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REGIONAL ACTION ON THE TARGET OF WOMEN IN THE IVORIAN POLITICAL STALEMATE  

STOP KILLING THE WOMEN NOW! 

Introduction 

Fighting continued in Côte d'Ivoire, the world’s top cocoa producer, on December 16, 2010, women were 

detained for having planned a peaceful march for the liberation of the RTI (meaning in full). Since 28th November 

2010 the political stalemate deepened following the run-off elections and Côte d'Ivoire has descended from its 

position as a beacon of socio-economic stability in Africa to being one of the continent's most intransigent crises. 

The political and social climate is dangerously polarized and characterized by intolerance, xenophobia and 

suspicion. The issues at the heart of the Ivorian conflict-the refusal of the incumbent President Gbagbo to cede 

his position following declaration of the presidential round off where Allassane Ouattara was declared the winner 

of the elections -continue unabated. 

 

 There have been the following violent incidences with armless women as targets:  

• On December 18 2010, women including children were detained in Grand-Bassam police station 

following a round up carried out by the Forces de Defense et de sécurité in a mosque during the 

prayer time.  They were beaten and undressed because they wanted peace. 

• 23 women have been raped in the last week of January 2011 in western Ivory Coast, where 16,000 

people have taken refuge since the disputed November 28 presidential runoff vote. 

• Seven women were killed in Cote d’Ivoire’s commercial capital, Abidjan, when security forces opened 

fire on a rally to protest violence in their neighbourhood. The women gathered at a traffic circle in 

Abobo at 10 a.m.  on March 4, 2011 to call for an end to the violence that has rocked the city. 

• In Port Bouet, near Abidjan’s airport, about 50 pro-Gbagbo youths armed with AK47 assault rifles and 

machetes turned up to disperse 200 women who tried to march there on March 9, 2011. This was in 

the wake of the anniversary of International Women’s Day. 

 

With signs of the conflict increasing and women becoming prime targets, there is need for urgent and timely 

intervention to avert a possible spill over of systematic attack and violence against women. This presents the 

WANEP’s Women in Peacebuilding Program a window of opportunity to join forces with other women civil society 

groups and activists to condemn the situation in strong terms and also provide alternatives for peace and stability 

and ensure that the rights of women are protected and respected.  
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Rationale 

The African continent has been the theatre of various types of violent conflicts, especially in the immediate 

aftermath of the Cold War. One common thread that runs through all the conflicts is the preponderance of 

extreme violence against women and children.   

In West Africa, women continue to be victims of armed conflicts and wars or observers in formal peace 

processes where male dominated parties and groups determine the fate of the people and society. Women 

continue to stand by as these groups use violence to hold the society hostage for their selfish agendas.  

  

UNSCR 1325 emphasizes the critical role of Member States in increasing women's participation in decision-

making at all levels, supporting local women's peace initiatives and providing suitable candidates as special 

representatives and envoys to the Secretary-General. UNSCR 1325 also calls on Member States to establish 

special measures to protect women and girls from gender-based violence and prosecute those responsible for 

sexual and other forms of violence against women and girls. UNSCR 1325 calls on Member States to include a 

gender perspective in their peacekeeping, peacebuilding, demobilization, disarmament and reintegration 

processes.1   

Despite the endorsement of the Resolution by all African States, its translation into concrete action remains a 

dismal challenge. 

 

Objectives 

• To advocate for the cessation of hostilities and peaceful non-violent resolution of conflict 

• To create an opportunity for Ivorian women to properly position themselves in the peace processes in 

Cote d’Ivoire. 

• To design strategies for the extension of women peace activism in the region to support Cote d’Ivoire 

women. 

• To release a press statement communiqué to the President of Liberia, the UN, AU and ECOWAS. 

• Design a long-term lobbying agenda for peace in Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Approach 

WANEP Regional through the WIPNET programme is proposing to embark on a two day ‘stop killing women 

now’ – peace advocacy campaign. During this campaign, a series of activities would be carried out. These would 

include: 

 

                                                        
1Since the agenda was set with the core principles of Resolution 1325, three supporting resolutions have been subsequently adopted by 
the Security Council: 1820, 1888 and 1889. Resolution 1820 (2008) was the first UNSCR to recognize conflict-related sexual violence as a 
matter of international ace and security. It calls for armed actors to stop using sexual violence against civilians as a weapon of war.  
UNSCR 1820 also urges parties in conflict to provide effective protection for civilians. Resolution 1888 focuses on strengthening 
leadership, expertise and other institutional capacities within the United Nations and in member states to end conflict-related sexual 
violence.  
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• Mobilizing a critical sub-regional women’s groups delegates from across West Africa 

• Round table discussions 

• Peace marches in Monrovia 

• Peace Vigil 

• Press conferences and presentation of communiqué  

 

Expected outputs 

• A communiqué on the position of West African women concerning the violence against women in Cote 

d’Ivoire, the decision of ECOWAS, the humanitarian disaster 

• Strong network of women in West Africa supporting their fellow women in Cote d’Ivoire 

• Strategising on how to get Cote d’Ivoire women to be more involved in peace processes in Cote d’Ivoire 

 

 

 

 

About WANEP  

The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded 

in 1998 in response to civil wars that plagued West Africa in the 1990s. Over the years, WANEP has succeeded 

in establishing strong national networks in every Member State of ECOWAS with over 500 member organizations 

across West Africa.  

WANEP’s Women in Peacebuilding Network Program focus on building the capacity of women who often are the 

most vulnerable in conflicts and wars, in their roles in peacebuilding and post conflict reconstruction. Through 

community mobilization and other innovative platforms, WANEP strives to provide a forum for women at the 

grassroots to amplify their voices on issues of peace and human security 


