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Excellencies, Honourable Minister of Interior of the Republic of Ghana, 
Excellencies Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps, 
Executive Director, WANEP 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the African Union Commission, its Chairperson and on my own behalf, I would first and foremost 
like to thank you for inviting me to be a Special Guest at this first biennial General Assembly of the West Africa 
Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP). This to me is an indication of your commitment to the efforts being 
made by Civil Society and International Organizations to jointly address the challenges of peace and security in 
the continent of Africa. I also pleased that the theme of your General Assembly as well as the contents of your 
deliberations focus on developing national capacity for early warning and early response. This recognition of 
the convergence between the local, national and continental efforts underscores the awakening geared 
towards the harnessing of Africa’s resources for the implementation of African solutions to Africa’s problems 
of peace and security. 
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This invitation is not only an honour to the African Union, it equally concurs with the various efforts being 
made by the African Union at preventing armed on conflict on the continent. This quest to strengthen the 
capacity of our nations for early warning and early response, I must stress, does not contradict the regional 
and continental agenda in that regard. Indeed, it falls precisely in line with several Protocols, Decisions and 
Declarations of the African Union such as the Protocol Relating to the Establishment of the Peace and Security 
Council.  
 
You will also recall that it covers a wide scope of both present and future aspirations of our continental 
Organization including the efforts made by the AU’s predecessor, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 
the establishment of Mechanism for Conflict Resolution as well as with the current work to finalize the 
establishment of the Continental Peace and Security Architecture.  
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Permit me to underline that today’s meeting is taking place at a time when significant progress has been made 
in the establishment of the Continental Peace and Security Architecture. In this regard, I am pleased to recall 
the dynamism which has accompanied the establishment of the Continental Early Warning System as well as 
the work of the Panel of the Wise whose role is to support efforts of the AU Peace and Security Council (PSC) 
and those of the Commission’s Chairperson, particularly in the area of conflict prevention as well as the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the AU and the Regional Mechanisms for conflict 
prediction, management and resolution. 
 
You will also agree with me if I say that the efforts being made in recent years to address the challenges of 
armed conflict through early warning have been unprecedented. Structures and institutions are being put in 
place reflecting the norms and principles of the African Union’s determination to work in concert with 
continental stakeholders in preempting and preventing armed conflicts. Conflicts and crisis continue to plague 
the socio-political environment but, the fact remains that the determination and courage to confront the 



issues and arrive at the appropriate solutions are equally increasing. For example, one can point to so many 
situations of restored peace and post conflict reconstruction in the geopolitical landscape of the continent.  
 
It is obvious that the full operationalization of the various components of the Continental Peace and Security 
Architecture will immensely fortify the capacity of the continent to deal with a wide range of activities 
including structural prevention to post-conflict reconstruction. Without getting into issues of doctrine and 
theoretical issues regarding early warning, it should suffice to say that the strengthening of local, national and 
regional coordination in early warning will enhance its effectiveness. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to inform you that in the priorities of the next Roadmap which should extend up to 2015, the 
Commission has recommended, among others, the establishment of the Rapid Deployment capability by 2012, 
the development of humanitarian action in the event of natural disaster and the development of the maritime 
component as part of a maritime security and safety strategy of which the Summit of Heads of State and 
Government has recommended the elaboration and implementation. 
 
Let me reiterate the conviction which the Chairperson of the Commission, Dr Jean Ping and I share on the 
historic nature and scope of the undertaking of establishing the African Standby Force. In fact, it is our 
conviction that it is more than a question of a tool for the promotion of peace and security throughout the 
continent. It is also an important benchmark and a powerful accelerator for the integration of our continent. 
 
Of course, I am aware you would like to know where the place of WANEP is in all these; what the role of local 
and community actors in building national capacities for conflict prevention, peacebuilding and conflict 
resolution is.   
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
As you must are aware, the Heads of State and Government of AU declared 2010 as Year of Peace and Security 
in Africa. The aim of the Year of Peace and Security is to create a momentum, so that by the end of 2010, 
concrete results will have materialized, in particular, creating a more enabling political and social 
environments. It is expected that from 2010 onward, peace efforts will be boosted, and will generate more 
effective results on the ground and make peace on the entire continent a reality in the near future. 
 
The Year of Peace and Security in Africa focused on five major objectives: giving added momentum to peace 
and security efforts on the continent; giving greater visibility to ongoing and past efforts by the AU on the 
ground to promote peace and security; speeding up the implementation of commitments made by Member 
States to various AU’s instruments relating to peace and security; linking official efforts to promote peace and 
security with the efforts being undertaken on the ground by ordinary communities; and mobilizing resources 
to support peace and security efforts on the continent. 
 
 All the activities that were carried out within the framework of the Year of Peace and Security were guided by 
the following principles: (i) working through partnerships; (ii) promoting inclusiveness (engaging the Regional 
Economic Communities – RECs, civil society, the private sector, and the international community); (iii) 
promoting African leadership on peace and security on the continent; (iv) inspiring the African people to 
promote peace and security; (v) bringing together people in peaceful activities; and (vi) highlighting success 
stories and existing efforts, as well as addressing the challenges at hand. The overarching message for all the 
activities was quite simply to, “Make Peace Happen”. This message highlights the need to mobilize all 



stakeholders for them to take ownership of this initiative and commit to actions that will make possible the 
achievement of peace. 
 
The Year of Peace and Security also provided an opportunity to fully acknowledge the role of civil society and 
grassroots organizations in the promotion of peace and security. Time and again, African communities owe 
their survival, and such prosperity and security as they have achieved, to the efforts of community-based 
organizations. Families, faith-based organizations, grassroots initiatives and civil society have made an 
outstanding contribution to preserve the fundamental social values and practices that have held Africa 
together. Even while African states have been in competition and conflict with one another, African 
communities have been generous and hospitable to refugees and civil society organizations have vigorously 
stepped into the breach. Significantly, the Tripoli Declaration called on the African civil society to continue to 
play its role in promoting peace, security and stability as partners of Government, in line with the Constitutive 
Act. 
 
In his progress report on the implementation of decision Assembly/AU/Dec.275(xvi) on the 2010 Year of Peace 
and Security in Africa, the Chairperson called for the engagement of all partners at political, institutional, civil 
society and community levels, and the encouragement of all citizens to play a part in making peace happen, 
the Year of Peace and Security in Africa campaign will culminate on the International Day of Peace, on 21 
September (Peace Day). The Chairperson thus urged the “African civil society and private sector to join hands 
with the AU and its Member States to make peace happen in 2010 and beyond. Indeed, to achieve peace 
between nations and non-violence in our homes, communities and schools requires everyone’s involvement. I 
challenge every African to take a step of faith and do something to support the Year of Peace and Security, for 
none of us is too small to make a difference.” 
 
I am happy WANEP has been and remains a leading civil society actor that has a track record that speaks for 
itself. WANEP’s partnership for Conflict Prevention with ECOWAS entered into since 2002 is exemplary, unique 
and worth emulating by other CSOs. You have changed the perception of civil society in Africa. You have 
demonstrated that Africa belongs to all of us and that your role of complementing Governments is 
indispensable. The AU is aware of your success stories and we are proud that you have even groomed one of 
our staff who is proving his worth at the level of the Commission. That is WANEP’s legacy and contribution to 
African peace and stability. By focusing on National Early Warning Systems (NEWS), you have filled the gap 
that has always existed in building strategies for prevention. My wish is that through this initiative, 
Governments and national actors would take the issue of prevention of violent conflicts seriously. I need not 
say that prevention is better and cheaper than cure. Africa is losing millions to conflicts, money that would 
have been channelled to development efforts and creation of employment for the budding and growing youth 
population. 
 
I am sure that WANEP would take advantage of the provisions of its membership of the AU Economic Social, 
and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) and the opportunity provided for by the Peace and Security Council for CSOs 
to constantly brief the Commission, to continue to influence policy in our beloved continent, Africa. Let me 
take this opportunity to thank the leadership of ECOWAS that has opened its doors for this collaboration, the 
donors for understanding the paradigm shift and importance of supporting responsible civil society initiatives, 
member states for accommodating CSOs, and you the civil society actors from various countries in West for 
the assertiveness in complementing Governments in making sure that peace is built, sustained and promoted. 
Above all, let me congratulate the leadership of WANEP for the vision, commitment and sense of duty you 
have demonstrated since your creation. You remain a point of reference and Africa is proud of you.   
 
Thank you for your kind attention and I wish you complete success in your deliberations in the 2011 GA. 



 


