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International Day of Peace -21st September 2011 
 

Today marks the 30th Anniversary of the International Day of Peace – a day of peacemaking in which 

millions of people across the world resolve to put their differences aside to promote peace after war, 

civil conflicts, social strife, and political upheavals. All over the world, people are urged to 

commemorate the International Day of Peace through education for peace and by raising public 

awareness on active non-violence through the strengthening of the ideals of peace both within and 

among all nations. This call to commitment has been reaffirmed by the current UN Boss as thus "On 

this International Day, let us promise to make peace not just a priority, but a passion. Let us 

pledge to do more, wherever we are in whatever way we can, to make every day, a day of 

peace." (UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, International Day of Peace, 21 September, 2007) 

 

As a peacebuilding network contributing to the consolidation of peace in Sierra Leone, WANEP-SL 

shares the hopes and aspirations expressed by the global community regarding the International Day 

of Peace which unreservedly calls for peace to be upheld in the world. 

 

Therefore, to locally mark this year’s day of peace in Sierra Leone, WANEP-SL celebrates the day on 

the theme: “MAKE PEACE HAPPEN: With Peace a Better Sierra Leone is Possible” . The 

strategic aim is to think peace, act peace and be the peace. It’s a day of global truce, a day to feel safe 

and be hopeful, a day for dialogue and solidarity, a day for silence and reflection – and why not at all 

times? – This is possible if only we understand the values of peace and co-existence.   

 

In hindsight, Sierra Leone has suffered from rising tide of politically-motivated violence, the most 

recent being  the brazen show of violence unleashed in Kono and Bo districts in September 2011 

which caused agonizing death, injuries and massive destruction of property to an extent that the 

peace, security and democracy continue to be dented. This is noted with a very key concern on the 

assault of women in all attacks which does not create a level playing field for women’s unhindered 

participation and representation in democratic governance processes.  

 

These recurring incidents of violence, especially those electoral related violence are regrettable, and 

demand a concerted effort to ensure that the electoral processes for the upcoming 2012 elections are 

peaceful, credible, free and fair with an outcome that will reflect the political will of the people.  
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WANEP-SL is of the firm conviction that working towards the promotion of the general welfare of 

the country is the way to go as stated in the very first four words of the National Anthem “High we 

exalt thee”:  These words clearly reflect the wisdom of the founding fathers of the Nation who put 

country first, above personal or political ambitions.  

 

Therefore WANEP-SL calls on: 

 The APC led Government to promote national cohesion by creating a Commission for Peace 

with a clear mandate and decentralized structures, placing premium on reconciling the country 

by closing the regional and tribal divide that has permeated the political landscape  

 The Government to fully implement the recommendations of the recent Independent 

Investigation Panels on the unfortunate and unacceptable incidents in  Kono and Bo and to 

bring to book those responsible for their actions   

 The Political Parties Registration Commission and the National Electoral Commission to 

uphold, promote and implement the electoral laws and policies without fair or favour. These 

commissions should play their oversight roles in ensuring that political debates, discussions, 

and messages adhere to the principles of political decency and decorum 

 The leadership and supporters of political parties to demonstrate high level of maturity and 

responsibility to promote a healthy, democratic and violence-free electoral process, thereby 

adhering to the constitutional and civic responsibilities to promote peace in the country 

 The media to serve as an objective platform for debating electoral issues and setting the 

agenda, fulfilling the purpose of educating, informing and entertaining the populace in a 

manner that promotes peaceful co-existence and exchange of political ideologies so that 

voters can make informed choices on polling day. The Independent Media Commission 

should develop strategies that will prevent the fomenting of trouble and spread of hate 

messages via the Electronics and Print media 

 The civil society to work assiduously to preserve national cohesion and unity so as to 

guarantee the exercise of franchise during elections and ensure that citizens play a sustained 

role in governance for nation building 

 

WANEP –SL calls on ALL Sierra Leoneans to join the celebration of the International Day of Peace 

and play a part in promoting peace, democracy and development in Sierra Leone. 

 

For Further information, please contact the National Network Coordinator, Edward K. Jombla on 232 33 644 242 or the 

Communication and Documentation Unit, Pat Marckarone on 232 76 963 788  

 


