
 

 
Stop Killing Women NOW!  

West Africa Women’s Statement on the Ivorian Political Crisis  

We women of West Africa having met in Monrovia, Liberia from the 6th -7th  of April 

2011 at a Regional Consultative meeting on the  Ivorian political crisis on the theme 

‘Stop Killing the Women Now’;   

Having heard various presentations, including personal experiences of women in armed 

conflict in our region, as well as fresh experiences from the women directly affected by 

the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire; make the following observations:  

 The delay by the International Community including ECOWAS to take necessary 

actions to protect innocent civilians especially unarmed women and children as well 

as to call for an immediate ceasefire. 

 The atrocities committed against unarmed women and the lack of condemnation of 

these atrocities by regional leaders.  

 The exclusion of women in the AU and ECOWAS delegations sent to mediate in the 

crisis, despite all the relevant documents on the inclusion of women in peace 

processes at the AU and ECOWAS  

 The inability of our leaders to appreciate and take into account the good practices of 

women’s involvement in the peace processes in Africa in the past, including those in 

the Great Lakes Region and the Mano River Union.  

 The ongoing trauma and divisions among the women and girls in refugee camps, as 

well as those still in Cote d’Ivoire, as a result of the different experiences and the 

manipulation by the various politicians. 

 The inadequate support and protection by the international community of the 

growing number of refugees, which has turned into a serious humanitarian crisis in 

the neighbouring countries 

We therefore call upon: 

 

ECOWAS to: 

1. Ensure, as a matter of urgency, that the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire is  brought to an end  

in order to stop the suffering, maiming and killing of the Ivorians (especially women 

and children) and other ECOWAS citizens 

2. Call for an immediate ceasefire from both sides of the divide  



 

3. Quickly put in place mechanisms to protect women and children in the CI crisis as 

well as to forestall future occurrence of the atrocities that are being perpetrated 

against women and children. 

4. Put in place a mechanism for investigating the atrocities committed against women 

and girls, including sexual violence, and ensure the prosecution of perpetrators. 

5. Ensure that women in the sub-region are present at the peace/negotiating table 

before, during and after conflicts, especially in the present Ivorian crisis. 

6. Respect and ensure the implementation of the various protocols on women 

including UNSCRs1325, 1820 and 1888, 1889, and 1960,  CEDAW, Protocol to the 

African Charter on Human and People Rights on the Rights of Women, the Solemn 

Declaration of the AU on Gender Equality and the ECOWAS Gender Policy. 

7. Immediately offer assistance to the neighbouring countries which are bearing the 

brunt of the influx of the Ivorian refugees. 

 

AFRICAN UNION (AU) to: 

1. Urgently ensure that the crisis in CI is brought to an end in order to stop the 

suffering, maiming and killing of the Ivorians (especially women and children) and 

other ECOWAS citizens. 

2. Ensure that the good intentions concerning women and children and other 

vulnerable groups contained in the Press Statement of the Meeting of the Peace and 

Security Council of the 28th and 29th March 2011 in Addis Ababa are translated into 

concrete actions. 

3. Respect and ensure the implementation of the various protocols on women 

including UNSCRs1325, 1820 and 1888, 1889, 1960, CEDAW, Protocol to the African 

Charter on Human and People Rights on the Rights of Women, the Solemn 

Declaration of the AU on Gender Equality. 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO: 

1. As a matter of urgency ensure that the crisis in CI is brought to an end in order to 

stop the suffering, maiming and killing of the Ivorians (especially women and 

children) and other ECOWAS citizens. 

2. Immediately offer assistance to the neighbouring countries which are bearing the 

brunt of the influx of the Ivorian refugees. 

 

WOMEN AND WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS TO: 

1. Form a coalition  comprising of key  women groups from the sub-region whose 

mandate will include but not limited to:  

 Monitor situations of women, children and other vulnerable groups in armed 

conflicts and take relevant actions within their capacity.  



 

 Advocate, lobby and sustain pressure on our governments, ECOWAS and AU to 

ensure that they respect, ratify, domesticate and implement the various protocols 

on women including UNSCRs 1325, 1820 and 1888, 1889, 1960, CEDAW, Protocol to 

the African Charter on Human and People Rights on the Rights of Women, the 

Solemn Declaration of the AU on Gender Equality.  

 Constantly monitor the activities of media houses in their countries to ensure 

responsible, non-partisan and professional reporting. 

 Sustain pressure on national governments to ensure ECOWAS and AU put in place 

mechanisms for the protection of women and children and other vulnerable groups 

under armed conflicts. 

 Sensitize women to put all differences aside and foster peace. 

 Demand that the atrocities committed against women and girls especially sexual 

violence are investigated and perpetrators are prosecuted. 

 Set up a Rapid Response Committee within the coalition that is mandated to act 

quickly on its behalf when urgent needs and issues emerge. 

2. Call on Her Excellency, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to transmit on behalf of the West 

African Women this communiqué to ECOWAS, AU and the UN. 

We register our appreciation to the government and people of Liberia for their hospitality, 

to the Coalition of Liberian Women Networks on the Cote d’Ivoire crisis, WANEP for the 

initiative to organise this regional conference. 

Finally we acknowledge the support and contribution of SIDA, AWANICh and Urgent Action 

Fund-Africa towards the organisation of this conference. 

We remain actively seized of this matter. 

Done this day, 7th April 2011 in Monrovia, Liberia 

 

 


