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Press Release 
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The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding Nigeria on behalf of its over 300 member 

organisations spread across the six geo political zone expresses deep concern over 

the growing level of insecurity as a result of election violence spreading across the 

country. These violence include the recent bomb explosions at Suleja in April 8, 

Bornu in April 9th and 16th and Kaduna in April 16th as well as the current violent 

protests in parts of Zamfara, Taraba, Kaduna, Kano, Bornu, Sokoto, Plateau, Bauchi, 

Gombe, Niger, Adamawa states and FCT Abuja by reported supporters of Congress 

for Progressive Change CPC presidential candidate Major-General Muhammadu 

Buhari (rtd) as a result of alleged fraud and from the recently concluded elections 

across the country.  

 

The dimension of the violence has been targeted at members of other parties 

especially the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) for facilitating the win of PDP 

presidential candidate, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan at the just concluded elections of April 

16th. WANEP-Nigeria notes with dismay the humanitarian and security implication of 

the ongoing violence as well as the material cost which has reportedly recorded the 

death of over 15 people, injuries to over 100 persons and the destruction of several 

houses, cars and properties. 

 

While the Network condemns these violent attacks by protesters hiding under the 

guise of political disenchantment to cause chaos and instability, it appreciates the 

prompt response of the President, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, the State Governor of 

Kano and Kaduna states as well as the Inspector General of Police to restore security 

and order in affected states especially through imposition of 24 hours curfew in the 

states. 
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However, we wish to further express our concern on the dangerous ethnic implied 

dimension of the attacks across the across North East and North West states which 

has the potential of polarizing the country along ethnic and religious lines with high 

potential for a mirrored reprisals in other states of the country. 

 

We also express concern over the complacency exhibited by the leadership of the 

CPC to call its followers to order.  

 

WANEP Nigeria therefore calls for the following: 

 Imposition of curfew at other states of North especially as the violence has 

continued to spread across all the states in this region.  

 Deployment of additional security personnel to enforce the curfew and 

protect the lives and property of residents especially women and children.  

 The leadership of CPC especially its presidential candidate should grant a 

press conference to douse the temper and action of his followers.  

 The need for the leadership of the CPC to be conscious of statement that is 

likely to cause further instability in the country and seek non violent options 

to address their grievances through legal and constitutional means as 

provided by the constitution as well as the electoral act.  

 The President should engage the services of elder statesmen and other 

political leaders to embark on radical short term engagement of leadership of 

aggrieved opposition parties to facilitate the use of non violent actions to 

address their grievances and douse the mounting tension and spreading 

violence in the country.  

 

 

 

 

Ifeanyi Okechukwu    

National Network Coordinator   


