reforms as well as 

providing adequate fund for INEC to perform its statutory roles.  

Notwithstanding, WANEP notes with much concern that the electoral process remains at risk on 

multiple fronts considering the spate of violence especially the killings in Jos Plateau, the Boko Haram 

killings in the North East zone, the renewed militancy in the Niger Delta, the hate speeches from 

politicians along ethno-religious lines particularly from those alleged to have been unjustly treated at 

the party primaries and the shortcomings in the logistics of the ongoing voter’s registration exercise, 

which will impact on the timeframe for the whole exercise and the election itself. 



 

WANEP therefore call on: 

 INEC to continue to play the role of an unbiased umpire and desist from any act capable of 

jeopardizing its neutrality. We also call on INEC to ensure that the hitches witnessed in the early 

days of the voter’s registration exercise are adequately addressed to ensure that Nigerian voters 

are registered within the timeframe. The period for the exercise could also be extended if 

necessary. 

 The security agencies to come up with a coordinated and holistic plan that will give Nigerians the 

confidence to fully participate in the electoral processes. 

 CSOs to embark on a coordinated election monitoring process linked with appropriate response 

strategies to ensure a violence- free and fair election. 

WANEP believes that a credible and transparent electoral process in Nigeria will not only contribute in 

enhancing peace and security in the country, but also have ripple effect on the entire sub region.  

WANEP will therefore continue to work with its national network in Nigeria and other stakeholders in 

monitoring, analyzing and developing policy briefs to inform adequate and effective responses as our 

contribution to the entire process. 
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WANEP is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded in 1998 in response to civil wars that plagued 

West Africa in the late 1980s.  We place special focus on collaborative approach, working alongside major actors, 

particularly governments, intergovernmental bodies and women in a bid to establish a platform for dialogue, 

experience sharing and learning, thereby complementing efforts at ensuring sustainable peace and development.   
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