Introduction:
A half-year assessment of security risks
in West Africa highlights a significant
trend of violent extremism by terror
groups. The current spate of attacks by
Boko Haram in Nigeria and across the
border to Niger, and the existence of
terrorist cells affiliated with Al-Qaeda
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and AlMourabitoun activities in Mali and
Burkina Faso have far-reaching
impacts on regional security.
According to Security Analyst, Olga
Bogorad, the amount of these local
cells could also continue to increase in
years to come, strengthening the
ability of AQIM to inspire and mount
deadly attacks in West Africa.1

Fig 1: Sahel corridor depicting coverage areas of violent extremism
courtesy: Pan African Vision

During the period, January-June 2017,
extremist attacks in Nigeria, Niger, Mali, and Burkina
Faso ranged from suicide explosions, cross-border
raids, lone-wolf attacks, targets of military installations,
churches, and mosque, landmine, abduction and
kidnapping. These attacks were attributed to the three
major extremist groups operating in West Africa, which
comprise Boko Haram, AQIM and Al-Mourabitoun.
Additional armed attacks were linked to armed
robbery, herdsmen/farmers conflicts, gang group
violence, ritual killings, community and inter-ethnic
clashes, arms trafficking among others.
Figure 2 depicts the trend of violent extremism and
armed attacks in West Africa during the first half of
2017. From January to June, Nigeria, Mali, Niger and
Burkina Faso experienced both violent extremism and
armed attacks. Among the four affected countries,
1

Nigeria recorded the highest cases with the ratio of
armed attacks to violent extremism as 90/271. Mali
recorded the second highest cases of 41/33 while
Niger and Burkina reported 23 and 11 cases of violent
extremism respectively.
The graph also suggests that human security is
threatened by a number of armed attacks in Cote
D'Ivoire, which recorded 14 cases of armed attacks
while Senegal recorded 6 within the period. Ghana,
Gambia, Sierra Leone and Togo were proportionately
lower.
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Fig 2: Graph illustration depicting
trend of violent extremism and armed
attacks in West Africa (Jan-June 2017)
Courtesy:
WANEP National Early Warning system

As depicted in the graph a total of 334 cases of armed
attacks occurred in the axis of Nigeria, Niger, Burkina
and Mali. More importantly, it is noticeable that the
cumulative frequency and trend of occurrence in
Nigeria was 20 times higher compared to recorded
cases in Niger and Mali. The implication and the
consequences of this conflict has been documented in
the number of forced migration and displacements
with high casualties on men, women and children.
This suggests that insecurity remains the most
debilitating threat to social economic stability of the
region. Though many factors contribute to the
insecurity of the region, a significant link has been
made on the porosity of borders of most affected
countries across the Sahel corridor. These areas are
notorious for illicit trafficking of small arms and light
weapons in the region2. Similarly, another contributing
factor is the deteriorating security situation in Libya
and subsequent dispersal of its stockpile cross the
border into Mali, and the illicit trafficking and
proliferation of arms in Burkina Faso3

Consequences of Terrorism and Armed Attacks
in West Africa
The report reveals civilian and soft target causalities
are on the increase.
Figure 3 highlights casualties of death and injuries as
documented for countries with highest impact in the
region. A comparative analysis for the first half of the
year highlights a death toll of 918 from armed attacks
and 361 from violent extremism in Nigeria.
Additionally, there is a combined total of 719 people
injured during this period. It is followed by Mali with
218 and 46 injuries from violent extremism and armed
attacks respectively. Niger preceded Burkina Faso in
the cumulative total of injuries and deaths by a ratio of
3:1 highlighting the growing trend of insecurity in the
country and further threat to the stability of the
region4.
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Data from ECOWAS Warning and Response Network (ECOWARN) and the WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS)

Fig 3: A 6month Graphic representation of
deaths and injury distribution from armed attacks and violent extremism in West Africa

In terms of sex disaggregation, there was a cumulative
death of 83 and 135 men in the reported incidences in
Mali and Nigeria respectively during the period.
Female deaths recorded were 66 while the total
number of child death was 8. The significant of female
deaths were as a result of their active participation as
suicide bombers thereby raising the threat of gender
dimension to violent extremism.
Forced Displacement
A consequence of the high records of armed attacks
and violent extremism in the region has been the
increasing number of Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) and refugees from forced displacement.

Fig 4: Graphic distribution of forced displacement
in four countries with the highest reports from
armed conflict and violent extremism within the period.

Fig 4 highlights displacements from armed attacks
and violent extremism from four countries in the
region with the most significant casualties. These
include Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Nigeria. A
comparative analysis indicates that Burkina Faso
recorded 1,900 displacements representing the
lowest number of displacements among the four
countries while Nigeria had the highest
displacements within the same period with a total of
1.9 million people comprising mostly of IDPs. Further
disaggregation of data from Nigeria in terms of
geographical distribution highlights that Adamawa,
Borno and Yobe states had the highest number of
recorded cases. These three states are situated in the
North Eastern geopolitical region of the country.

The Nigeria reports attribute the high rate of armed
attacks to varied incidences of herder/famer conflicts,
armed robbery, kidnaping, ritual killings and interethnic violence. These attacks are fuelled by the
proliferation of arms produced internally and also
trafficked across the borders.

At both regional and national levels, WANEP has
commenced further restructuring of its NEWS/WARN
system in view of the growing threat of violent
extremism in the region and also to reinvent its
c a p a c i t y t o s u p p o r t E C O WA R N a n d t h e
AU/Continental Early Warning System (CEWS).

Other consequences
A major consequence of violent extremism and armed
attacks recorded is the impact on livelihoods and
infrastructures such as the destruction of public and
private properties comprising schools, institutions,
historical monuments, livestock and agricultural
products.

Conclusion
Despite efforts by state authorities and ECOWAS to
scale up efforts to counter violent extremism and
insecurity in the region, the period under review
indicates major threats at regional, national and
community levels. The beginning of 2017 was stowed
with violence and extremist attacks. The key affected
countries (Nigeria, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso)
appeared to be overwhelmed by these challenges of
insecurity. Therefore, a well-supported and locally
driven community initiative to mitigate these threats is
imperative.

For instance, the frequency and dimensions of
extremist attacks in Nigeria has impacted on food
security as agricultural production has significantly
reduced in the states with the highest occurrence. An
estimated 5.2 million people are food insecure in
Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states5. In Soum and
Oudalan Provinces in Burkina Faso, a total of 380
schools were affected, one school was completely
destroyed6. The implications include an obstruction of
normal studies and school calendar in affected areas
with further implication on the education of children in
these areas. Government expenditure on security and
education is likely to increase and the overall levels of
insecurity and normal social functions will be
significantly affected.
Existing Mechanisms for Response:
There is scaling up of military operations across the
affected countries and a Multi-National Joint Taskforce
(MNJTF) operation is in progress. International
humanitarian organisations are addressing the
complex IDP and refugee situation and also
spontaneous returnees have been observed in
recently accessible communities, although the
humanitarian situation remains critical. Local
communities have also organized neighborhood
guards, vigilantes and militia groups to support the
security operatives to counter threats from terrorism
and armed attacks7.

Recommendations:
AU, ECOWAS and member states
A review of the ECOWAS Counter Terrorism
Strategy and Implementation plan to focus
more on addressing structural drives and
align same with national peace, security and
development plans
Identify and work with state and civil society
organizations at all levels to develop medium
to long term strategies for the effective
implementation of the ECOWAS counter
terrorism strategy for the region and also the
master plan for silencing the guns by 2020;
Set up a committee comprising West African
Network on Small Arms (WANSA), the
peacekeeping training centres of excellence
such as Kofi Anan International Peacekeeping
Training Centre, the National Defence
College, Abuja and the Peacekeeping School
in Mali to appraise the enforcement of the
ECOWAS Moratorium on Small Arms and
Light Weapons and recommend strategies to
mitigate the proliferation of arms in West
Africa;
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Explore existing researches already conducted
by state, civil society organisations on violent
extremism and radicalism and support local
initiatives to counter violent extremism
through the peace fund in the four core
countries affected countries;
Work with regional and local CSOs to
implement the peace education program
under the ECOWAS Conflict Prevention
Framework to mitigate the radicalization of
youths for violent extremism in the region;
Ensure sustained support for governments
and civil society led early warming and
response systems.
Community Institutions and FBOs (Faith Based
Organisations)
Faith based institutions including churches
and mosques to explore the opportunities of
interfaith platforms to design and develop
frameworks for interreligious community
response to violent extremism;

Local women's groups utilizing women's
social network platforms to intensify training
and mentorship on radicalization, criminality
as well as participate in security and early
warning initiatives at all levels;
Government gender agencies/ministries
should support and work with women leaders
to develop or review National Action Plans for
the implementation of UNSCRs 1325 and
1820 to integrate strategies to engage
women as captured in recent gender national
and international instruments that promote
women's role in CVE.
Private Sector
Beyond cooperate social responsibilities, the
private companies should invest in the
business of peace through the contribution of
regional and national peace funds to facilitate
peacebuilding interventions that support CVE

This report is a special thematic report of the WANEP Warning and
Response (WARN) program with specific analysis and interpretation
focusing on violent extremism and organized crime. The figures in this
report are collated based on data from the WANEP National Early
Warning System which is an integral component of WARN. It also
makes use of data from the ECOWAS Early Warning and Response
Network (ECOWARN) system. It provides analytical report for the
period January to June 2017.
The report interprets data in countries of the region where violent
extremism and armed attacks are considered to be serious threats to
human security. Therefore, for the sake of analysis, it considers only the
absolute value of incidence instead of the values compare to
population size of the affected countries.

