
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Ivorian Political Crisis: Sustaining Preventive Diplomatic Efforts for a Peaceful 
Settlement on the Principle of Respecting the Will of the People of la Cote d’Ivoire 

Accra, January 26, 2011 – While all efforts so far from the authority of Heads of State of the Economic 

Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS) and the African Union (AU) have been deployed to ensure a 

peaceful settlement to the current protracted political crisis in Cote d’Ivoire, it is regrettable that the political 

discourse is polarized along the divide of whether or not to use military intervention to end the crisis. 

As the implementing partner of the ECOWAS Early Warning and Response Network (ECOWARN) and the West 

Africa representative of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC), the West Africa 

Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP), through its national network in Cote d’Ivoire (WANEP-CI), continues to 

closely monitor the Ivorian political crisis while documenting the destructions and atrocities that have 

occurred since the proclamation of the provisionary results of the presidential elections on 2nd December 

2010. 

WANEP deplores the use of hate speeches and ethnocentric language from political leaders and the killings of 

innocent civilians on the basis of their ethnic identity and/or political affiliation.  Besides the gruesome killings, 

the civilian populace in Cote d’Ivoire is under unbearable economic, psychological and emotional stress due to 

the restive security and humanitarian situation in Cote d’Ivoire deteriorates with each passing day with 

increasing numbers of women and children as victims. 

WANEP reiterates its earlier statement of 22nd December 2010 appealing for a mediated and negotiated 

settlement approach to end the political crisis while maintaining the fundamental principle of the respect of 

the will of the people of Cote d’Ivoire in the recent elections as declared from the results of 2nd December 

2010 and certified by the United Nations mandated by United Nations Security Council Resolution 1765.  

Sustaining the current preventive diplomatic efforts led by ECOWAS and supported by the Africa Union, the 



 

United Nations and the International Community should be applauded as such efforts equally builds the 

foundation for a post-election healing and reconciliation in Cote d’Ivoire. 

WANEP also calls on the active involvement of West African women especially the association of West African 

First Ladies and regional women organizations and networks in the mediation and negotiation processes. 

WANEP is a leading Regional Peacebuilding organization founded in 1998 in response to civil wars that plagued West 

Africa in the late 1980s.  We place special focus on collaborative approach, working alongside major actors, particularly 

governments, intergovernmental bodies and women in a bid to establish a platform for dialogue, experience sharing and 

learning, thereby complementing efforts at ensuring sustainable peace and development.   


