
 

WANEP, European Union Partner to Reduce Electoral Violence 

The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) and the European Union (EU) officially 

formalized their relationship with the recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

for the implementation of a project on Electoral Violence. The project titled “Election Monitoring, 

Analysis and Management” (EMAM) covers seven West African countries of Togo, Guinea Bissau, 

Guinea, Gambia, Senegal, 

Burkina Faso and Cote 

d’Ivoire. The symbolic 

signing ceremony of the 

MOU held on November 

19, 2018 at the WANEP 

Regional Office.  

In an opening remark at 

the ceremony, WANEP 

Program Director, Mrs. 

Levinia Addae-Mensah 

described the MOU with 

the EU as “another first 

for WANEP.” She said 

though the process was 

tedious, the partnership 

has become a reality, 

adding, “While we 

celebrate and sign the 

contract, we are also 

signing our collective 

commitment to the 

success of the project.” 

Mrs. Addae-Mensah, who 

is also the Deputy 

Executive Director of WANEP expressed appreciation to the project team and said the efforts put 

into the proposal is ‘a reflection of the commitment of staff to the ideals of WANEP!’ 

Mr. Ifeanyi Okechukwu, the Regional Coordinator Early Warning who is also the Project 

Coordinator said this development is another evidence of WANEP’s capacity and expertise in the 

field of Early Warning and Election Management. He said this project marks the first time WANEP 
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will be engaging sub-grantees. According to Mr. Okechukwu, the project strengthens WANEP’s 

relationship with intergovernmental agencies like UNOWAS and ECOWAS, who are an integral 

part of the project. He concluded that “the successful implementation of this project will move 

WANEP to the next level!” 

“A call to duty,” was how WANEP Executive Director, Dr. Chukwuemeka Eze described the 

EU/WANEP partnership. He said WANEP’s ability to manage multiple donors and their peculiar 

requirements shows that the organization has come of age and gives a picture of where the 

organization is going!” He urged staff to put in their best in ensuring effective implementation of 

the project while pledging total management support. “We can do it and I am convinced that the 

way we are going, WANEP will one day win the Noble prize for Peace,” he enthused! Dr. Eze 

further expressed appreciation to the EU for the confidence they have in WANEP.  

The EMAM project aims to contribute to a reduction in electoral violence through strengthened 

regional and national capacities to enhance peaceful electoral processes in the target countries 

set to hold parliamentary and presidential elections between 2018 and 2021. It will also 

coordinate civil society organization’s support for national electoral dispute management 

processes in these countries. It is an integral part of the overall WANEP strategic action plan, 

which seeks to enhance the capacity of civil society and relevant state institutions for the 

promotion of human security, conflict prevention and peacebuilding. 

This unique partnership has once again reaffirmed WANEP’s leading role in the field of 

peacebuilding. Over the years, WANEP has garnered proven expertise and experience in election 

monitoring, analysis and management based on its firm belief that electoral dispute management 

mechanisms are a prerequisite in the overall maintenance and sustenance of peace and security. 

WANEP’s recognition in this field led to its successful partnership with ECOWAS in the 

operationalization of the ECOWAS early warning network (ECOWARN) and also paved the way 

for the implementation of a five-year project with USAID on mitigating electoral violence through 

the National Early Warning System (NEWS) in five countries including Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, 

Ghana, Niger and Sierra Leone. 

 


