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National 

Socioeconomic Risk: 

Nigerians commenced the planned peaceful 

demonstration and nationwide strike as directed by the 

Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) and Trade Union 

Congress (TUC) with the support of the civil society to 

protest the sudden removal of fuel subsidy by the 

President thereby increasing the pump price of 

petroleum from N65 to N141-N200 resulting in over 

100% increase in the price of transportation, food and 

goods in the country. Every aspect of the economy: 

banking, transportation private and public 

organizations, markets etc were shut down throughout 

the week. It was reported that Nigeria lost over N700 

billion Naira to the strike. The demonstration turned 

violent in some parts of the country as the Nigerian 

Police with or without the directive of the Federal 

Government opened fire on protesters. In Lagos state a 

young man playing football on the deserted street was 

shot and killed by the policemen from Pen cinema 

Police station who also shot 4 other people, the DPO 

has being arrested. In Mowe in Ogun state stray 

bullets from the Police killed two people. In Kano state 

The Police killed a 15 year old protester and shot 5 

 North East Population Size - 18,971,965. 

 States – Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 

Taraba and Yobe State. 

 Contextual Highlights – Borno has the largest 

land mass in the zone and its bordered by 

Chad, Cameroun and Niger while Yobe State 

borders Nigeria with Niger. Adamawa is also a 

border state of Nigeria with Chad and 

Cameroun. This bordering relationships 

accounts for the high level of trans border 

movement and trade within this zone. 

Farming and cattle grazing form a major part 

of livelihood and occupation in this zone.  

Predominant tribes/ethnic groups in the zone 

include the Hausas, PFulanis, Kanuri, Marghi 

and Burha. Predominant religion is Islam with 

relative significant percentage population as 

Christians. Desert Encroachment and pest 

invasion are predominant hazards recorded in 

the area while literacy level is low.  

 
 South South Population Size – 21,014,655 

 States:  Delta, Rivers, Edo, Bayelsa, Akwa 

Ibom and Cross Rivers. 

 Contextual Highlights: The south south zone 

majorly comprises what has been referred to 

as the Niger Delta region. It has huge crude oil 

and gas reserves which constitutes over 90% 

of Nigeria’s foreign exchange and 80% of the 

country’s revenue. Commercial Oil and gas 

exploration and mining by various foreign and 

indigenous companies is predominant in this 

region. With significant number of islands and 

waterways, the region links directly into the 

Gulf of Guinea which also connects countries 

such as Ghana, Sao Tome and Principe, Benin 

Republic and Angola. Fishing and farming are 

major sources of livelihood but has been 

greatly affected by oil spill and gas pollution 

which has caused major environmental 

degradation. Oil bunkering and sea piracy is 

commonly reported in this region and is also 

known for youth militancy/resource control 

agitations as protest to the lack of state 

commitment to human security and 

development in the region. Major Ethnic 

groups are the Ijaws, Efiks, Ibibios, Ikweres, 

Ogonis, Kwale-Ibo, Andoni, Isoko, Izon and 

Edos.   

 



 

 

others while the protesters burnt down over 17 

vehicles in the office of the Secretary to the state 

government. In Sokoto state, the INEC office at 

Bodinga LGA was razed down by the angry protesters. 

In Edo state people’s homes and shops were burnt 

down under the cover of the protest. In Niger state a 

police man was killed by protesters. The state 

government of Kaduna, Niger and Oyo states imposed 

curfew to prevent breakdown of law and order during 

the strike. However Enugu and Anambra states 

government prevented the workers in the states from 

joining the nationwide strike.  

 

North Central 

 

Political Risk: 

In Abuja a coalition of 25 human rights groups have 

sued the Federal Government at the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) for possible crimes against 

humanity. This was as a result of the alleged killing of 

10 persons across the country by security agencies 

during the nationwide strike action to protest Federal 

Government’s removal of fuel subsidy. 

In Makurdi Benue state, three persons were reported 

dead following a confrontation between two rival cult 

groups over the control of the city; four persons were 

arrested in connection to the killings but already 

granted bail by men of the Nigeria Police Force. 

 
 

Humanitarian Risk: 

In Abuja the State Security Service (SSS) and Minister 

of FCT have been allaying the growing fears among 

 South East Population Size – 16, 381, 729. 

 States - Enugu, Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi and 

Imo States.  

 Contextual Highlights – The zone comprises of 

predominantly Igbos with major religion as 

Christianity and traditional religion. The Igbos 

are business inclined which have made Aba in 

Abia State and Onitsha at Anambra State the 

reference point for commerce and industry in 

Nigeria. As a result of their commercial 

inclination, igbos are wide travellers and have 

been known to have significant population in 

most of the 36 States of Nigeria including the 

Federal Capital Territory. The zone has also 

witnessed and survived a civil war waged 

against the Nigerian State between 1967- 

1970 over agitation for the sovereign state of 

Biafra. Subsistence agriculture also constitutes 

a mainstay of livelihood in the zone especially 

at the rural areas and Ebonyi State has been 

noted to be a hub for agricultural produce. 

Erosion is a basic hazard experienced in the 

zone especially in Anambra and Abia States. 

Crude Oil reserves of commercial mining 

quantity have been discovered and are being 

explored at Imo and Anambra States. Literacy 

level is relatively moderate with reports 

highlighting higher female literacy rate.  

 

 
 South West Population Size – 27, 582, 992. 

 States – Oyo, Ogun, Ondo, Ekiti, Lagos and 

Osun states.  

 Contextual Highlights - The major ethnic group 

and language is Yoruba with a mixture of 

other ethnic groups such as the Igbos, 

Hausa/Fulani, Ijaws e.t.c. The predominant 

occupation includes agriculture, businesses, 

civil service. Lagos which was a former capital 

of Nigeria is considered the commercial nerve 

centre of the country with a very busy sea 

port and also an outlet for import and export 

into Nigeria.  It is also a border state of Nigeria 

to Benin Republic. Crude oil reserves have 

been discovered in commercial quantity at 

Ondo State.  The Yorubas are highly literate 

and politically conscious.  

 



 

 

citizens and residents occasioned by rumours passed around via short 

message service (SMS) that Muslim jihadists will soon commence mass 

murder of Christians across the federation. Government has assured citizens 

that the rumour lacks substance and thus encouraged 

citizens to go about their legitimate businesses without 

fear.  

North East 

 

Humanitarian Risk: 

Gunmen suspected to be members of Boko Haram 

attacked a bar at Potiskum in Yobe state, killing eight 

people including four police officers and a seven-year-

old child. The gunmen escaped on a motorcycle before 

they could be apprehended.  

 

Four Christain, Igbo commuters fleeing Maiduguri 

Borno state were shot and killed by men suspected to 

be members of Boko Haram while refuelling their 

vehicle at MRS filling station at Potiskum Yobe State. 

 
 

There was a twin bomb explosion at Jajeri Ward of 

Maiduguri Metropolis in Borno state, an act that was 

reported carried out by the members of the Islamic 

sect Boko Haram The bomb explosions was followed by 

sporadic shooting.  

 

The people of Tafawa Balewa LGA of Bauchi state 

recorded another attack on its citizens by unknown 

gunmen. Three people were killed in the attack which 

occurred while the deceased were working on a 

farmland.   

North West 

Humanitarian Risk: 

 
 
 
 
 

 North Central Population Size – 20,266,257. 

 States - Benue, Kogi, Kwara, Nasarawa, 

Plateau, Niger and Abuja Federal Capital City 

of Nigeria (FCT).  

 Contextual Highlights – Major ethnic groups 

predominant in the area include Hausa, Fulani, 

Tiv, Berom, Igala, Jukun, Igbira, Gwari and 

Idoma. The geopolitical zone is inhabited 

mainly by minority groups. Religions practiced 

in the area include Christianity, Islam and 

traditional religion. All nationalities co-habit in 

Abuja Federal Capital City and surrounding 

areas. Benue avows to being Food basket of 

the Nation. Plateau is known for the 

production of vegetables. Kogi is Confluence 

State where River Niger and Benue converge.  

 

 
 North West Population Size - 35,786,944 

States - Sokoto, Zamfara, Kaduna, Katsina, 

Kano, Kano and Kebbi.  

 Contextual Highlights – The zone is comprised 

of a heterogeneous mix of Hausas, Fulanis in 

Majority while other Nigerian tribes are in 

minority. Sokoto, Katsina and Kebbi States are 

bordering states between Nigeria and Niger 

which accounts for the international grazing 

routes and trans-border movements in this 

zone. Kano is regarded as an economic city for 

the North and also the most populated State 

in Nigeria while Sokoto state is the seat of the 

Sultan of Sokoto who is also referred to as the 

leader of the Nigerian Muslims. Predominant 

Occupation is cattle grazing and farming. The 

zone suffers from desert encroachment as a 

slow onset disaster.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In Zamfara State, a group of youths reportedly attacked a Church in Gusua.  

Nineteen people were arrested by the Police force 

in connection to the attack. 

 

South South 

 

Political Risk 

In Edo state, five people were reported killed and 

six injured in an attack on a mosque and an 

Islamic school in Benin city, an attack that has 

being described as reprisal for Boko Haram’s 

killings of southerners in the northern part of 

Nigeria. Ten of the attackers were arrested by the 

Police. Ten other people were injured in an attack 

on another mosque in the state. Seven thousands 

(7000) northerners are reportedly seeking refuge in 

Police and Army barracks in the state. 

 

Socio economic Risk: 

Kidnapping is a major threat to live and livelihood 

in Delta state. In Eku, a Police Inspector was 

killed by the kidnappers he was trying to stop from 

abducting a victim. The people of Amai community 

reportedly apprehended 10 suspected kidnappers; 

one of the kidnappers was shot dead by the 

villagers in the process.  In Otokutu community, 

five suspected kidnappers alleged to have 

kidnapped two children were killed by the angry 

villagers who also burnt their remains.  

 

South East 

Humanitarian Risk: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Weekly Highlights is a weekly report from the WANEP 
Nigeria Early Warning System that documents prioritised 
incidences considered critical to peace and security across 
the six geo political zones of the Nigeria. It identifies and 
captures incidences that have further implications or 
threat to security or opportunities for peace across the 
states in Nigeria.  
 
The highlights are categorised and subsumed under four 
basic thematic areas of Humanitarian, Political, Socio-
Economic and Environmental Risks.   
 
It is generated from the incidence reports from data 
uploaded by WANEP-Nigeria Early Warning Monitors in 
the thirty six (36) States of Nigeria including the Federal 
Capital Territory (F.C.T.). Additional information is derived 
from the media reports and primary observation.  
 
It is analysed and compiled by zonal analysts responsible 
for each of the six geo political zones with quality control 
from the WANEP-Nigeria National Secretariat.  



 

 

The Igbo revolutionary and counter-terrorism group, 

Ogbunigwe Ndigbo in response to the killing of 

Southerner/Christians by members of Boko Haram 

Islamic sect in Northern Nigeria gave all Northern 

Muslims residing in the South East region two-week 

ultimatum to leave the states as their safety would 

not be guaranteed after the period. Consequently, 

Hausa and Fulani Muslims residing in the South 

East especially in Enugu were seen leaving the 

states in droves. The apex Igbo socio-cultural 

organisation, Ohanaeze Ndigbo also directed all 

Igbos to remain wherever they are and to collectively 

defend their lives and property while awaiting the 

Federal and State governments to put an end to the 

killings of southern Christians in the North. 

 


