
WANEP WORKS WITH CRITICAL STAKEHOLDERS ON THE PREVENTION AND 

MANAGEMENT OF ELECTORAL VIOLENCE TOWARDS THE 2011 LIBERIAN 

REFERENDUM AND GENERAL ELECTIONS  
FROM 13TH TO 14TH OF JULY 2011 

Following the Liberia report of the West Africa Conflict Assessment (WACA) organized in September, 

2010 by The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) under the aegis of the Early Warning 

and Response Design Support (EWARDS) project funded by United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) which flagged the 2011 elections in Liberia as a potentially decisive moment 

that could either consolidate or undermine its fragile peace, WANEP organized a 2 day National 

Consultative Meeting of critical stakeholders involved in the electoral process to identify potential 

threats and challenges towards the organization of a credible and peaceful elections.  

Stakeholders at the conference were drawn from the civil society organizations, major political 

parties, the Liberian government including the members of parliament and security agencies, 

development partners, the youths and women groups etc. 

 

At the end of the two day meeting, the stakeholders identified the major challenges facing the 

referendum and general elections as follows: 

 Delimitation of constituencies and the location of polling stations 

 Underage voters registration and other anomalies associated with the voter’s registration 

exercise  

 Unequal access to the media and regulation of campaign messages 

 High likelihood of bellicose language and hate speeches   

 Presence of small arms and light weapons especially with the recent Ivorian crises  



 Porous borders and the high level of criminality around the boarders 

 Inadequate sensitization, civic and voter education   

 The state of preparedness of the Election Management Body (EMB) and the Security Agents 

especially with its low funding and inadequate staffing 

 Non adherence to the established Political Party Code of Conduct 

 

The Stakeholders further observed that if the above challenges are not well addressed, the likelihood 

of a post-election political instability in Liberia will be very high and decried its consequences on the 

fragile peace of the country and the surrounding MRU countries. 

 

The Stakeholders therefore recommended and agreed on the following as measures to minimize 

electoral violence in Liberia:  

 To Work collaboratively using the multi-stakeholder diplomacy approach in ensuring a 

violent free election 

 To engage the various stakeholders involved in the management of the election through a 

monthly information exchange meeting and in order to develop strategies for responding 

to identified threats 

 To develop an effective and 

timely elections monitoring 

process linked to a response 

mechanism at various levels of 

the counties  

 Prevail on the government and 

seek the assistance of the 

development partners to ensure 

an improved funding for the 

Electoral Management Bodies 

and the security agents  

 To mobilize the electorate to 

participate in the electoral process as well as vigorously engage in Citizens 

orientation/voter’ education exercise  

 To work collaboratively with the media and ensure that the media action plan for the 

electoral process is fully implemented especially the aspects on election monitoring, 

campaign message regulations and results announcement  

 To work with the parliament and the judiciary in ensuring Stringent Measures against 

electoral violence perpetrators  

 To advocate for Equal participation of all citizens and with emphasis on women and youth  



 That UNMIL works closely with all stakeholders to ensure a safe environment for the 

electoral process 

 That the International Community including the ECOWAS AU, UN, and others work closely 

with the Electoral Management Bodies to ensure a free, Fair and Transparent Elections 

In conclusion; the stakeholders appreciated the efforts of WANEP in organizing the consultative 

meeting and extend its gratitude to USAID for supporting the initiative through the EWARDS project.  

WANEP and all the stakeholders also resolved to remain committed to monitoring, analyzing and 

forming a critical response network towards ensuring violence free and fair elections in Liberia in 

2011. 

 
 


