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Urgent Call on ECOWAS, AU and UN to Act NOW 

Accra, 24th March 2011 - The deteriorating humanitarian and security situation in Cote d’Ivoire calls for 

urgent action from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the African Union and the 

International Community under the leadership of the United Nations to stop the killings of innocent 

civilians especially women and children and the massive displacements of the population. As the Heads of 

State of ECOWAS meet in Abuja on 23rd and 24th March 2011, there is an urgent need for collective action 

and a unified position on the resolution of the Ivorian crisis and the protection of the civilian population. 

The international response to protect the lives of civilians in the Libyan crisis should be met with an equal 

commitment and resolve to protect the lives of civilians in Cote d’Ivoire in light of the on-going killings of 

hundreds of innocent civilians.  

The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) has been monitoring the security situation in Cote 

d’Ivoire since the start of the political stalemate in December 2010. The security situation since the 

beginning of March 2011 is by far the worst and is now fast turning into a civil war with no protection or 

consideration for innocent civilians.  

Already, civil society organisations in Cote d’Ivoire, as well as at the regional and the international level 

including the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflicts (GPPAC), are calling on the 

International Community to take similar pre-emptive action as it is doing in Libya to prevent the possibility 

of mass atrocities. There is on-going systematic perpetration of violence against women with reported 

cases of rape in the western part of Cote d’Ivoire. The mobilisation of thousands of youth by Blé Goudé, the 

Minister of Youth of the government of Laurent Gbagbo, to be armed against supporters of Alassane 

Ouattara points to a genocidal tendency. ECOWAS citizens from neighbouring countries endorsing Alassane 

Ouattara as the legitimate winner of the 28 November 2010 Presidential polls are likely targets of attacks 

by armed members of the ‘Young Patriot’ and forces loyal to Laurent Gbagbo. Retaliatory actions of forces 

under the command of Alassane Ouattara are also worsening the humanitarian and security situation. 

More worrisome is the inaction of the forces of the United Nations Mission in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI) and 

LICORNE, the French forces, in the face of the attacks and killings of innocent civilians who have become 

victims of the political ambition of Laurent Gbagbo regardless of the decision of the AU High Panel 

endorsed by ECOWAS to recognise Alassane Ouattara as President-elect on the basis of the evidence 

collected during their mission to Cote d’Ivoire. 

While WANEP reiterates its earlier position on the preferred option of a mediated and negotiated 

approach, it urges:  

 



 

The ECOWAS  

- To assert a unified position and take collective actions to enforce the decisions taken to resolve the 

Ivorian crisis with the urgency it deserves. 
 

- To contribute troops to UNOCI to prevent the possibility of mass atrocities in Cote d’Ivoire and 

enforce the peace. 
 

- To include in its mediation mission the President and Government of Ghana that could play a 

meaningful and decisive role in efforts to persuade Laurent Gbagbo to respect the decisions of the 

AU High Panel as endorsed by ECOWAS 

The African Union  

- To make use of the unified stand of its members in support of the election of President Ouattara to 

step-up pressures on any country  supporting the position of Laurent Gbagbo and to support the 

implementation of the Africa Peace and Security Council decision to hand over power and  ensure 

his immediate peaceful departure 
 

- To push at the level of the UN for greater commitment and attention from the International 

Community to equally uphold the principles regarding the protection of civilians and be ready to act 

to stop the worsening humanitarian situation in Cote d’Ivoire 
 

- To contribute troops from the AU stand-by force to protect innocent civilians from the attacks of 

armed combatants. 

The United Nations 

- To deploy immediately the approved 2000 troops and pass a resolution approving a further increase 

of the troops strength of UNOCI to be in a position to impose a cease-fire and prevent the grim 

prospect of a full-blown civil war 
 

- To request the International Criminal Court (ICC) to commission an investigation into possible 

crimes against humanity orchestrated by any of the parties in the Ivorian political stalemate or their 

agents and supporters who incite mass murder and violence against innocent civilians including 

raping of women. 

In the face of the volatile situation in Cote d’Ivoire, it is imperative for the ECOWAS, AU and UN to, first and 

foremost, protect the lives of innocent civilians as the intervention in Libya is seeking to achieve. The 

deteriorating humanitarian and security situation in Cote d’Ivoire will definitely undermine the hard-earned 

peace in West Africa over the last decade with dire consequences on human lives, if urgent action is not 

taken to stem the tide of the on-going violence.  

The need for collective action and unified voice is more than ever urgent to resolve the political crisis in 
Cote d’Ivoire and save innocent lives and the growth of democracy in the West African sub-region.  


