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CHALLENGES OF INCLUSIVE DEMOCRACY

WANEP is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded in 1998 in response to civil wars that 

plagued West Africa in the late 1980s.  We place special focus on collaborative approach, working 

alongside major actors, particularly governments, intergovernmental bodies and women in a bid to 

establish a platform for dialogue, experience sharing and learning, thereby complementing efforts at 

ensuring sustainable peace and development.  

Post-Election Consultations and Dialogue Sessions Held in Sierra Leone: 

A Group Photo In front of an Africa Hut in Robis Village
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OVERVIEW OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN 
WEST AFRICA:

Diverse issues ranging from terrorism, violent conflicts, 
demonstrations to suspected arsons and fire outbreaks 
threatened human security in West Africa in the second 
quarter of the year.

Nigeria: In the quarter under review, the “Boko-Haram,” 
insurgency in Nigeria continued to claim enormous lives 
and properties estimated at millions of naira. The group 
which is said to have links with other Islamic militants in 
Niger, Mali and the Sahel region recently engaged in bloody 
confrontation with members of the Joint Task Force leading 
to 185 deaths and loss of properties. The onslaught on 
innocent citizens continued with the killing of 90 security 
agents in Nasarawa state by the Ombatse cult group. As the 
insecurity situation in the country continues unabated, 
President Goodluck Jonathan was compelled to declare a 
State of Emergency in three states of Adamawa, Borno and 
Yobe respectively. Added to this is the perennial communal 
and ethno-religious conflict particularly between 
Herdsmen and farmers and between Christians and 
Muslims in most parts of the Northern states.

Ghana: The outcome of the on-going election petition 
hearing at Ghana's Supreme Court over the declaration of 
John Mahama as President is a source of concern. WANEP 
and other CSO have been working to ensure that the 
outcome of the court proceeding is accepted by the parties 
involved and the rule of law allowed to reign. Anything 
contrary could undermine the democratic gains and the 
highly revered electoral process. Worrisome in Ghana is 
also the persistent fire outbreaks at residential buildings, 
markets and business premises which many perceive to be 
acts of arsonists with political party leanings.

Guinea: The postponement of Guinea Legislative elections 
earlier slated for May 2013 to June 30 by President Alpha 
Conde triggered several demonstrations and withdrawal of 
the opposition from the election process over alleged 
irregularities. Although Guinea experienced fragile peace 

in May with the UN initiated peace talks under the auspices 
of Said Djinnit, the UN-Secretary General representative for 
West Africa, however, the Guinean situation is further 
exacerbated by the piracy in the Gulf of Guinea which has 
grave impact on economic development and regional 
integration.

Mali: Series of protests has continued over the French-led 
military intervention and the ECOWAS military mission 
under the African-led International Support to Mali 
(AFISMA), launched in January. On a positive note, the 
Malian government and the Tuaregs on June 18 signed a 
peace accord in Ouagadougou under the supervision of 
President Blaise Compaoré, the International Mediator 
allowing the army to return to Kidal in preparation for the 
July 28 elections and for the disarmament of rebels. 

Niger: Insurgents suspected to be members of the 
Movement for the Oneness of Jihad (MUJAO) attacked a 
military barracks and a French uranium mining site in Niger 
on May 23rd, killing 30 persons and injuring 26. Another 
attack was carried out by suspected Boko Haram inmates in 
a prison in Niamey leaving three prison guards dead and 22 
inmates freed. 

Togo: Upsurge in protests by different sectors including 
opposition leaders, students and health workers continued 
to be a cause for security concern in Togo.  Opposition 
leaders boycotted the registration process for the planned 
parliamentary elections alleging irregularities and 
demanded the release of their members who were 
arrested in January over alleged arson attack. Health 
workers protested for wage increment and students 
protesting the temporary closure of schools triggered off 
further protests leading to the death of a student in April.
The security situation in the region is further compounded 
by increase in armed attacks by insurgents and so-called 
Islamist in most parts of West Africa including Burkina Faso, 
Ivory Coast, and Niger which has created a humanitarian 
crisis compelling the locals to seek refuge in neighbouring 
countries already facing food shortages and in some cases 
even famine due to drought and other natural causes. 
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REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

CAPACITY BUILDING

Staff development and capacity building
In line with WANEP policy of staff development and 
capacity building and as part of its performance 
management system in order to position staff for effective 
program implementation, four WANEP Staff comprising 

two males and two females from the Regional Office, 
WANEP Ghana and WANEP Nigeria participated in the first 
phase of the third PASA Programme held in Sweden from 
May 12 to 31, 2013. The programme was organised by the 
Department of Peace and Conflict Resolution of the 
UPPSALA University in collaboration with ACCORD and 
supported by SIDA. The training aimed at strengthening 
participant's knowledge and skills on issues of peace and 
security in Sub-Sahara Africa towards increasing the 
capacity of regional organisations to prevent, manage and 



resolve armed conflict. Participants were drawn from 
Regional based organizations and civil society including 
African Union, ECOWAS, WANEP, FAS, IGAD, CEWARN, 
EAASA, LUNGOS_SADC, EAC, and RECSA. The Program 
Director also benefitted from a DANIDA sponsored Results 
Based Management training in Denmark.

Training on Dialogue and Mediation for Ethiopian 
Delegates

WANEP in collaboration with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Ethiopia and Ghana 
divisions conducted three-day training on Dialogue and 
Mediation for 14 delegates from state institutions and civil 
society organizations in Ethiopia. The training which took 
place from June 17 to 19, 2013 at Sunlodge Hotel Accra, 
Ghana geared towards strengthening the skills of the 
delegates on dialogue and mediation including conflict 
resolution techniques, and early-warning to enable them 
effectively respond to conflict situations in their country.
Representatives of UNDP Ethiopia, Mr. Mekonnen Fisseha 
Alemu and Atkilt Daniel Gebretsadik on behalf of the 
delegates, expressed satisfaction with the depth of topics 
covered, stating that it will aid the participants in their work 
as they intend to also share the knowledge acquired with 

their respective organizations and appreciated WANEP for 
putting together an effective, professional and 
comprehensive training.

West Africa Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI)
WANEP in collaboration with KAIPTC, and ECOWAS, 
conducted a baseline survey aimed at strengthening the 
current WAPI curriculum to respond to the emerging peace 
and security challenges confronting the region. The survey 
which was carried out in four countries of Sierra Leone, 
Nigeria, Togo and Cote d'Ivoire sought to assess the current 
peace and security challenges in the region, the capacity 
gaps for response and how WAPI courses can be reviewed 
to respond to these issues. The sample population included 
WAPI Alumni, youth, ministries of defence among others. 
Preliminary findings from the survey identified critical 
areas to be included in the revised WAPI curriculum as 
follows; 
Ÿ Natural Resource Conflict Management
Ÿ Conflict resolution and conflict transformation 

trainings
Ÿ Conflict Sensitive and Human Rights Based 

Programming
Ÿ Mediation courses
Ÿ Interfaith mediation and conflict resolution
Ÿ Youths in conflict transformation
Ÿ Security agency and CSO integration
Following on this, WANEP and KAIPTC will conduct a 
stakeholders meeting to review the WAPI curriculum in line 
with findings from the survey.  

EARLY WARNING AND EARLY RESPONSE

WANEP/ECOWAS Annual Coordination Meeting.
The WANEP/ ECOWAS Annual Coordination Meeting held 
in Accra, Ghana from June 4 to 5, 2013. The meeting 
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Media report of the WANEP-Benin General Assembly

WANEP Executive Director facilitating one of the training sessions
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provided platform for strengthening WANEP and ECOWAS 
partnership in the operationalization of the ECOWAS Early 
Warning Systems (ECOWARN) initiated in 2002.  In 
attendance at the meeting were the leadership of the 

ECOWAS Early Warning Directorate including the Acting 
Director and the Management of WANEP.
On margins of the meeting, the two institutions received a 
delegation of the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) who made presentations on the 
Agency's strategic direction and possible areas of 
partnership between USAID, WANEP and ECOWAS. Key 
recommendations on sustaining WANEP/ECOWAS 
partnership, reactivation of the WANEP Liaison Office in 
Abuja, Nigeria and implementation of joint initiatives for 
the sustenance of ECOWARN were proffered.

WANEP/ECOWAS EWD Analyst Quarterly Meeting 
Under the ECOWAS/WANEP partnership for the 
implementation and operationalization of the ECOWAS 
Early Warning System (ECOWARN), the quarterly Analysts 
debriefing meeting held at WANEP regional secretariat in 

Accra, Ghana on May 3, 2013.

The meeting appraised the current peace and security 
challenges in the West African region with emphasis on 
Guinea, Mali, Guinea Bissau, Nigeria and Togo, and 
brainstormed on mechanisms for responding to the 
identified conflict dynamics including the production of 
well-articulated policy briefs to keep relevant stakeholders 
and policy makers abreast with the security challenges and 
options for response. The meeting also deliberated on 
measures to improve data gathering and analysis using the 
WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) and linking 
response to conflict alerts from the community to national 
levels.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP/ MEETINGS

WANEP participates in the Hangzhou International 
Congress
In recognition of its immense contribution to peace and 
security at both regional and global level, WANEP Executive 
Director, Mr Emmanuel Bombande was a Panellist at the 
Hangzhou International Congress on “Peace and 
Reconciliation: How culture makes the difference 
alongside other eminent panellist including His Excellency 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former President of Nigeria, Professor 
Jan Pronk, former Member of Parliament and Minister for 
Development Cooperation and Environment of the 
Netherlands among others. The Congress under the 
theme; “Culture: Key to Sustainable Development”, took 
place in the City of Hangzhou, China from May 14 to 17, 
2013. 
WANEP's incisive and well-informed contributions  was 
highly appreciated at the Hangzhou congress, ranked as the  
highest  global event in 15 years dedicated to  culture and 
sustainable development s ince the UNESCO's 
Intergovernmental Conference on Cultural Policies for 
Development in Stockholm in 1998. 

WANEP participates in WPP global strategic 
consultation/trains GPPAC staff in masculinities 
and Gender Sensitive Active Non-violence:
Participants in the masculinity training, The Hague, the 
Netherlands As part of its gender-based approach to 
programming, the WANEP Regional Coordinator, Network 
Development participated in the Women Peacemakers 
Program (WPP) global consultation in The Hague, the 
Netherlands from May 27-29, 2013. The meeting discussed 
strategic directions of the WPP for the next 3 - 5 years with a 
focus on enhancing the partnership between men and 
women in promoting gender sensitive active nonviolence 
globally. It brought together men trainees of the WPP ToT in 
exploring masculinities, violence and peace which was run 
in 2009 and 2010 in the Netherlands and Philippines 
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Management and staff of ECOWAS/WANEP at the Annual 
Coordination Meeting
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respectively and feminists from the USA, Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa. The consultation was climaxed with 
the launch of the WPP Publication titled “Men and Women 
working as Partners for Gender-Sensitive Active 
Nonviolence” which is a collection of stories from the field.

In another development, the WANEP Regional Coordinator, 
Network Development also facilitated training in 
masculinities, violence and peace for staff of the GPPAC 

Global Secretariat and five GPPAC Liaison Officers on May 
30, 2013 in furtherance of men and women partnership on 
gender sensitive active non-violence. The training was 

organised by the Gender desk of GPPAC. 

WANEP participates in the 6th International 
Conference on Conflict Resolution Education (CRE) 
WANEP in its capacity as a member of the Peace Education 
Working Group of GPPAC participated in the 6th 
International Conference on Conflict Resolution Education 
(CRE) held in Ohio, USA on the theme: Bridging Cultures: 
Education for Global Citizenship and Civic Engagement, in 
June 2013. The conference hosted by the Cuyahoga 
Community College in Cleveland, Ohio was organized in 
partnership with the Global Partnership for the Prevention 
of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) and other key stakeholders 
across the world. The conference was a platform to share 
WANEP's experiences on the peace education programme 
especially, its work with community youth leaders on 
conflict prevention as well as the contribution of the West 
Africa Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI) on building individual 
and organizational capacities for conflict resolution. 
WANEP's key publications on Peace Education, Election 
Disputes Management, and Dialogue and Mediation were 
distributed at this forum.  

Mediation Support Network (MSN) Meeting
WANEP participated in the Eighth MSN meeting held in 
Berlin, Germany on June 24-26, 2013 under the theme: 
Mind the Gap: Linking High Level International Mediation 
Initiatives with Local Peace Building Efforts. The meeting 
was hosted by the Berghof Foundation (BF) and the Center 
for Peace Mediation (CPM). Discussions focused on local 
and national ownership in mediation, lessons learned in 
the development of National Infrastructures for Peace, 
dialogue design processes and representation/inclusivity 

of local actors in dialogue.
As part of best practices, the Liberian Women's Mass 
Action under the Women in Peacebuilding Network 
(WIPNET) program of WANEP was heralded as a model of 
CSO engagement in influencing mediation at the highest 
level. WANEP's role in supporting the establishment and 
functioning of the National Peace Council of Ghana was 
also discussed.  

Participants in the masculinity training, The Hague, the Netherlands 
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During a panel discussion on peace education around the world

GPPAC Peace Education Working Group members

Participants at the MSN meeting in Berlin, Germany
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NATIONAL NETWORKS

CAPACITY BUILDING

WANEP-LIBERIA conducts training on Gender 
based Violence
WANEP Liberia undertook four trainings aimed at 
enhancing the skills of women and men in areas of gender 
based violence and peacebuilding, advocacy and exploring 
men's attitudes towards sexuality and gender.  A major 
outcome of the training is the establishment of support 
groups in each community to cater for victims of GBV as a 
strategy towards respecting the rights and dignity of 
women

Training on Conflict Management for women in 
Benin

WANEP Benin organised training on communal life and 
conflict management for 31 women from 9 Revenue 
Generating Activity Groups (RGAG) on June 7, 2013. The 
training was supported by the African Women's 
Development Fund (AWDF). 

WANEP-GUINEA builds capacity of 114 for election 
monitoring
In the quarter under review, WANEP Guinea undertook 
series of  capacity building activities and recruited key 
personnel to strengthen its human resource base for 
effective conflict monitoring activities as captured below;
Ÿ A total of 114 persons were recruited and trained 

under the “eyes open on democracy” project. The 
trained persons will form the pool of resource persons 
needed to supervise the Guinean parliamentary 
elections. Another set of 19 persons were trained and 
will step down the training to 1026 members of the 
Local Groups for Civil Society Organizations (MGLSC) 
to monitor the elections.

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE/POLICY ADVOCACY

WANEP-BURKINA Holds Annual General Meeting
WANEP-Burkina Faso held its Annual General Meeting on 
June 8, 2013 at the conference hall of the UNESCO Club 
Associations of Burkina Faso specifically to assess the 
Network's programme implementation in the period 2010 
to 2013. A major outcome of the meeting was the renewal 
of the mandate of the nine board members and auditors.  
The Annual General Meeting which is organised in 
conformity with the statutory provisions of WANEP aims at 
strengthening good governance, democracy and the 
principles of transparency and accountability within 
national networks.

WANEP-NIGER Elects new Board members

As part of efforts to revitalize the national networks to 
achieve its mandate, WANEP Niger, held its Annual General 
Meeting from June 13 to 18, 2013.  During the meeting, the 
constitution and annual work plan was reviewed and 
adopted while new members were elected into the board.  
In the spirit of providing oversight functions to the 
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networks to ensure uniformity, the WANEP Regional 
Coordinator for Network Development led the process and 
used the opportunity to meet with potential donors in 
Niger to explore areas of collaboration and partnership.

Restructuring of OXFAM NOVIB Project for 2013
In line with WIPNET's goal of building women's capacity to 
play active and visible roles in peace-building in Nigeria, the 
current project “Strengthening Women Social Networking 
for Effective Participation in Peace Processes in the Niger 
Delta Region of Nigeria” is geared towards training and 
mobilizing platform for women groups and relevant 
agencies for policy engagement and sustainable 
peacebuilding interventions; conflict prevention and peace 
advocacy in the states of the Niger Delta. It is a three year 
project that started in 2011. The first phase of the project 
was Training of Trainers and Replication Trainings on 
Confidence and Peace Building for selected communities in 
the Niger Delta Region.

WANEP-BENIN Holds workshop on Peaceful Public 
Demonstrations and Human Rights
WANEP Benin organised a workshop on Peaceful Public 
Demonstrations and Human Rights on the theme “Keeping 
the Peace during Public Demonstrations and Respecting 
Human Rights”. The workshop which held from April 18 to 
19 had Participants numbering 35 including the police, 
gendarmes, politicians, union members, students, social 
actors and the republican institutions. 

In another development, WANEP-Benin also held a follow-
up seminar on the specific role of security forces and 
political parties in the entrenchment of democracy on May 
14 to 15, 2013 for 30 participants

Preventing electoral violence
WANEP Cote d'Ivoire (WANEP-CI) held a seminar on 
prevention of electoral violence through monitoring of 

code of conduct during regional and municipal elections 
campaigns. The seminar which ran from on April 5 to 19, 
2013 was an avenue to review two proposals relating to 
laws governing political campaigns and the Independence 
National Electoral Commission. The two proposals are to be 
validated by experts in a validation workshop.
WANEP CI also undertook a civic education campaign on 
conduct of peaceful elections to sensitize 114,423 people 
of which 53.37% were women from 5 regions in Cote 
d'Ivoire. The campaign issues ranged from democratic 
principles to the standard operating procedures of local 
elections. The participants were exhorted to participate in 
a peaceful manner.

Third Coastal Platform for Peacebuilding (COPP) 
Meeting
The Coastal Platform for Peacebuilding (COPP), a group of 
stakeholders including traditional rulers, youth and women 

leaders established to address issues of conflict in the 
coastal areas of Western region of Ghana as a result of the 
discovery of oil and gas held their third meeting under the 
facilitation of WANEP-Ghana at Takoradi, on May 3rd, 2013. 
M a j o r  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  i n c l u d e d  
recommendations for the provision of alternative means of 
livelihoods to prevent violent conflict in the area. The 
National Network Coordinator for WANEP-Ghana presided 
over the election of new executives to steer the affairs of 
the group.

WANEP Gambia: “Promoting Grassroots 
Democracy and Effective Decentralization”,
WANEP-Gambia under the Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAID) funded project titled 
“Promoting Grassroots Democracy and Effective 
Decentralization”, carried out the following activities in the 
reporting quarter:
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LNGOs, civil authorities, traditional and religious leaders 
were empowered to detect and respond to potential 
conflict in their respective communities. Lessons learned 
and best practices from the project will be used to inform 
policy makers on recommended options for response with 
specific emphasis on the prevailing situation in the Liberian 
peace process.

WANEP Nigeria Releases “Situation Tracking” 
Publication on Early Warning 
WANEP-Nigeria in the review period produced a new early 
warning output titled,' 'Situation Tracking' a bi-monthly 
graphic analytical publication designed to monitor the 
changing trends of specific conflict threats in Nigeria. 
Incidences analyzed in the current edition of the 
publication include;  the confrontation  between the 
multinational Task Force and Islamic Extremists in Baga, 
Borno state, the killing of  90 security officials at Alakio 
community in Nassarawa state and the multi-stakeholders 
agro-pastoral conflict in Akough in Doma Local 
Government Area of Benue state that  claimed over 100 
lives.

Study on Early Warning and Climate Related 
Disasters in Lagos State
The Early Warning department of WANEP-Nigeria in 
collaboration with SAVI conducted a study on the impact of 
climate related disasters in selected communities in Lagos 
state towards putting in place a community based early 
warning system for disaster mitigation and preparedness in 
the state. The survey was carried out under the DFID 
funded Policy Advocacy Project Partnership on Climate 
Change in Lagos state. 

Pre-validation of early warning indicators
WANEP Niger and its member organizations held a 
workshop for the pre-validation of early warning indicators 
aimed at contextualizing the indicators to reflect the 
peculiarities of the country. A total of 63 context specific 
indicators were identified and validated.  The validated 
indicators will be integrated into the National Early 
Warning System (NEWS) to enable the network undertake 
an effective early warning monitoring system.

GENDER MAINSTREAMING

Restoration of the Rights of Women victim of 
sexual violence project (RRW Project) in Cote 
d'Ivoire
In continuation of the RRW Project, WANEP-CI in the 
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Inter-Religious Experience Sharing Meeting 
A three-day Inter-Regional Experience Sharing workshop 
was held at the Trans-Gambia Lodge, Pakalinding, LRR from 
May 29 to 31 for 40 participants from the two target regions 
as well as the focal point in each of the two respective 
regions and members of the PMT. The meeting was 
specifically held to share experiences and lessons learned 
and served as a platform for exchange and interfacing with 
Local Government Authorities. At the end of the meeting, 
participants expressed gratitude to WANEP-Gambia and 
AusAID for implementing the project which they deemed 
to be very relevant to their regions.

Focus Group Meeting
Two Focus Group Discussions were held in each of the 
target regions at URR and NBR on May 25 and 26 
respectively. The aim of the focus group meeting which 
brought together 20 participants from different political 
parties was to create awareness on democratic governance 
as well as to provide the platform to share views and 
experiences on participation and representation. The 
meeting also discussed the Local Government elections in 
April, the recently concluded census, issues of 
peacebuilding and sustainability as well as post project 
implementation and proffered strategies for next steps.

EARLY WARNING AND EARLY REPSONSE
In the context of the operationalization of the National 
Early Warning System (NEWS), WANEP-Burkina Faso 
organized a pre-validation workshop of its indicators on 
June 14, 2013 at the national secretariat. The pre-validation 
workshop was aimed at contextualizing the indicators to 
reflect the specific issues in Burkina Faso and also to 
incorporate gender-sensitive indicators. In attendance 
were the National Network Coordinator of WANEP-BF, 
NEWS Manager, Zonal Coordinator of Zone II and the 
ECOWARN focal point. The validation of indicators is a 
necessary step in the operationalization of NEWS as it 
provides the mechanism for conflict monitoring, analysis 
and prevention.
In Guinea, the National Network produced an early warning 
bulletin during the quarter and submitted incidents and 
situation reports into the ECOWARN system. 

Bridge Grant Project Ends in Liberia
The Early Warning and Early Response Bridge Grant project 
entitled, “The Re-establishment of the Early Warning 
Networks in Liberia” which was implemented for one-year 
in four counties of Margibi, Bong, Nimba and Grand Gedeh 
ended successfully in the review period.  
In fulfillment of the project mandate to create awareness 
on human security, community structures such as CBOs, 
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POST-CONFLICT INITIATIVES

Workshop on Dialogue for Political Party Youths 
and Community Reconciliation Committee
As part of the process to support dialogue and 
reconciliation among the youth of political parties and 
communities, WANEP Cote d'Ivoire with support from 
GPPAC organized a workshop on dialogue as a tool for 
conflict resolution on April 25 and 26, 2013. Participants to 
the workshop comprised  the youth wing  of political 
parties and the members  of the cité Coccinelle of Abobo 
PK 18 who were among the  communities  worst affected 
during the post-election violence. This workshop follows 
on the training workshop for community leaders of cité 
Coccinelle of Abobo PK 18, on social dialogue and 
community mediation funded by Ibis.  As an outcome of 
the workshop, 10 dialogue meetings were conducted 
during the quarter for youths of different political parties at 
their party headquarters. 

Promoting Peace between Bimobas and 
Konkombas through Dialogue
The Bimobas and Konkombas of Kpemale in the northern 
region of Ghana re-affirmed  commitment to peaceful 
resolution of conflict in their community in a dialogue 
meeting facilitated by WANEP tagged;  “Promoting Peace 
through Dialogue.” In a six-point communiqué issued at the 
end of the meeting which took place on June 20 to 21, 2013 
at Tamale, Northern region, the parties committed to 
“sustain the dialogue process and ensure all outstanding 
issues 
between them are resolved”. The agreements reached 
include; ensuring the safe return of displaced persons 
following the Kpemale violent conflict; non-encroachment 
on land reserved solely for developmental projects. Other 
areas of mutual consent included paying allegiance to the 
traditional institutions of the two communities and 
recognition of each other's jurisdiction over the land 
presently occupied by them.

9

quarter carried out nine mass and 30 community 
sensitization campaigns on rape from May to June 2013 
reaching 1679 persons comprising 1360 women and 319 
men. Follow-up visits were equally carried out to 5 peace 
huts in Abidjan, and in Duekoué, Man and Danané in the 
Western part of the country where further sensitization 
activities are being planned in fulfillment of the project 
requirements. 

Ending Gender Based Violence through Cross 
Gender Dialogue and Active Non-violence 
Approaches in Liberia
As part of strategies to address issues of gender based 
violence and in line with the WANEP gender-based 
approach to programming, WANEP Liberia through the 
Ending Gender Based Violence project carried out 
outreaches, training and radio programme in the quarter.    
“The voices of women community radio program” which is 
aired on three community radio stations provides a 
platform for tackling issues of gender-based violence 
including;  wife battery, rape, women exclusion and 
participation in decision making and  , early marriage, 
among others. The project is being implemented in four 
counties of Bomi- Tubmanburg, Bassa- Buchanan, Margibi-
Kakata and Montserrado-Monrovia.
The Community Outreaches included sensitization 
activities in markets and prison yards where flyers, posters, 
banners and T-shirts with messages on ending gender 
based violence were distributed. 

Accessing Transparent Justice for Women in Liberia
Training for court monitors was conducted for 15 monitors 
from Nimba, Bong, Margibi, Bomi and Montserrado 
Counties. The training focused on improving monitors' 
skills on observing and reporting rape cases in court. Two-
day advocacy training was conducted for 25 participants by 
the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) aimed at preparing 
monitors to advocate for rape survivors when the need 
arises.

Training on Women's Learning Partnership for 
Rights, Development, and Peace in Nigeria
WANEP-Nigeria under the WIPNET platform participated in 
the Women's Learning Partnership for Rights, 
Development, and Peace (WLP) training dedicated to 
women's leadership and empowerment internationally. 
WLP builds networks that transcend national, religious, 
ethnic, and cultural boundaries and work with independent 
partner organizations and individuals to empower women 
to transform their families, communities, and societies into 
a more peaceful, equitable world.
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A brainstorming session with the Bimobas and Konkombas
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Post-Election Consultations and Dialogue Sessions 
Held in Sierra Leone
WANEP Sierra Leone held two dialogue sessions with 

representatives of Robis Village, Kholifa Rowala Chiefdom, 
Tonkolili District. The sessions were attended by 120 
participants (92 male and 28 female) and provided a forum 
for community members to discuss the effects of conflict 
on the communities with a view to achieving sustainable 
peace. The dialogue sessions were initiated and agreed 
upon at a consultative meeting held earlier with diverse 
members of the community following the conflict that 
resulted from the November 2012 multi-tier elections.   A 
total of  24 community stakeholders comprising 14 men 
and 10 women  including Paramount Chief, Sub-chiefs, 
Member of Parliament, Councilor, youth and women's 
leaders, people with disability, religious leaders, were 
consulted.  To further demonstrate their commitment to 
peace, the parties worked together to construct a borehole 
and well in their communities under the theme;  “water 4 
peace as strategy for reconciliation

Workshop on Violent Extremism in the Sahel 
With support from the Governments of Burkina Faso and 
Denmark and in collaboration with the Global Forum on 

Counterterrorism and the Africa Research and Study 
Center on Terrorism, WANEP Mali participated in a 
workshop dedicated to combating violent extremism in the 
Sahel from 8 to 9 of April 2013 in Burkina Faso. The meeting 
brought together the main regional partners, 
representatives of regional countries, member states of the 
Global Counterterrorism Forum and other active donors. 
Also present were international and regional organizations, 
including the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS).

Mali Dialogue and Reconciliation Commission 
hosts WANEP Mali
In the quarter under review, the Dialogue and 
Reconciliation Commission (CDR) of Mali hosted a 
delegation of WANEP Mali to explore avenues for 
partnership and collaboration for the promotion of peace 
in Mali. The delegation was received by the Secretary 
General and the Programme Manager of the Commission 
and paved the way for WANEP to share experiences on its 
work   in peacebuilding and conflict prevention with the 
Commission.   Copies of key WANEP publications including 
the Elections Dispute Management Practice Guide for West 
Africa and the 2011 and 2012 annual reports were shared 
with the Commission to further update them on WANEP 
activities.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS/MEETINGS
Meeting with the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES)
WANEP Mali in its quest to reorganise the network and 
establish strategic partnership with credible organisations 
in the country met with the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES). At this meeting the two 
organizations; WANEP and IFES committed to work 
together in ensuring free and peaceful elections in Mali.  In 
another development, WANEP participated in the training 
seminar organised by IFES in partnership with URTEL to 
involve print and broadcast media in the electoral process, 
civic education and national reconciliation which took 
place on May 16, 2013.   IFES is also to fund WANEP-Mali in 
the launching of the Elections Dispute Management 
Practice Guide for West Africa.

WANEP Niger meets with UNICEF, NDI
WANEP Niger during the quarter under review held a 
meeting with representatives of UNICEF and the National 
Democratic Institute (NDI) to explore areas of collaboration 
and partnership. WANEP Niger which was launched 
recently has commenced strategic meetings with both local 
and international partners to officially introduce WANEP 
and establish partnership both at the level of project 
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A Group Photo In front of an Africa Hut in Robis Village

A photo with the Minister of Communication and the 
IFES Representative
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financing and implementation.

OXFAM GB Partners' Country Learning Review 
Meeting
WANEP Nigeria attended the two-day meeting of OXFAM 
GB and its Partners held to design the priority areas for OGB 
in the new calendar year. The priority areas in the new year 
will focus on providing support to selected small scale 
farmers through improved livelihood, building relevant 
capacity for disaster reduction, mitigating agro producers' 
conflict and ensuring food security.

Courtesy Visit by the European Union Non-State 
Actors Strengthening Programme's (EUNSA) 
A team from the European Union Non-State Actors 
Strengthening Programme's (EUNSA), paid a courtesy visit 
to WANEP The Gambia on April 30 to   officially meet with 
the staff of WANEP-Gambia and express appreciation  for 
the successful implementation of the EUNSA project as well 
as professionalism demonstrated on the preparation and 
presentation of its final financial and narrative report. 
According to the EU delegation, WANEP-Gambia had zero 
ineligible expenditure, thus qualifying WANEP-Gambia as 
the best grantee of the EUNSA project. Furthermore, being 
one of the few successful grantees, WANEP-The Gambia 
was given the assurance of securing future funding from 
the European Union, if the opportunity arises. Finally the 
delegation described WANEP-Gambia's audited accounts 
as exemplary and encouraged the secretariat to maintain 
the good standard.

Courtesy  V is i t  by  Nat ional  Emergency  
Management Agency (NEMA), Nigeria and 
National Disaster Management Response 
(NDMA), Gambia
As part of strategies for experiential learning and sharing, 
the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) of 
Nigeria visited the National Disaster Management 
Response (NDMA), Gambia on June 19, 2013 for purposes 
of partnership and collaboration. The two agencies 
expressed their desire to implement projects together in 
order to foster ties between them.

Strategic Roadmap for National Healing, Peace 
and Reconciliation 
WANEP-Liberia as a member of the joint technical steering 
committee on the development of the Strategic Roadmap 
for National Healing, Peace and Reconciliation, 

participated in a review meeting for the finalization of the 
roadmap. The meeting specified the role of CSO in the 
implementation of the Roadmap to include monitoring and 
advocacy of the document through a coordinated 
procedure. The implementation of this document is for a 
period of 17 years and is to compliment the Vision 2030, 
launched by the President of the Republic of Liberia in 
Gbarnga, Bong County early this year. 

Members of the Working Group was tasked with the 
responsibility of reviewing the “National Peacebuilding 
and Reconciliation Joint Program” (JSJP) to be 
implemented for a period of three years (June 2013 to June 
2016), with support from the United Nations in Liberia. The 
Working Group was divided into four clusters to develop 
the results frame work for the 12 thematic areas as 
identified by the roadmap.  

OTHER ACTIVITIES

WANEP-Benin  Commemorates  10  Years  
Anniversary
In June 2013, WANEP Benin commemorated its ten years 
anniversary attended by member-organisations and 
relevant stakeholders. The celebration evaluated ten years 
of WANEP-Benin's growth as a national peacebuilding 
network and its contribution to conflict prevention and 
democratic consolidation in Benin. 
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