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Introduction
Sierra Leone is preparing for anoth nsition’ wi : eduled 2018 general
. » g
elections. Amidst post-Ebola recovery c : C of consultations with his

cabinet and the Elections Management Bodies (EMBs), in compliance with the necessary

constitutional provisions, President Dr. Ernest Bai Koroma, @hnounced that the general
electiond@ to be scheduled March 7, 2018. During thisg@hnouncement; the President
assured th /avtlon and the international community of his ovemment’{beparedness for

conducting p ul elections and a successful politi€al transiti %)e reaffirmed his

tion 46‘\6 31991 Constitution of
Slationship®

The 2018 elections is significant for Sierra Leone’s political transition since it’s the first

commitment to tw I@ofﬁce as stipulated i

. 1
Sierra Leone .

election to be conducted under the revised 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone, as well as the
2015 population census. In addition, it would also be the first elections to be conducted based
on the restructured 16 political districts and 190 administrative chiefdoms, passed into law by

the Sierra Leone Parliament on Tuesday 4™ April 2017.

! The constitutions states that no person shall hold office as president for more than two terms of five years each whether or not the terms are
consecutive-http://www.commonlii.org/sl/legis/const/1991/



The Current Election Security Threats in Sierra Leone
? Physical Violence and Destruction of Properties

Trends of reported violent incidents in the'media and through/theyWANEP National Early

Warningy System (NEWS)wsuggest escalating intra and infer-party violence occurrences

resulting in'deaths, injuries and'd@estructioh of property. Reported cases include:

¢ OnJuly, 19" 2016 joint police and military patrol force§lhad to intervene to restore

ordér on the Island of Bonthe, Sierra Leone, wheregiembers of the*male ‘Poro™

society.clashed with the security forces. An argument between a female non-member

and a maie member flared up into violent confront@tion, which'left'two people dead.’

* Violence was also~reported during bye-ele s in Constituency 050 in Port Loko
District, Northern Sietta Leone, and Constltuency 001 'in Kailahun District, Eastern
Sierra Leone. In Port Loko, youth.members of the ADP attacked the Chairman of the
Party, Mohammed Kamarainba Manasaray, as he campaigned in the constituency. At
Kailahun, the military was deployed to support the police to restore order when SLPP
and APC youths clashed during political rallies.

* The arrest and subsequent charge of an ADP leader for possession of a stunt gun
which he claimed to have possessed for self defence during a local bye-election in

Ward 089 on 24™ April 2017, in Makeni and Ward 025 in Kailahun on May 28, 2017.

* On the 6™ of August 2017, irate youths in Bumpe chiefdom, Bo District, Southern
Sierra Leone attacked and injured a Member of Parliament. The matter was brought to

court and the perpetrators have been jailed for this act for one night.

? https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.necsl.necapp; WANEP NEWS Report

? Karimu Peter George aka Daddy George was allegedly killed by Junior Fonnie. They belonged to rival factions of the opposition party
* Poro society is a secret society for specifically males and mainly those from the Northern part of Sierra Leone.

* See Concord Times newspaper of July 19, 2016




Conformity to the Rule of Law

The Voter Exhibition exercise commenced " August 2017for a period of one week
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Recommendations:

For the@ernment of Sierra Leone (GoSL)

reported acroébhe country and
ngh appro@e ngagement of the

©

. Th%o’SL should investigate incidents of violence, &

advice ropriate actions to end impunity t

Independe \@ﬁc omplaints Board.

For the NEC/PPRC/NCD/IQQ/ ] n on 5\’\'\95

* The National Electoral Commission (NEC) and Political Parties Registration
Commission (PPRC) should strengthen the grievance procedures at the level of
Political Party Liaison Committee. Capacity building is required to improve the
Alternative Dispute Resolutions to better address the emerging intra and inter-party
disputes at the national and district levels;

* The PPRC and NEC to work with 12 registered political parties, the Campaign for
Good Governance, the National Elections Watch and other appropriate CSOs to
recommit to the code of conduct to work together and ensure a peaceful electoral

process through a public signing ceremony;

6 https://awoko.org/2017/09/04/sierra-leone-news-voter-exhibition-wanted-political-party-agents/
7 Ibid, https://awoko.org/2017/09/04/sierra-leone-news-voter-exhibition-wanted-political-party-agents/



* The PPRC, WANEP, CGG and appropriate CSOs should design and implement

dispute management training progra the political pasties to enhance political

tolerance and con in the'lead up to the el

f double registration on

1Ssue;

must strengthen the civic voter
itizen
The Independent Media CoOmiiliss ctigelledne Association of Journalists

should consider efforts

capacity to report on
For the Political Parties:

e Political parties to work with the District Election C¢
@IEP, CGG and other appropriate CSOs to develop dispute resoluti«@)nechanisms

disputes amoPépArty members

C awareneisgograms on political

Monitoring Committees,

at @national and district levels to mitigate emergi
and/ ers;

. National,/ ions Response Group to organi
tolerance, \‘}Q-V bership Ofé&Ql parties at national and

ce for youth mem 1
district levels. @; a n O n Sh \p

For the Security Agencies:

* The Integrated Security Planning Committee could work with the National Youth
Commission to engage youth at the district level on non-violence education;

* The Office of National Security should consider working with the Provincial, District
and Chiefdom Security Committees and with relevant CSOs to develop appropriate
early warning systems that facilitates informed responses to identified threats of
election related violence at all levels;

¢ The Chiefdom Security Committees to work with appropriate Community Based
Organisations (CBOs) to organise town hall meeting on political tolerance and non-

violence which improves civil-security relations in the lead up to the elections;



For the Civil Society and the Media:




