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Responding to Electoral Disputes in West Africa 

It is often said that regular organization of election does not make for a democracy. However, the 

organization of credible and peaceful elections is indispensable to the consolidation of democracy. 

Over the years, it has become evident that organizing free, fair, and peaceful elections as well as 

accepting the outcomes peacefully has become a serious challenge to the democratisation process 

and stability in West Africa. Electoral disputes are becoming the norm. In short, elections-related 

violence is threatening to undo the fragile peace and security of countries across the sub-region.  

The ensuing violence in the aftermath of the elections in Togo, Guinea and Cote d’Ivoire in 2010 

demonstrates that there is need for electoral dispute prevention mechanisms to ensure credible and 

peaceful elections and to manage the post-elections outcomes period constructively. WANEP has 

been monitoring and analyzing elections and electoral processes in West Africa for the past ten years 

and has realized the urgent need for a comprehensive, practical handbook that offers practitioners 

guidance on principles, strategies, approaches and tactics to prevent, mitigate and resolve elections-

related disputes and conflict. 

To respond to the need for a comprehensive, practical handbook, WANEP is convened from 27th to 

28th April 2011 a meeting of experts across West Africa from government, intergovernmental 

organisations, academia, and civil society organisations in Accra, Ghana. 

The Objectives of the Expert Meeting were specifically to:  

• document and synthesize the experiences in key countries and places where actors have 

intervened and responded to electoral disputes in West Africa; 

• tap into the knowledge and capacity of experienced professionals from the sub region who 

have engaged in electoral conflict prevention, mitigation and dispute resolution in both 

practical ways and theoretically and analytically; 

• identify a pool of experts in electoral dispute resolution in West Africa, who could play roles 

in the training, testing and participate in validation exercises for the Practice Guide; 

• sketch out the framework, organization and essential contents of a Practice Guide, which will 

serve the consultants tasked with producing the Guide.  

As the CSO partner of ECOWAS in the operationalisation of the ECOWAS Early Warning Mechanism 

(ECOWARN), WANEP seeks in collaboration with its partners to contribute to the overall vision of 

ECOWAS in building a stable, peaceful and democratic West Africa.   

WANEP is developing the practice guide with the support of its partner USAID through EWARDS and 

the government of Sweden through SIDA. 


