
 

 

WANEP validates its Draft Practice Guide on 
Responding to Electoral Disputes in West Africa 

with Experts 

Under the aegis of the Early Warning 

and Response Design Support 

(EWARDS) project funded by USAID 

and managed by ARD Tetra Tech and 

with additional support from the 

Swedish International Development 

Agency (SIDA) WANEP held a 

Validation Meeting in Abuja, Nigeria 

on 6-7 June, 2011 to provide a forum 

for experts and practitioners involved in issues of elections and election disputes to consider a draft 

Practice Guide which is being developed in response to electoral disputes in West Africa.   

The meeting was aimed at providing opportunity for experts and practitioners to reflect and critique 

the draft practice guide that leads to the production of standard guidelines to effectively address 

electoral disputes in West Africa. Experts from different works of life including ECOWAS, the 

international community (EU Delegation, USAID and the Embassy of Finland), WACSOF, and Civil 

Society Organisations made up of Women’s groups, Religious bodies, and Election Management 

bodies were all represented at the meeting. 

 

In his opening address, the Director of Programs of WANEP (Mr. Chukwuemeka B Eze) observed that 

WANEP’s work in monitoring and analyzing 

elections and electoral processes in West Africa in 

the last eight years, as well as how it has 

networked with various stakeholders to support 

free and fair elections in West African countries, 

‘using different dispute resolution mechanisms to 

ensure a reduction in electoral disputes led to the 

realization that ‘to date no comprehensive, 

practical handbook exists that offers practitioners 

guidance on the principles, strategies, approaches 

and tactics’ on electoral dispute management;  



 

hence the need for the development and production of the Draft document, a process which started 

in April 2011.   

Dr. Sintiki Tarfa Ugbe of the ECOWAS Commission in her goodwill message at the meeting 

acknowledged the positive step of WANEP in taking this important initiative when she said “I 

commend WANEP for this very important initiative and would like to be involved in the follow-up 

action after the validation”. 

The outcome of the validation meeting clearly shows that that the Practice Guide is a timely 

document which is going to address the spate of violence which characterise elections in West 

Africa.  




