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The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding, Ghana (WANEP-Ghana) held a training workshop 

for members of their Inter Party Youth Dialogue Committee (IPYDCs) from five regions.  The 

participants were from Tamale, Sunyani, Ho, Takoradi and Kumasi under its Youth in Election 

(YiEL) project.  The workshop included 10 participants from District Assemblies in the Western 

Region. 

The Youth in Election project was developed based on findings of a research WANEP-Ghana 

participated in, in conflict prone areas of Tamale and Yendi, Bawku and Wa in the Northern, 

Upper East and Upper West regions of Ghana. One of the key findings of the research was that 

the youth (aged 18 to 35) were mostly influenced by individuals and groups including politicians 

to engage in violent actions against opponents. Statistics on WANEP-Ghana’s database asserted 

to the finding that politically motivated youth violence were on the increase in most parts of 

the country. The YiEL was thus designed to mobilize, train and create regional dialogue 

platforms among the youth leaders of the major political parties known as Inter-Party Youth 

Dialogue Committees (IPYDCs). The aim is to build their capacities to serve as critical yeast of 

peace animators and election related conflict early warning participants among peers, political 



parties and the general populace before, during and after the 2012 presidential and 

parliamentary elections in Ghana. 

Partners from the GIZ, Christian Aid and WANEP-Regional attended the opening ceremony 

chaired by the Vice Chairperson of WANEP-Ghana. The training facilitation was done by 

WANEP-Regional and the Ghana Integrity Initiative. 

The topics handled included understanding conflict and peace, peer mediation (including role-

plays) and, human security early warning focusing on electoral conflict signs and reporting. 

The participants were also trained on the meaning of corruption and what constituent’s 

corruption and integrity. The latter topics were aimed at orienting the youth to be accountable 

as well as play oversight responsibility in ensuring political party and public accountability in 

government and civil service. 

The training ended with the participants identifying key causes of electoral violence with 

options to addressing those causes.  

 

 

 


