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Press Statement on the Current Political Situation in Ghana

Released on WednesdaY1 April 18, 2012 /'

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen of the media we have invited you here this morning to share with you

our perspectives on some of the troubling political developments in our country as we prepare towards the

December 2012 Presidential and Parliamentary elections.

The CFIin its periodic review of the political situation in the country ahead of the December 2012 Elections

has observed the steady spread and escalation of lawlessness across the country. There have been isolated

incidents of violence at various registration centres. Political opponents have been physically and verbally

attacked while exerci~ing their rights to register; some citizens have also been unlawfully denied their right

to register based on either ethnicity or an allegation that they are not ordinarily resident in the registration

area. The latest incident is a blatant incitement of ethno-political violence and reckless resort to hate-speech

by leading politicians and their supporters. In all these cases, extremists within the rival parties, the NDCand
the NPP,are the ones setting the tone of political debate and intolerance towards fellow citizens.

Compliance with simple procedures such as filling the challenge forms in Biometric Voter Registration (BVR)

or reporting incidents of criminal conduct to the Police for action have been consistently ignored. These are

happening either because the impartiality qf the Police in the discharge of their routine duties is being
questioned or that the Police have failed to respond swiftly to complaints.

These two major political parties act in ways that undermine the professionalism of the Police, which they
both want to control and manipulate. In situations where the Police have acted in fulfilment of their

mandate and arrested suspects, the two parties have mobilized their supporters to invade the premises of

the Police in Accra and the regions. There have been cases where Police personnel have been assaulted and

suspects forcibly released. All these point to the fact that the Police, which is the main institution mandated

to maintain and enforce law and order in our democratic dispensation does not appear to enjoy the full

support of the citizenry whose safety, peace and freedom it has been established to protect.

It is important to acknowledge that in the BVR exercise the Police have been more proactive and

demonstrated a commitment to providing peace and security at the registration centres. Commendable as

these actions are, there is still room for improvement. We therefore call on the Police to take steps to

increase public confidence, trust and support for the difficult work of maintaining the peace and security of
the Nation at all times.
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The CFI is of the view that the observed lawlessness is persistent and if not brought under effective control

as soon as possible would undermine the peace, stability, security and unity of our motherland and damage

Ghana's hard-earned international image as one of Africa's thriving democratic nations.

Questions about the impartiality and professionalism of the Police in the discharge of their routine duties

ought to be urgently and decisively addressed. The primary responsibility of the broad range of state

institutions and all citizens of Ghana is to uphold the rule of law in the national interest and ensure through

their actions and utterances the peace and stability of this country. We need to act decisively and now!

These are our recommendations:

,<'

. We urge the President as the highest Officer of the land in whom the executive power of the state is

vested and also as the Chairman of the National Security Council to demonstrate strong commitment

to the safety of all women and men of Ghana by taking all measures necessary for strengthening the

impartiality and professionalism of the Police. Consequently, we appeal to him to refrain from

making public pronouncements that directly or indirectly reinforce the pervasive public mistrust and

lack of confidence in the professionalism and impartiality of the Police.

. We strongly encourage the Police Council to take all necessary measures to insulate the Police

against political pressures that tend to undermine their professionalism and impartiality.

. We urge the Police Command to fearlessly and courageously take action against all those who make

seditious statements or hate-speech or foment any form of action that threatens the peace, security,

stability, unity and territorial integrity of the Republic. Such cases should be dealt with strictly

according to the law.

.
We hereby strongly condemn and deplore the. utterances of Mr. Kennedy Ohene Agyapong, Member
of Parliament, Assin North, whose conduct is unbecoming of a Member of the esteemed Parliament

of Ghana, the national law making body. Such dishonourable behaviour sh'ould never be tolerated of

any politician or Member of Parliament and for that matter any other persons seeking high political

or public office.

. We call upon the Political Parties, especially the NDC and NPP, both of whom had been in

government in the Fourth Republic, to respect the autonomy and integrity of the Police and other

security agencies as important institutions of State that must be given the scope to discharge their

functions professionally and impartially at all times.

. We strongly encourage the parties to educate their supporters and sympathizers on matters of the

rule of law as well as the functions of the Police and other State security agencies. They should

recognize individual responsibility for crime and desist from the practice of mobilizing mass party

support for arrested wrongdoers.
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. We demand of the Presidential candidates of all political parties, especially the NDCand NPP, zero-

tolerance for violence at all levels of politics. They should have the courage to publicly reprimand

their supporters and sympathizers who insult, incite and malign their political opponents. In

addition they should call the extremists in their ranks to order.

. We call upon the National Media Commission (NMC) to demonstrate leadership, initiative and

determination as the State regulatory body mandated to promote good journalistic standards in the
mass media.

. We also call on the managers, producers and presenters of media houses to ensure quality control

over the content of their programmes at all times, in keeping with the ethics of good journalism and

consistent with the tenets of the Constitution of the Fourth Republic.

. We further call on the media, both radio and television, to play the videos/documentaries on the

ethno-political and electoral violence in Rwanda, Kenya, Liberia and Sierra Leone on their networks.

This will raise awareness about the devastating impacts on women, men and children as well as

dangers and the all-encompassing pain, suffering and destruction that attends ethnic-based

violence. T~s will contribute to educating the public to take civic responsibility and act decisively to
prevent such violence in our motherland.

. We finally call on the general public and the media to shun all politicians who incite ethnic hatred

and violence and reduce politics to insults and intimidation instead of enlightened debate in the

pursuance of peace, stability, unity, equality and national development.

. In that regard we urge the public to understand the difficult work the police are doing and should

therefore refrain from undermining the lawful execution of their mandate impartially.
~

May God Continue to Bless our Homeland Ghana and Make our Nation Great and Strong!

Long live Ghana!

m u.u~ ~
. ~en. N. C. Coleman

Chair, Civic Forutnlnitiative (CFI)

r. EmManuel Akwetey

Executive Director, IDEG
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Endorsing Organisations - CFI Steering Group

. ABANTU for Development

. African Security Dialogue and Research (ASDR)

. Christian Council of Ghana, (CCG)

. Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC)

. Institute for Democratic Governance (IDEG)

. National Chief Imam's Office

. The Ark Foundation

. The National Association of Charismatic and Christian Churches (NACCC)

. The Trades Union Congress (TUC)

. West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI)

. West Africa Network for Peace Building (WANEP)
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