
 

 

WANEP brings together Leaders of Communities in Jos Plateau, 
Nigeria to begin a Reconciliatory Journey  

 

In the past decade, Jos Plateau in the north central zone of Nigeria has been faced with a 

vicious cycle of violent conflicts that have claimed the lives of thousands and destruction of 

livelihoods estimated at billions of Naira. It has also led to the displacement of significant 

number of the population most of who have relocated with their families due to the multiple 

level of reoccurrence and negative impact of the conflict on their socio-political and economic 

well-being. Since the re-emergence of the conflict in January 2010, an estimated number of 

over 3,000 lives have been 

lost with majority being 

women and children in 

different secret killings, 

attacks and counter attacks 

with a new dimension of 

bombing introduced on the 

eve of Christmas of 2010.  

Despite the multiple local 

and national ongoing 

interventions, the conflicts 

and degree of violence do not seem to be de-escalating, thereby creating a sense of uncertainty 

and insecurity amongst the citizenry.  

 

To this end, West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) in collaboration with the Institute 

for Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPCR) in Abuja, Nigeria, with support from the Swedish 

International Development Agency (SIDA), organized an initial two (2) day stakeholder’s 

consultative meeting in Abuja in February 2010 to brainstorm and design workable conflict-

sensitive intervention strategies that can address the conflict and provide direction for durable 

and sustainable peace in the State.   



 

 

As a key outcome of the meeting, participants unanimously requested WANEP and IPCR to 

convene a second 

roundtable consultation 

for community leaders in 

order to deepen the 

discussions on the issues 

identified as the driving 

force of the conflict with 

a view to jointly and 

collaboratively finding 

lasting solutions. 

 

The meeting was held at 

the Hill Station Hotel in Jos, Plateau State with the State Government (represented by the 

Special Adviser to the Governor on Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution), the Chair persons of 

Christian Association of Nigeria and Jamatul Nasril Islam Plateau State Chapter,  five 

representatives each from Afizere, Anaguta, Berom, Hausa, Fulani, Igbo and Yoruba 

communities, the  Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution, United Nations development 

Program, Security 

agents including the 

Police, army, State 

Security Services (SSS) 

and Civil Defense Corp, 

National Orientation 

Agency among others. 

 

The facilitation was led 

by WANEP regional 

secretariat with the 

support of WANEP Nigeria and the Centre for Peace Advancement in Nigeria (CEPAN) 



 

 

At the end of the 2 day 

meeting, participants 

identified the major 

causes of the conflict and 

made recommendations 

towards addressing them 

and encouraged WANEP 

and its partners to 

continue engaging the 

various communities 

with a view to finding common ground and bringing back Jos Plateau’s glory of peace and 

tourism.  

The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded in 1998 in 

response to civil wars that plagued West Africa in the 1990s.  Over the years, WANEP has succeeded in establishing strong 

national networks in every Member State of ECOWAS with over 500 member organizations across West Africa. 

 


