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QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES, JULY – SEPTEMBER, 2010 
 

Overview of Peace and Security Situation in West Africa  
The third quarterly highlight gives account of activities implemented by the regional secretariat and national 
networks of WANEP.  It captures several engagements of WANEP with its key partners and allies in peacebuilding 
and conflict resolution in partnership with ECOWAS and as a member of the security cluster of the African Union. 
While the regional secretariat worked with key stakeholders at regional level, the national secretariats 
implement country programmes that address national and local peace and security matters as highlighted in the 
report. The International Day of Peace was celebrated by WANEP at regional and national levels. The regional 
secretariat published a press release underscoring the value of peace and the need to use dialogue instead of 
violent approaches at all times. 
 
In the course of the third quarter of 2010, WANEP civil society focal points/monitors of the ECOWARN system 
recorded information pertaining to the peace and security situation of the West Africa sub-region. Below is an 
overview of the issues of concerns. 
 
In Zone One (Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Senegal), there was no reported incident of violence 
throughout the quarter that could threaten national and sub-regional peace and security. However, the political 
imbroglio in Guinea Bissau, the unrelenting human rights violations in the Gambia and continued strikes and 
demonstrations in Senegal over power outages and high cost of living belie the fragility of this zone. In 
September a Gambian court sentenced eight people to death after finding them guilty of plotting to overthrow 
the government.  They include the former chief of defence staff, former director of the national intelligence 
agency and two businessmen, one of whom is a Lebanese. In Bissau, the President acknowledged the enormous 
challenges facing the country which has been transformed to a “narco-state”. The European Union on Tuesday 
3rd August announced the discontinuation of its support to reform the security forces in Guinea Bissau. In 
Senegal, President Abdoulaye Wade added to his son’s portfolio the Ministry of Energy. Observers believed the 
latest appointment by the President was part of his broader plan to have his son succeed him as the flag bearer 
of the party. 
 
In Zone Two (Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali and Niger), the spotlight was on the kidnapping of foreign 
workers in the Sahel Region covering Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger by a terror cell affiliated to the Al-Qaida group, 
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The kidnappings involved five French citizens and two other foreign nationals – 
an act which prompted military intervention by France with the deployment of High-tech Commando’s in the 
desert with military equipments to rescue the hostages. During the third quarter, previous attempts by joined 
forces of French and West African army to free hostages held by AQIM resulted in the death of the hostages. At 
least 12 AQIM fighters were also killed. AQIM swiftly retaliated by seizing at least seven French national. The 
presence of AQIM in this region has the potential of heightening the vulnerabilities of many fragile West African 
countries. 
 
In Cote d’Ivoire, a landmark decision was taken to finally set the Presidential elections for October 31st 2010. This 
was the first time there was cause for hope that the much delayed election for five years running could be 
organized and brought back the country into the democratic fold of nations. 
In Zone three (Ghana, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone), the delay in the organization of the second round of 
presidential elections in Guinea was the focus of attention. The security risk in the country remains high as group 
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mobilization increases along ethnic lines exposing the deepening divide among the political class and general 
populace in Guinea. The political wrangling over the control of the electoral commission by the two major 
contending political parties (the Rassemblement du Peuple Guinéen of Alpha Condé and l’Union des forces 
Démocratiques de Guinée of Cellou Dalein Diallo) and repeated postponement of the elections threaten the 
stability of not only the country but also its neighbouring countries: Sierra Leone, Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire.  
 
In Ghana, the WANEP-Ghana national early warning system reported several politically-related youth 
demonstrations. Most of these demonstrations were violent in Jirapa, Nyoli and Tumu, in the Upper West Region, 
Walewale, Tamale and its suburbs; Nyankpala, Bamvim, Lamshegu, and Karaga, in the Nothern Region, Asokore 
in the Ashanti region, Atiwa in the Eastern Region, and Osu in the Greater Accra Region and Sakom, in Bawku 
West district. The early warning system also recorded increasing cases of armed robbery including highway 
attacks in Accra, Sunyani, Agona-Swedru and Nkwanta.  
 
In Liberia, President Johnson-Sirleaf passed the Freedom of Information (FOI) bill improving the image of her 
government as promoter and defender of human rights and freedom of expression. On the other hand, recent 
incidents have shown that the reconciliation is far from being successful. There is a growing tension between the 
Mandingos and the Lorma group in Lofa County and the Mandingos and the Gio-Mano group in Nimba County. 
On 24th September, there was a demonstration that could have degenerated into violence reminiscent of the 
violent incident on ethnic lines that took place on 26th February 2010 leading to the loss of 4 lives and injuries and 
burning of 23 houses including a church. 
 
In Sierra Leone, there is growing perception that the political divide in the country is increasingly deepening along 
regional lines. Division along ethnic lines could further threaten the fragile peace in the country in next elections 
to be held in 2012. 
 
In Zone Four (Benin, Nigeria and Togo) the preparations towards the 2011 Presidential elections in Benin and 
Nigeria dominated the headlines. In Benin, the bickering between the Constitutional Court and the National 
Assembly revealed the polarization along partisanship between the institutions running the country, which have 
serious implication in the conduct of the forthcoming elections. The opposition parties have demonstrated their 
unwillingness to participate in the realization of the computerized voter registration. There are skepticisms that 
the system might not be ready in time for the 2011 elections. In Togo the bitter disagreement between Togolese 
opposition parties and the government over the composition of the Interim National Election Commission could 
easily degenerate into violent confrontation.  
 
Following INEC’s release of the election timetable, the incumbent President, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan declared his 
intention to run. His declaration generated tensions in midst of the ruling PDP political party especially as former 
President Ibrahim Babangida and former Vice President Atiku Abubakar officially declared their intentions to 
contest for the presidential primaries of the PDP making the primary election a key event to monitor. 
 
In addition to the increase in kidnappings of prominent high profile personalities including the abduction of three 
journalists and fifteen pupils of a primary school at Abia State, there is an increase in terror attacks. The Boko 
Haram Islamic sect (meaning "Western education is forbidden" in Hausa) attacked the Bauchi-‚Central Prison, 
where they set free about 721 inmates, many of whom are members of the sect who were detained in prison 
since 2009. The sect had masterminded several attacks in Nigeria posing serious security threat. The worse 
violence erupted in northeastern Bauchi State in July, when members of a Muslim sect known as Boko Haram 
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were arrested on suspicion of planning to attack a police station. In the days that followed, Boko Haram members 
attacked police stations and other government establishments across four other northern states - Borno, Yobe, 
Kano and Katsina.  The attacks led to the death of at least 400 people and left over 4,000 displaced before police 
shot dead Yusuf Mohammed, the group’s leader.  Some analysts think the sectarian violence had more to do with 
popular anger and frustration with prevailing economic conditions than religion.  
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES OF WANEP REGIONAL SECRETARIAT 
 
In the third quarter of the 2010, the WANEP regional secretariat was involved in the following activities. 
 
African Union - Civil Society Pre-Summit  
From the 14th to 16th of July 2010, WANEP was invited to make a presentation on the emerging threats to peace 
and security in West Africa at the African Union – Civil Society pre-summit meeting of African Heads of State held 
in Kampala, Uganda. WANEP, in its capacity as a member of the Peace and Security Cluster of the Economic, 
Social and Cultural Council of the African Union (ECOSOCC), provided most of the recommendations relating to 
preventive peacebuilding through Early Warning and Early Response mechanisms that were included in the 
declaration submitted to the African Union for onward transmission to the Summit of the African Heads of States 
and Government 
 
The 6th Annual Regional Conference of WIPNET  
With the support of MacArthur Foundation, the 6th Regional Conference of the Women in Peacebuilding Network 
(WIPNET) of WANEP was organized on 20th and 21st July 2010 under the theme: ‘10 years of Domesticating 
UNSCR 1325 and Women Participation in Peace Processes –An Appraisal of National Efforts in West Africa’. 51 
participants representing women organisations, UNIFEM, Office of the United Nations in Cote d’Ivoire (ONUCI), 
the African Union, ECOWAS and government ministries and agencies responsible for women affairs converged in 
Grand Bassam, Cote d’Ivoire to take stock of national efforts in West Africa 
 
Reports were presented from each of the fifteen member countries of ECOWAS appreciating the efforts and 
initiatives of member countries as well as the disparity in the level of progress across member states. The 
conference learned that it was still only three countries in West Africa, namely: Liberia, Sierra Leone and Cote 
d’Ivoire that have established National Action Plan to domesticate Resolution 1325. 
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        Group Photo                                                                                 15  Delegates from Nigeria 

 
The Entry Into Force Of The Cluster Munition Ban  
On August 3rd, 2010 WANEP joined the Canadian High Commission in Accra and the Foundation for Security and 
Development in Africa (FOSDA) to observe the United Nations ban on cluster munitions with the beating of heavy 
African "fontomfrom" drums to signify the triumphant coming into force of the law on August 1st 2010.  
 
The Convention was adopted in Dublin on May 30, 2008. The Convention on Cluster Munitions forbids its use, 
production, stockpiling and transfer; mandates the clearance of contaminated land within 10 years and 
destruction of stockpile within eight years. 

 
              African drumming and dancing                                                       WANEP and FOSDA representatives 

 
Institutional Policy Review on UNSC 1325 within the Ghana Prison Services Institution  
WANEP took part in a policy review of the Ghana Prison Service jointly organised by the Canadian High 
Commission in Ghana and the Women in Peace and Security-Africa on August 05, 2010 attracting over twenty 
participants. The purpose of the policy review was to identify capacity gaps and entry-points for mainstreaming 
the provisions of UNSC Resolutions 1325 (2000) 1820 (2008) on Sexual Violence, 1888 (2009) and 1889 (2009) 
within Ghana’s security sector and proffer policy recommendations for practical guidance on the implementation 
of these Resolutions.  
The policy review process was also geared towards contributing to the process of developing a National Plan of 
Action on UNSCR 1325 under the aegis of the Ghana Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs (MOWAC). 
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Technical Meeting of African CSOs on the Draft African Governance Architecture and Human Rights Strategy 
for Africa 
The Executive and Programme Directors of WANEP participated in a Technical Meeting of African CSOs on the 
Draft African Governance Architecture and Human Rights Strategy for Africa, held in Accra, Ghana, from 9 -11 
August 2010.  The purpose of the meeting was to provide key African CSOs working in the area of governance 
and human rights the opportunity to review and make input into the draft African Governance Architecture and 
the draft Human Rights Strategy for Africa before the adoption of both documents by the Assembly of Heads of 
States and Government at their 16th Ordinary Session in January 2011. ECOSOCC, as the AU civil society organ, 
conveyed the meeting to ensure that the views of civil society are reflected in critical continental policy 
documents. 
 
 
 
Sustaining Peacebuilding Efforts in Bawku Municipality through Community Dialogue 
WANEP organized a Capacity Building workshop on Sustaining Peacebuilding Efforts in Bawku Municipality 
through Community Dialogue. This workshop which took place between the 11th and 13th of August brought 
together all the members of Bawku Inter Ethnic Peace Committee and the Upper East Regional Minister and his 
Deputy. The objective of the training was to among others; enhance the capacities the Inter-Ethnic Peace 
Committee on Interest based approaches through Dialogue and Mediation to mitigate and prevent violent 
conflicts; strengthen collaborative approaches to peacebuilding and conflict prevention amongst members of the 
Peace Committee to enhance mutual ownership of searching for lasting peace in Bawku and to assess the efforts 
so far in building peace and suggest concrete follow-up support activities. 
 
ECOWARN Coordination Meeting 
The 2nd semester ECOWARN Coordination Meeting took place at Hotel “Belle Cote” in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire 
from 16th to 19th August 2010. The Coordination meeting brought together 40 participants drawn from the 
fifteen West African countries comprising personnel of the ECOWAS Early Warning Department (EWD), 
Government Focal Points (Monitors/Reporters on the system) as well as key WANEP regional secretariat staff, 
the 4 Zonal Coordinators and the Country Focal Points. While the ECOWAS EWD was led by its Director; Colonel 
Yoro Kone while the WANEP delegates were led by the Executive Director; Mr. Emmanuel Bombande  
 
Regional Strategy Meeting on ECOWAS Interfacing and Engagement of Civil Society Organizations 
WANEP made a presentation at the Regional Strategy Meeting on ECOWAS Interfacing and Engagement of Civil 
Society Organizations from the 25th to 27th of August 2010. The purpose of the meeting was to develop a 
strategic framework for a comprehensive ECOWAS interfacing and engagement with CSOs. The WANEP-ECOWAS 
relationship through the Early Warning Directorate was lauded as a successful model. WANEP’s presentation 
shared the lessons learnt from the experience. At the end of the three-day meeting, a roadmap/framework for 
effective regional cooperation between ECOWAS Commission and regional civil society organizations and 
platforms was developed. 
 
 
Dissemination Seminar of the Findings on Transitional Justice and the Role of TRCs in Africa; Emerging Lessons 
and Implications for Post-Accord Societies  
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WANEP and NPI-Africa conducted Dissemination Seminars in Sierra Leone on the 26th August, and in Liberia on 1st 
September 2010. The purpose of the seminar was to share the findings of the research conducted in Ghana, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Kenya and South Africa, and discuss the implications of the research for Sierra Leone and 
Liberia’s transitional justice agenda – while identifying gaps for further research. The dissemination seminar 
targeted specific audience, particularly policy makers, academic community, civil society organisations and 
beneficiaries of Truth and Reconciliation Commissions.  
 
The former Chairman of the Sierra Leonean Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Bishop, Victor Humper, and 
Cllr Jerome Verdier, the former Chairman of the recently concluded Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Liberia provided keynote addresses. 
 
Retreat of Envoys for Peace in Africa 
At the invitation of the African Union Commissioner for Peace and Security, the Executive Director of WANEP 
participated in a retreat of Envoys for Peace in Africa in Cairo Egypt from August 26th to 28th 2010. The meeting 
provided a unique opportunity to exchange views on current efforts towards the promotion of peace, with 
specific attention paid to situations of concern pertaining to conflict prevention and resolution and 
peacebuilding, such as unconstitutional changes of government, peace, justice and reconciliation, DDR and 
security sector reform, power sharing arrangements and management of natural resources. The meeting 
discussed ways through which the different organizations of the envoys and AU missions on the ground can 
contribute to the Africa Year of Peace initiative.  
 
Capacity Building in Peace and Conflict Assessment in West Africa (PACWA) 
Within the framework of the EWARDS project funded and managed by USAID and ARD Inc. respectively, WANEP 
held a training seminar facilitated by the University of Maryland in the United States on the production of a 
biannual report entitled Peace and Conflict in West Africa. Held in Accra, Ghana from 30th August to 3rd 
September, the training seminar was the first of two training workshops in a bid to transfer the technical know-
how and expertise to WANEP for subsequent production of the Peace and Conflict in West Africa (PACWA) report 
which provides on a biannual basis the risk scores pertaining to the structural vulnerability of each country in 
West Africa.  
 
The West Africa Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI) 2010 Edition 
From 30th August to 17th September, WANEP in collaboration with its partners, the GTZ and the Kofi Annan 
International Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC) organised its 9th training session of the West Africa 
Peacebuilding Institute (WAPI), in Accra, Ghana.  
 
A total of 30 participants from 15 countries attended the training. In addition to participants from West Africa, 
there were participants from Chad, Cameroon, Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan, USA and Switzerland. Over the years since 
its inception, WAPI has trained peacebuilding practitioners from all over Africa as well as Germany, Italy, USA, 
Australia, Palestine and India.  
 
 
Conflict Prevention Training of Trainers (ToT) Workshop at the Goree Institute 
The Regional Programme Coordinator of WANEP took part in a ToT in conflict prevention at the Gorée Institute to 
contribute to regional efforts in preventing violent conflict within the parameters of the ECOWAS Conflict 
Prevention Framework by strengthening the capacities of civilian actors in West Africa in the promotion of 
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human rights, peace and security at regional level. The training organized from September 15th- 18th 2010, was 
directed at key civil society organizations that have critical role to play in conflict prevention across West Africa. A 
total of seven trainees were selected from Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone.  

 
Group photo 

 
ECOWAS – WANEP Coordination Meeting  
Under the framework of WANEP partnership with the Early Warning Directorate (EWD) of ECOWAS, a yearly 
coordination/review meeting was held between ECOWAS and WANEP on the 16th of September 2010 in Bamako, 
Mali. The meeting brought together the Director of EWD, the Systems Manager, the four (4) Bureau Heads of 
ECOWAS, WANEP’s Programme Director and Programme Officer for the Peace Monitoring Center to deliberate 
on how to enhance the ECOWARN system as well as tasked WANEP with the responsibilities of producing more 
products from ECOWARN system. WANEP used the opportunity to highlight some challenges it is facing, which 
includes largely the issue of funding. WANEP called on ECOWAS to include WANEP in its yearly budget proposals. 
 
 
International Day of Peace 
In marking the International Day of Peace on 21st  September 2010, WANEP, in light of the AU Africa Year of 
Peace and Security, following its participation at the recent high level peace and security consultative meeting 
organized by African Union in Cairo - Egypt, as the Regional initiator of the Global Partnership for the Prevention 
of Armed Conflict (GPPAC), issued a press release joining the African community of Civil Society Organizations, 
the African Union and ECOWAS to advocate and appeal for peace and justice in West Africa and Africa.  The press 
release specifically urged countries in the sub-region going through or preparing towards elections to work 
towards a non-violent and peaceful general election.  
 
Civil Society Consultation Meeting on the Joint Africa – EU Strategy (JAES) 
WANEP participated in the first African and European Civil Society Consultation meeting in Brussels on the 21st 
and 22nd September on the Joint Africa –EU Strategy which is entering its second phase from 2011 to 2013. The 
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key objectives was to assess the progress of the first action plan developed after the Lisbon AU-EU summit in 
2007 and to review the expected outcomes of the Action Plan 2011-2013.  
 
It emerged that from the lessons and experiences of implementing the first JAES action plan on Peace and 
Security, a new approach for the implementation of the second action plan is required. The European 
Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) is the focal point of European civil society engagement on peace and security 
in the Partnership of the Joint Africa – EU Strategy. EPLO had earlier identified some key weaknesses within the 
Peace and Security Partnership. WANEP is engaging with EPLO to explore the opportunities provided in the 
second action plan to address the weaknesses identified and to align the activities of the Peace and security 
Partnership with the expected outcomes. 
 
Peace and Security in Africa: The impact of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) 
At the opening ceremony of a regional conference organized by WAANSA on Peace and Security in Africa: The 
impact of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW), WANEP presented a goodwill message and called the attention 
of stakeholders to the fact that the West African sub region has suffered the devastating impact of arms 
proliferation, leading to the emergence of armed groups, militias and mercenaries as well as increase in gun 
related violence and deaths. WANEP through its message urged participants at the conference to revert to the 
effective implementation of the ECOWAS Convention on SALW to support a culture of responsible transfers of 
small arms that do not threaten the peace and security of the region. 
 
Mapping of African Civil Society Organizations 
WANEP was part of an experts meeting organised by the Citizens in Diaspora Directorate of the African Union to 
design a framework for the mapping of Civil Society Organizations in Africa.  The purpose of mapping African Civil 
Society Organizations is to strengthen their representation, participation, engagement and foster partnership 
globally and within the African Union framework. This will allow for an inclusive and participatory relationship 
between State and Civil Society and for the implementation of the recommendations of the Audit Panel of the 
African Union as endorsed by the Assembly of the Union. The AU Audit Panel Report demands, “a register should 
be opened at the Commission for the registration of CSOs and professional associations based on criteria laid 
down in the ECOSOCC Statutes. This list must be updated from time to time and serve as the database for the 
organization of ECOSOCC processes.”     
 
IFOR/WPP-AFRICA  
 
Advocacy Training for Women Peace Activists 
IFOR Women Peacemakers Program- Africa (WPP- Africa), committed to strengthening women civil society actors 
to promote Gender-sensitive Active Non-violent peacebuilding, partnered WANEP-Togo to hold a one week 
Advocacy Training for 19 women peace activists selected from 13 African countries namely Cameroun, Congo 
DRC, Togo, Rwanda, Senegal, Madagascar, Burundi, Mauritania, Benin, Congo Brazzaville, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea 
and Mali. 
 
The Advocacy Training was held at Hotel Saint Thomas from the 2nd to the 6th of august 2010, with a view to 
strengthening the skills of African women peace activists to effectively use advocacy as a tool for influencing 
public policy and to promote Gender-sensitive Non-violent peacebuilding. 
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A cross section of participants at the WPP Advocacy training 2010 

 
At the conclusion of this training, participants developed Action Plans tailored on the principles of Active Non-
violence for the purpose of changing public policy in their communities. Some organisations would receive seed 
funding from WPP-Africa. 
 
Gender Mainstreaming Process for 20 African Peace Organizations 
In a bid to strengthen understanding of Gender in Active Non-Violent peacebuilding, and to help African 
peacebuilding organizations to mainstream gender within their organizations, WPP-Africa held a Gender 
Mainstreaming Training from 23rd to 25th August, 2010. The training introduced twenty women and men heads 
of organizations from fifteen African countries to the issue of gender mainstreaming and took them through 
exercises that would equip them to implement the relevant changes in their organizations.  
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A Gender debate in full swing (insert picture) 

 
 
AU meeting to debate the mandate for Enhanced Women Participation in Peace and Mediation 
From September 23rd to 25th 2010, The WPP-Africa Regional Coordinator participated in an AU meeting to 
deliberate on the mandate for Enhanced Women Participation in Peace and Mediation. The meeting was held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and constituted a crucial step in achieving increased participation of women and men in 
peace processes in Africa. 
 

 
 

ACTIVITIES OF WANEP NATIONAL NETWORKS 
 

WANEP BENIN 
 
Advocacy for the Permanent Computerized Electoral Register (LEPI) 
WANEP-BÉNIN has, throughout the third quarter, led the coordination of activities of civil society organizations in 
monitoring the newly introduced computerized voter registration (LEPI).  Taking into account the political context 
which calls for vigilance and citizens’ active involvement in processes related to the 2011 Presidential and 
Legislatures elections, the civil society coalition for Free, Peaceful and Transparent Elections (FORS – ELECTIONS) 
headed by WANEP-Benin continued their sensitization and advocacy campaigns.   
 
Signing of the EWARDS PEACE FUND Contract 
On August 13th 2010, the management team of EWARDS visited WANEP Benin in relation to the project ‘Capacity 
building and promotion of early and early response in Benin (BeWARN)". The delegation led by the Grant 



 

11 

 

Manager of the Associates in Rural Development ARD/EWARDS oriented the WANEP Benin staff on the 
management procedures of the EWARDS grant. The meeting culminated in the signing of the contractual 
agreement between the parties for a seven month period spanning September 2010 to march 2011.  

 
Following this, the BeWARN project was officially launched on September 8th 2010 at CODIAM in Cotonou funded 
by the USAID Peace Fund (EWARDS PEACE FUND). To ensure effective and efficient service delivery to meet the 

projects objectives, WANEP-Benin organized a workshop on early warning and response for forty nine (49) 
participants including twenty five (25) focal points/monitors for the project across the country.  
 
 
Staff Capacity Building in ACCESS 
On August 23rd 2010, staff members of WANEP-Benin attended software training on Basic Relational Data 
Management System:  ACCESS in interactive method.  Delivered by FRIDINE Computer, the training has as its 
objective to equip the personnel to deal with numerous challenges of data management which they are faced 
with.  Primarily, it includes, among others, effective management of an online library which WANEP Benin is 
currently working on to make accessible on the WANEP-Benin website.  The training sought to address also the 
management of data collected by the civil society focal point in the framework of the early warning project, 
BeWARN.   
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Airing of Radio Programmes 
On August 24th 2010 the WIPNET Programme Officer was invited to take part in a radio panel discussion held at 
the Radio CAPP FM in Cotonou. On behalf of WANEP-Benin, the Programme Officer gave an overview of the 
peace and security situation in the country and highlighted the critical role for women in peacebuilding efforts 
and in peacekeeping operations in light of the theme ‘vigilance of women on peace situation in Benin’. The radio 
episode not only provided  answers to questions bordering on peace in Benin during the pre-election fever 
characterized by political tensions but equally spoke on broader alternative dispute resolution techniques as 
coping and response mechanisms to preserve the peace.  
 
Training Workshop on the Collection, Analysis and Reporting of Early Warning 

From September 21st to 22nd 2010, WANEP-Benin organized a training workshop on the above topic at Chant 
d’Oiseau hotel in Cotonou under the auspices of the BeWARN project for data collection and management as 
well as distribution of the data.   
 
Publication of Press Releases and Analysis Documents 
WANEP Benin was a signatory to three jointly prepared press releases. The first declaration was issued on August 
1st during the country’s independence celebrations on the situation of Benin. 
 
The second document was a policy brief published on August 2nd providing analysis and recommendations on the 
processes of establishing the Permanent Computerized Electoral Register (LEPI) and the organisation of the 
March 2011 elections.  The 15-page document was widely distributed, and copies were given to each of the 
eighty three (83) Parliamentarians in the National Assembly of Benin. 
  
A communiqué issued on September 13th addressed a controversial situation following the decision of the 
Constitutional Court to overturn on September 8th certain provisions in an electoral reform law voted by 
Parliamentarians. In the communiqué, WANEP Benin and its partners appealed for calm and urged the law 
makers to consider revising the law in accordance with the constitution so as not to jeopardize the electoral 
reforms. 
 
Press Conference to Denounce Human Rights Violations in The Gambia  
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WANEP Benin participated in a press conference entitled Gambia Day of Action under the aegis of Amnesty 
International-Benin which was organised to denounced the persist and pervasive human rights violations in the 
Gambia.  The press conference was in honour of Chief Ebrima MANNEH, (the missing journalist), Edwin Nabolisa 
NWAKAEMA, (human rights activist arbitrarily arrested) and Femi PETERS (politician and victim of unfair trail). 
The press conference condemned in the strongest possible terms the political witch-hunting, injustices, human 
rights violations and crackdown on press freedom in the Gambia. 
 
 
 

WANEP BURKINA FASO 
Radio programme on Peace and Security 
WANEP-Burkina organised a radio programme under the financial support of the Government of Finland on the 
theme: ‘the prevention of agro-pastoralist conflicts in Burkina Faso’. The radio programme wase aired in the 
three major languages of the country (in French, Mooré and Fulfuldé) at the Burkina Faso Rural Radio with 
nationwide coverage.  
 
The panellists were selected from state institutions (e.g. Ministry of Animal Resources, Ministry of Agriculture 
etc.), NGOs, member organisations of WANEP-Burkina. 
 
 
 

WANEP CAPE VERDE: 
WANEP CAPE VERDE was finally established at a general assembly meeting held on 17th and 18th September 2010 
in Praia with financial support from USAID under the EWARDS. During these two day constitutive assembly, 
twenty-three (23) participants made up of 15 women and 8 men revised and adapted the constitution and by-
laws and elected the Executive Board of the General Assembly with M. Franscisco Souto Amado as president, the 
National Administrative Council with Mrs Lourença Tavares as president, and the Financial Control Council 
(internal audit) with Carla Bettencourt as president.  

 
Group picture WANEP CAPE VERDE                                                               Signing of WANEP Constitutive documents 

 
With the setting up of WANEP Cape Verde, the national networks of WANEP have now reached thirteen (13) in 
the fifteen (15) countries of West Africa. Preparation is underway for the opening up of WANEP-Mali in the 
coming months.  
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WANEP COTE D’IVOIRE 
Training of women in electoral observation 
In the framework of the project entitled ‘training and participation of hundred women in election observation in 
Cote d’Ivoire’, the WIPNET programme has trained forty six (46) women at Niakara from July 7th – 8th 2010. The 
women were selected from three places, Niakara, Korhogo and Bouake. 
 
The objective of the training is to reinforce the capacities of the women in the targeted localities on electoral 
matters so that they can effectively and actively take part in the electoral process as citizens. It sought to 
enhance their capacities on the electoral processes and the techniques of electoral observation in view of their 
participation as election observers in the forthcoming Presidential and Parliamentary elections.  
 
Civil Society Engagement for Democracy and Good Governance Project 
WANEP-CI established five monitoring committees for the promotion of democracy and good governance at 
District and Municipal Assemblies.  The committees hold monthly meetings to discuss issues and develop 
intervention strategies for the purposes of advocacy and sensitisation.   
 
The five monitoring committees on Democracy and Good Governance organized radio programme every month. 
From July to September 2010, a total of eight radio panel discussions were implemented by four committees.  
 
Last Declaration on the Ouagadougou Peace Accord 
WANEP-Cote d’Ivoire and the coalition partners involved in monitoring the implementation of the Ougadougou 
Peace Accord produced the 15th and final report on August 20th, 2010. Throughout the project life span these 
reports have always highlighted the achievements made, identified challenges and proffered recommendation in 
dealing with the political crisis in the country.   
 
Collaboration with the Independent Electoral Commission 
The Independent Electoral Commission continues to work closely with WANEP-CI and other CSOs for the success 
of the electoral process.  In August and September 2010, WANEP-CI joined a coalition to issue declarations 
congratulating the Electoral Commission and the technical partners for the completion of the final electoral list 
and further providing recommendations to the relevant institutions, political actors, the United Nations etc. to 
respect their commitments in ensuring the participation of civil society organizations in the ongoing activities of 
the electoral process.  
 
Assessment and Monitoring Missions  
WANEP-Cote d’Ivoire carried out assessment missions in places where the early warning project are 
implemented with funds from USAID Early Warning and Response Design Support (EWARDS) from September 
14th to 17th 2010.  The missions visited various prefectures in Biankouma, Man and Bangolo.  The objective was to 
present the project to the communities so as to establish local ownership for its sustainability and identify the 
committee members of the early warning response teams.   
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On Thursday, September 30th 2010, WANEP-CI organized a workshop and climaxed it with the launching of a 
monitoring mission of political and media activities during the electoral periods. This observatory group is 
composed of thirteen field monitors stationed in different localities in the interior of the country and in Abidjan 
(Anyama, Adzopé, Bondoukou, Bouaké, Daloa, Divo, Gagnoa, Korhogo, Man, San Pedro for the interior of the 
country and Adjamé, Abobo and Yopougon for Abidjan).  The observers will monitor the behaviour of political 
actors, the media and civil society for a period of six months covering the Presidential and Legislative elections.  
Monthly situation reports and incidents reports will be produced as outputs of the project.  
 
 
 

WANEP-THE GAMBIA 
Construction of a Livestock Drug Store in Jidda Village 
Under the Small Arms and Light Weapons project, WANEP-The Gambia constructed at Koina Ward a Livestock 
Drug Store in Jiddah Village, Upper River Region. The drug store was opened on July 31st 2010 at Jiddah Village. 
This newly installed livestock drug depot is expected to serve the entire community that covers the ward and 
surrounding villages including in Senegal as the ward shares border with Southern Senegalese Region of 
Casamance.  
 
The depot will be beneficial for the communities in terms of time and cost to travel to Basse which is 
approximately 42km away or Tamba Kunda in Senegal to purchase drugs for their sick animals. It further 
eliminates the risks of buying fake drugs at weekly markets.  
 
In addition to monthly supervision, monitoring and evaluation, WANEP-Gambia has provided three month 
support to the depot following its inauguration in June 2010. 
 
Women in Peacebuilding Programme 
WANEP-Gambia conducted twelve radio programmes at Brikama Community Radio-FMB.  In the weekly 
interactive radio programmes, issues discussed were: Gender and small Arms, Women’s Participation in Conflict 
Prevention and in Decision Making, National Women’s Policy and UNSCR 1325.  Many of the callers from business 
community of Brikama pledged to contribute in sponsoring the programme in order to sustain the gains made so 
far.   

 
Panelists and host in the studio 

 



 

16 

 

 
Entry into Force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CMC) 
After successful advocacy and lobbying activities, WANEP-The Gambia joined the international community to 
mark the entry into force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) on August 1st 2010. WANEP-Gambia as 
an active member of the Cluster Munitions Coalition (CMC) celebrated the day in Basse, in the Upper River 
Region in a form of drum beat, march past along the principal streets of Basse and a seminar calling on all 
governments including the Gambia, that are yet to ratified the Convention to do so as a sign of solidarity and 
commitment to peace and security in the world.  
 
The event gathered a cross-section of the community members, representatives of security chiefs in the region, 
local government authority personnel, representatives of regional governors and other government officials in 
the region. In attendance also were four different drumming groups, scout band, women groups, school children, 
community leaders, media personnel and WANEP officials.  
 
Youth and Peace Education  
For the fourth time this year, WANEP-Gambia has successfully celebrated the International Day of Peace in the 
Gambia despite lack of external support.  This time, instead of commemorating the day in the urban centres, the 
secretariat decided to celebrate it in Kerewan, the Regional Headquarter of North Bank Region of the Gambia 
which shares boarder with Northern Senegal - a region affected by cattle theft and burglary due to high 
commercial activities and its proximity to the border which provide easy escape for bandits.  The two day 
celebration included an hour radio talk show at Kerewan Community Radio centre on youth, peace and 
development and women’s role in peacebuilding in their communities.  
 
The highlight of the celebrations was the peace symposium where scholarly people of the region were invited to 
serve as panellists for the two programmes. In attendance were government officials, security officials, teachers, 
students, heads of NGO and community leaders. 
 
 

WANEP GHANA 
Peacebuilding Training for Two District Assemblies in Northern Region 
WANEP Ghana facilitated a peacebuilding and human security training for the Tamale Metropolis and Yendi 
Municipal with sponsorship from UNICEF. The training is part of the Human Security programme of the UN for 
Northern Ghana which was launched in 2009 by His Excellency, the Vice President of the Republic of Ghana in 
Tamale. It aims at reducing violence, the negative effects of violent conflicts, building local capacity among 
members of the assemblies for peace and drawing up strategies to ensure that peacebuilding and conflict 
prevention efforts are mainstreamed into the Medium Term development plans of four assemblies in the 
Northern, Upper East and Western regions. 
 
The programme also aims at consolidating past and existing efforts of peacebuilding and conflict prevention 
efforts by both civil society and state actors. The purpose of the two day training for each assembly was to allow 
for the communities within the districts to come up with their own strategies and interventions on peace 
building/conflict resolution and human security initiatives that would be mainstreamed into the medium term 
development plans of the District Assemblies. The participants undertook group discussions and developed 
Community Action Plan (CAP) for their communities.  
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GHANEP doing a presentation on behalf of UNICEF 

 
Intervention on the Sheriggu/Yikene land conflict 
GHANEP appointed a nine member committee to find solution to the Sherigu/Yikene land conflict in the Upper 
East region which witnessed a series of violence in March 2010 resulting in the destruction of property.  The 
committee identified key stakeholders to mediate in the conflict.  These included the Daporentindongo Tindana, 
Tindonsubligo Tindana, Tindonmolgo Tindana, Tindana of Sherigu, Yikine Naba, Sherigu-Naba and the Youth 
groups in the two communities. The committee met the various stakeholders individually to hear their side of the 
story and how best they think the conflict can be resolved.  
 
The process is on-going, and the committee is to come up with a budget for the peace brokerage of which 
GHANEP and the District Coordinating council will be presented. 
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GHANEP members speaking to community people of Sherigu 

 
Soccer for Peace in Banvim/Dohini 
In 2008, violence erupted at Bamvim-Dohini, in the Tamale Metropolis between two chieftaincy areas led by 
Yahaya Manguli and Haruna Abu. The violence has resulted in a tense atmosphere. WANEP-GHANA through its 
Ghana Alert Project (GAP) embarked on non-violent and peace sensitization activities in the community between 
October and December 2009. One of the response options was the need to ease the tension by increasing 
interaction among the youth. 
 
GHANEP organised a football match as recommended by the Dohini community members to promote the peace. 
The match was attended by the Regional Sports Council, Ghana Red Cross Society, Action Aid Ghana, and 
representatives of both community chiefs making the activity a huge success. 
 
Both feuding chiefs commended GHANEP for the initiative and their involvement in bringing peace. 
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GHANEP presenting balls to Bamvim 

 
Human Security Programme Data Collection 
Under the Human Security Programme, funded by the UNDP, GHANEP was able to collect data from four conflict 
communities within the Wa municipality; Nayiri, Fongo, Charia and Sopkayiri from 20th to 24th September 2010.  
A total of 240 questionnaires were administered, 60 in each community consisting of 15 male youth, 15 male 
adults, 15 female youth and 15 female adults. The questionnaire covered areas on agriculture, socio economic 
activities, food security and nutrition and conflicts and peacebuilding.  
 
The research component of the programme is handled by GHANEP, UDS and University of Ghana.   

 
A GHANEP enumerator taking information from a mother and her child. 

 
 



 

20 

 

 
National Security Brief 
Under the GHANEP Early Warning System, GHANAWARN, a quarterly security brief for July to September was 
done to mark the International Day of Peace. The brief dwelt on the fact that several violent acts including 
physical assaults were perpetrated by the youth in various quarters of the country including Accra and especially 
in the three Northern Regions (Upper East, Upper West and Northern Region) and in the Ashanti region.  
 
Most of these acts were politically motivated.  The system recorded increasing cases of armed robbery including 
highway robberies in certain areas including Accra, Sunyani, Agona-Swedru and Nkwanta.  The brief similarly 
hinted on high numbers of highway road accidents resulting in massive loss of lives.  It emphasized that the 
increasing trends in youth violence, armed robbery and road accidents pose a security threat nationwide and 
therefore require a collective and holistic approach to address them.  It provided some recommendations to the 
appropriate enforcement agencies to deal with the security threats.  The brief was distributed to media houses in 
Tamale.          
         
Publication of Ghana Peace Watch 
The Ghana Peace Watch is a bi-annual publication of WANEP-Ghana and an output of the Ghana Alert project.   It 
captures stories on some of the activities that have been undertaken by GHANEP.  The current issue of 500 
copies includes about 13 stories.  The current publication has been distributed to all network members, partners 
and stakeholders. 
 
Holding Emergency Executive Committee Meeting 
WANEP Ghana (GHANEP) held a one day emergency executive committee meeting on 30th July to discuss urgent 
issues facing the network.  Present at the meeting were the Chairman of the committee and the Vice Chairman.  
Other committee members were present with staff of GHANEP and the funds recovery committee members. 

 
EC members attending the meeting 
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Among the issues that were discussed were the Annual General Meeting Action Points, Annual Audit Report, 
Financial Manual, Ghana Alert Project Consolidation Phase, Women in Peacebuilding Network Meeting and the 
Constitution of GHANEP.        

WANEP-LIBERIA 
Skills and Income Generating Training for Low Income Women  
In post war Liberia, women suffer food insecurity that comes from lack of adequate means of livelihood and in 
some cases legal prohibition on owning land or other discriminatory practices. In a bid to empower low income 
women and ensure that they contribute meaningfully in the management of their homes and communities, 
WANEP-Liberia through the regional office implemented a pilot project for eleven Liberian women selected from 
rural communities to attend skills development training in Ghana at the Kokrobitey Institute. The training ran 
from July 8th- August 3th 2010 focusing on building proficiency in practical hands-on skills, and the personal 
development of each woman to be confident in her ability and creativity.  
 
The Workshop/skills training modules included basket weaving, glass beads/recycled jewelry/solar oven 
construction and Kente Weaving with a demo in flower arrangement/plant horticulture.  

 
Basket weaving 

 
 

WANEP NIGERIA 
Conflict Prevention Programme 
The Early Warning department of WANEP-Nigeria commenced 
the production and publication of a monthly Early Warning 
Bulletin. The bulletin provides analysis of proximate conditions 
and risk factors of humanitarian crisis, generated from the data 
on WANEP-Nigeria online Early Warning system covering all the 
states of Nigeria. The Bulletin is was circulated to relevant 
government agencies and non-State actors working on issues of 
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conflict and humanitarian crisis towards early response to nature or human induced crisis in Nigeria.  
 
Production of HERD Newsletter Emergency Response:  
The theme of the quarterly newsletter for the period focused on “Building Local Communities Resilience to 
Disasters”. 
 
Presentation of West Africa Conflict Assessment on Jos, Plateau state 
The department of conflict prevention on behalf of WANEP organized the presentation of the EWARDS supported 
WACA Aassessment on Jos in collaboration with the Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPCR) in Abuja. 
The Senior Program Officer was one of the Discussants of the assessment report. 
 
The desk participated in a Networking/Strategic meeting on Strengthening Local structure of conflict 
management in Nigeria organized by Heinrich Böll Foundation Nigeria. Also, the Senior Program officer 
participated in the ECOWAS Emergency Response Team EERT training on Early Warning, Contingency Planning 
and Emergency Response involving Refugees and IDPs in Abuja. 
 
Seminar on Practices and Responses to HIV/AIDS in the Workplace   
The special projects department organized a seminar on HIV/AIDS in the workplace for civil society organizations 
and the public/private sector on July 8th-9th 2010. Held in Lagos at the Etal Hotel, it provided a platform for 
interactive discussions on best practices in the workplace as well as opportunities for improvement.  

 
Group photo of participants 

 
Production of “Voice of Peace” Magazine for the Peace Education Programme 
Under its Peace Education programme running in thirty (30) selected primary and post-primary institutions in 
Rivers and Delta States, WANEP-Nigeria committed to the production and publication of the Voice of Peace 
Magazine. This is part of its Information Education and Communication project to create more awareness of the 
Peace Education Programme in and beyond the benefitting schools. It provided a forum for each schools’ 
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participation reflecting their thoughts and ideas through entertainment like poems, jokes, essays, articles, etc 
and as well as an opportunity to capture the profile of members of the Peace/Peer Mediation Clubs. 
 
Field Survey on the Impact of Violence on Women 
The field assessment on the impact of violence on women began at the end of last quarter and continued in 
Benue, Bornu, Ebonyi and Delta States to generate data on women groups that have been directly and indirectly 
affected by conflict in their communities. 
 
Inter Ministerial Committee Meeting- August 2010 
As a follow up to the activities in relation to the commemoration of the UNSCR 1325, the Programme Manager of 
WIPNET attended the Inter ministerial Task Force Committee meeting by the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs 
and Social Development Nigeria to explore options of Nigeria’s position in the implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1325. At the meeting, the WIPNET Programme Manager was engaged by the Ministry 
to write the Nigeria country report which will be presented by the Ministry at the conference to mark the ten 
year anniversary of the resolution scheduled to hold at New York in October 2010. The draft report has since 
been completed and forwarded to the Ministry.    
 
Validation and Development of IEC Meeting 
WANEP Nigeria through the WIPNET Programme held a validation meeting on the report of the field assessment 
carried out to measure the impact of armed conflict on women in Nigeria. The meeting had in attendance 
members of the Steering committee on UNSCR 1325 formed earlier by WIPNET and the consultants that were 
assigned to carry out the survey. The reports were critiqued and appraised while suggestions and 
recommendations were given on a standardized format for incorporation into the report by the consultants. The 
meeting also provided the opportunity to deliberate on the guidelines for the development of IECs to promote 
the domestication of the Resolution in Nigeria.  

 
Group photo 

 
Publication of Annual Journal 
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Articles for the Women in Peacebuilding Journal were compiled during the quarter from network members 
across the country.  The broad theme for this year’s journal is” UNSCR 1325 and mainstreaming gender in 
Peacebuilding”. Consequently all articles are centred on UNSCR 1325 as part of the Network’s contribution to 
raise awareness of the landmark resolution in Nigeria. 
 
Women in Peace Mediation Meeting- Ethiopia 
WANEP-Nigeria attended a meeting on women in peace mediation meeting at Addis Ababba, Ethiopia  organized 
by the Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) on ways of enhancing women’s participation in peace mediations. The 
meeting brought together very small group of experts/practitioners that have been involved in or have observed 
several peace processes and have handled the difficult task of making peace processes inclusive.  The Program 
Manager made a presentation on Women in Peace Mediation: The West Africa Region/ECOWAS experiences at 
the meeting. The overall purpose was to discuss on how to substantively improve the participation and 
contribution of women in peace processes on the continent. 
 
 

WANEP TOGO 
Workshop to present and validate evaluation report 
In the framework of the project financed by Bread for the World (PPLM) which came to an end in June 2010, 
WANEP-Togo received an extension agreement of the said project for five months.  Under the extension phase, a 
workshop was organized on July 13th 2010 at Kpalimé to present the evaluation report highlighting the challenges 
and impacts of the project. 
 
 
Sensitization Campaign 
From the 11th to 25th of August 2010, WANEP-Togo organized sensibilisation meetings in seventeen (17) districts 
of Bocco and Zio prefectures on the Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission. The activity informed the 
populace about the mission of the Commission and answered concerns that have been raised over its 
establishment. In all, a total of one thousand nine hundred and thirty (1,930) people participated in the 
campaigns with an average of one hundred and seven (107) people attending per session.   
 
Civic Education Project 
WANEP- Togo was financed by the European Union in June 2010 for 12 months on the project ‘Citizenship 
Education for youth in the Maritime region’. As a result, three major activities were realized in the framework of 
this project, during the quarter under review.  Firstly, the project’s coordination team at WANEP-Togo attended a 
meeting on 31st August to support the reform of Justice and promote human rights.  Secondly, a workshop on 
access to justice was organized at Tsévié on the 8th to 11th September 2010 tailored for teachers of French 
language, history and geography in 18 targeted high schools. Finally, an official launch of the project was 
organized on September 21st 2010 to inform the population through the media about the project and its 
potential benefit for the beneficiaries. 
 
Celebration of the International Day of Peace 
In the framework of the International Day of Peace, WANEP-Togo in collaboration with Danica GOELLER and 
mobile communication, Togo cell initiated "SMS action" as early warning and conflict prevention strategy. The 
programme led to the sending of peace messages to one thousand four hundred and eight seven (1487) Togo cell 
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subscribers.  WANEP-TOGO also sent peace messages through the internet to thousands of people while urging 
them to use active non violence as a way of life.   
 
The partners designed a banner in collaboration with UNREC and PAX AFRICA to enhance visibility of the 
International Day of Peace which was exposed at a strategic vantage place in the city of Lomé for a period of one 
month.  
 
Radio Programs for Conflict Prevention 
With the financial support from the Government of Finland through WANEP Regional, WANEP-Togo organized a 
radio programme in August at radio rurale 3.  Listeners were sensitized on the prevention and management of 
conflicts.   
 
 
Training workshop on Administrative and Financial Management 
The accountant of WANEP-TOGO took part in a training workshop on administrative and financial management 
from 26th to 30th July, 2010 organized by the National Consultation of Civil Society (CNSC), a network in which 
WANEP-TOGO is a member.  This training served as an avenue for the participants to improve their capacities in 
terms of financial and administrative management.   
 
Training Workshop on Respect of Democratic Norms and Principles 
WANEP-TOGO participated in a workshop organized by the Ministry of human Rights, Democratic Reinforcement 
and Civic Training on July 20th - 30th in Lomé.  Conscious of the insufficiency of citizen’s education regarding 
tolerance, respect for human dignity and basic liberties, the ministry organized this two-day workshop on "the 
mechanisms for the management and prevention of conflicts in post electoral period” with the financial support 
of the European Union.  The objective of the workshop was to reinforce the technical capacities of 135 public 
officials, local government authorities and civil society organizations on democratic principles and conflict 
prevention in post electoral periods.   
 
Opening Ceremony of the Second Edition of the Week of the Girl Child  
Following the invitation of the Reflection and Action Group of Woman, Democracy and Development (GF2D), 
WANEP-TOGO participated in the launching ceremony of the "2010 edition: week of the girl" held in Lomé, on 
August 18th, 2010.  Under the theme, "together girls and boys for the promotion of women’s rights of”, it has as 
its objective to improve the knowledge of girls and boys on the rights of the woman and enhance their conscience 
on culture and excellence. The activity aims to reinforce the capacities of students (girls and boys) in the 
promotion of woman’s rights and leadership.   
 
Commemoration of the African Woman Day 
In the frame work of the commemoration of the African Woman Day, WILDAF-Togo and the coalition of women 
for good governance organized a march past and gathered at the CESAL centre, in Lomé on August 19th, 2010. 
WANEP –Togo in its relations and collaboration with the organizers participated actively in this meeting under 
the theme: advocacy for the improvement of maternal health. 
 
Participation in a round table 
On 24th of August 2010, a round table organized by the Collective Associations Against Impunity (CACIT) was held 
at the conference room of the Ministry of Environment on the theme:  "Action for justice in a context of 
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transitional justice: domains and approaches for solution" and "appeasement of victims after a violent conflict”. 
A total number of forty (40) of participants attended the forum including general legal practitioners, human 
rights teachers, journalists, Parliamentarians, Human Rights organization and WANEP-Togo.   
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GENERAL MILESTONES 
 

 The birth of WANEP Cape Verde in September 2010 makes WANEP local presence count thirteen (13) out 
of the fifteen (15) ECOWAS countries in West Country. In view of WANEP’s principles of building local 
ownership in peacebuilding process, significant steps were made in this quarter too for the establishment 
of WANEP-Mali in the last quarter of 2010. 

 The long standing transition process in Cote d’Ivoire made considerable progress in this quarter as the 
elongated and seemingly indefinite election period was apprised with a specific date for the Presidential 
Elections. Considering the consistent engagements and contributions of WANEP to ensure the process is 
peaceful and fair, we recognize the fixing of the 31st October for the first round of the elections as a 
positive move to end the political crisis in the country and WANEP-Cote d’Ivoire underscored this in a 
communiqué issued out in September 2010. 

 Following the impasse in the run-off of the Guinean elections, the restructuring that has been announced 
within the electoral commission and the announcing (on October 5th) of the 24th of October as the 
election date resonates well with concrete recommendations in the Press Release WANEP published on 
September 29th 2010 and distributed to all key stakeholders including decision makers dealing with the 
transition process in Guinea. (visit: www.wanep.org for details of the press release) 

 The achievement recorded in the quarter in the framework of national early warning systems in Ghana, 
Nigeria, Benin underpins the future of peacebuilding by directly involving community members as has 
been advocated by WANEP. WANEP issued national security alerts and served as resource and reference 
organization in peace and security matters in West Africa. For e.g. As a result of the regular security briefs 
and the publication of the Peace Watch , WANEP-GHANA is gradually carving a niche for itself among the 
public as far as security issues are concerned. The network is regularly consulted by other bodies to make 
statement on issues of human security in Ghana. 

 
 

http://www.wanep.org/

