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Gender perspective, a corner stone for lasting solutions to climate change and conflict 

prevention  

The West Africa Network for Pecebuilding (WANEP) joins the global community to commemorate 

the 2019 International Day of Peace under the theme: "Climate Action for Peace", drawn from 

the Sustainable Development Goals 13. This year’s celebration seeks to raise awareness on the 

impact of climate change on human security and sustainable peace and calls for urgent actions 

to be taken to combat climate change and its impact. The International Day of Peace provides 

avenues for everyone around the world to commit to peace by transcending differences and 

nurturing a nonviolent culture whether at interpersonal, intrapersonal, intergroup, national and 

international level.   

Climate change has become a pressing and growing threat to global peace and security. In Africa, 

especially in the sub Saharan region, climate change has led to humanitarian crises as a result of 

recurring droughts, floods and deforestation with serious implications on food security, 

livelihood, health, peace and development.  According to the World Bank 2010 report on 

‘’Responding to floods in West Africa: Lessons from Evaluation,’’ many countries in West Africa, 

notably Benin, Nigeria,  Niger and Burkina Faso were affected by floods in 2010, leading to 

massive displacements and forced migrations in the region with implications on community 

peace.1  

In line with the theme, WANEP wishes to use this forum to draw attention to the effects of 

climate change particularly on women and children in the region. Water shortage and drought 

obliges women and their children to walk long distances to access water thereby deepening their 

vulnerabilities and exposing them to health hazards and sexual gender-based violence. Climate 

 
1 Responding to Floods in West Africa: Lessons from Evaluation. Available at: 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTDIRGEN/Resources/flood_note.pdf. Accessed on September 16, 2019  



 
change affects women’s health and sexual reproductive health as well, due to the turn-up of 

greenhouse gases.2 As women make up the bulk of subsistence farmers, environmental 

degradation occasioned by climate change destroys their farmlands with grave impact on food 

production thus preventing them from taking care of their families. This situation tends to 

exacerbate women’s level of poverty and contributes to widening disparities and gender 

inequalities in the region.  

WANEP, while recognizing global, regional and national efforts towards finding lasting solutions 

to climate change, raises concern on the negative impact of climate change on women and the 

gap in gender perspectives in the approach to tackle the issue and calls for an inclusive and 

gendered approach to climate change discourses. WANEP notes that women could play a key 

role in finding adaptive solutions and building resilience to mitigate the effects of climate change. 

As peacebuilders and peacekeepers women could more significantly contribute in bringing to the 

table strategies to prevent and mitigate climate change related conflicts. In this wise, WANEP 

makes the following recommendations; 

 

To Women and youth 

• To deepen their knowledge on climate change issues for valuable contribution in 

the search for lasting solutions; 

• To increase their visibility by documenting their interventions and success stories 

in addressing climate change related issues.   

To civil society 

• To raise awareness on climate change setback in general and its specific impact 

on women; 

 
2 Gender, Climate Change and Health. Available at: https://www.who.int/globalchange/GenderClimateChangeHealthfinal.pdf. Accessed on 
September, 2019  



 
• To provide information at community level for behavioral change that will enable 

a healthier, peaceful and development-friendly environment; 

• To advocate for enforcement of law on climate change mitigation. 

To Governments 

• To respect their commitments on climate change mitigation and domesticate its 

subsequent laws by developing policies and programs to effectively address the 

problem; 

• To promote women’s participation in the planning and implementation of 

adaptation measures to climate change, taking into consideration their specific 

needs and priorities. 

To donors 

• To create funding opportunity in support of women’s initiatives on climate 

change.  

To the International Communities 

• To involve more women in debates, researches and decision-making processes 

related to climate change; 

• To create spaces for women’s voices to be heard and specific needs to be 

addressed while reflecting on climate change solution. 

 

 


