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 APPEAL FOR RESTRAINT IN THE USE OF  

DESTRUCTIVE POLITICAL LANGUAGE 

The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) has observed 

with deep concern, the sharp increase, during the past week, of the 

use of intolerant political language in our Ghanaian political 

discourse. The use of such language is further exacerbating political 

polarisation and increasing social tensions. Our concern is premised 

on a careful observation of the implicit negative consequences that 

transforms the undercurrents of politics into a front for social 

mobilisation along regional and/or possible ethnic cleavages.  

Understandably, active political engagement in a multiparty 

democracy comes along with vigorous political debates and 

exchanges on issues and policies which should not be discouraged 

especially in our democratic dispensation of free speech, movement 

and association. When political discourse, however, resorts to the 

use of violent and threatening language that denigrates or is 

perceived to denigrate leaders or sections of our communities, we 

risk sliding on the slippery road towards potential political violence. 

Such a development, however, nascent is regrettable and must not 

be allowed to persist and gradually become part of our political 

culture. There is a danger that in its current latent stage of verbal 

political confrontation, our political discourses rather than enhance a 

democratic culture that is tolerant and respectful of our ethnic 

diversity and views could become destructive with the possible 

attendant consequences of social and political tensions that could 

become difficult to manage.  

 



WANEP appeals for total restraint from all political activists especially 

the youth from the main political parties; the majority and minority 

and their members of Parliament to forthwith observe a truce and 

immediately refrain from the further use of intolerant language or 

threats of any form of action that could worsen the current political 

polarisation. More specifically, the exchange and use of intolerant 

political language generated by comments attributed in the media to 

the Deputy Minister for Tourism, Mr. Kobby Acheampong in reaction 

to comments attributed also in the media to the General Secretary of 

the New Patriotic Party (NPP), Mr. Kwadwo Owusu Afriyie should 

cease immediately. We also urge for an immediate end to any form 

of threats to any person, declaration of individuals as persona non 

grata in sections of the country or plans for demonstrations reported 

in sections of the media.  

This press statement, while recognising the destructive effects of 

intolerant political language does not seek to determine who was 

right or wrong in the earlier comments attributed to the Deputy 

Minister and the NPP General Secretary. It simply recognises the 

inherent dangers that the current political discourses poses to our 

national stability and appeals for restraint, bearing in mind that our 

collective national political interests, democratic credentials and 

leadership position in Africa and the world at large should be 

safeguarded at all times. The use of language that is denigrating in 

any form in our body politic cannot sustain our democratic 

development nor our collective efforts for peace and stability. We, 

therefore, reiterate our appeal for restraint and urge for a halt to all 

forms of threats including plans for demonstrations based on the 

comments we have alluded to in this statement.  
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