
 

 

The 6th Regional Conference of WIPNET Appraised 10 Years of 
National Actions and Experiencesof the Domestication of Resolution 
1325 in West Africa 

With the support of John 

D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation, 51 

participants representing 

Civil Society and 

Government of the 15 

ECOWAS countries, the 

Offices of UNIFEM, the 

Africa Union, the Gender 

Unit of the UN 

peacekeeping mission 

(UNOCI) in Cote d’Ivoire, 

the National Secretariat of 

Solidarity and War Victims converged in Grand Bassam, Cote d’Ivoire on 20th and 21st July 

2010 under the auspices of the 6th regional conference of the Women in Peacebuilding 

Network (WIPNET) of WANEP on the theme: ‘10 years of Domesticating UNSCR 1325 and 

Women Participation in Peace Processes –An Appraisal of National Efforts in West Africa’. 

Madam Soukoule Kadidjatou Kone, the representative of the Minister of Family, Women 

and Social Affairs of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire opened the conference. The country 

director of UNIFEM country office in Cote d’Ivoire, Ms. Fadimata Maiga acknowledged, in 

her opening remarks, the tremendous efforts being made by women organisations, 

governments and UN agencies in the domestication of UN Resolution 1325 as well as the 

promotion of the welfare and security of women. The conference applauded the newly 

created agency of the 

United Nations called UN 

Women coming into 

operation January 2011, 

which will be solely 

dedicated to women 

affairs. 

Representing the Ministry 

of Social Welfare, Gender 

& Children’s Affairs of 

Sierra Leone, the Deputy 

Minister, Madame 

Rosaline Sankoh, 

expressed her government’s commitment to the implementation of the National Action 



 

 

Plan of UNSCR 1325. In the same vein, the representative of the Federal Ministry of Women 

Affairs and Social Development of Nigeria, Ms. Georgette A. Azuogu, Deputy Director and 

the head of the Nigerian delegation, delivered a goodwill message on behalf of the minister 

to acknowledge the challenges faced to improve the lives of women and recognise the 

contributions of women organisations. She commended the WIPNET programme of WANEP-

Nigeria for its leadership role in the mobilisation of women groups in Nigeria.  

The conference provided the forum for women organisations and government agencies to 

share their report on the progress made and challenges encountered regarding the 

domestication of UNSC Resolution 1325 at national level. Reports were presented from each 

member country. The report presentation gave participants the opportunity to appreciate 

the efforts and initiatives of some member countries as well as the disparity in the level of 

progress across 

member states. The 

conference learned that 

it was still only three 

countries in West Africa 

- Liberia, Sierra Leone 

and Cote d’Ivoire – that 

had established 

national action plan to 

domesticate UNSC 

Resolution 1325. 

Following the country 

report presentations, 

participants went into group work to propose concrete action plans and actionable 

recommendations. At the end of the group consultations, participants presented in the final 

communiqué of the conference specific recommendations aimed at specific constituents.  

To the United Nations 

1. Allocate resources for the implementation of the United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1325 

2. Serve as a model in the effective implementation of resolution 1325 (appointment of 
women to leadership positions at the UN) 

3. Translate the Resolution 1325 in pictorial form and in different local languages. 
 

To ECOWAS 

1. Develop a framework in favor of women in West Africa to support the 
implementation of UNSCR 1325 and to provide monitoring and evaluation oversight 

2. Support and fund national actions for the effective implementation of UNSCR 1325 
3. Establish an ECOWAS Women's Day  

 

 



 

 

To Government 

1. Raise public awareness about UNSCR  1325 to create ownership at national level  
2. Clearly define indicators for monitoring and evaluation of the impacts of the National 

Action Plan (NAP) in relation to women, peace and security 
3. Allocate resources for the implementation of  the UNSCR 1325  
4. Take legal measures required for the effective implementation of UNSCR 1325. 
 

To Civil Society Organisations 

1. Strengthen the commitment of members by consistently mobilizing resources  
2. Encourage organizations to  actively  participate at grassroots and policy levels for 

the effective implementation of the resolution 1325 
3. Encourage networking among organizations for the effective implementation of the  

resolution 1325 
 

The conference ended with a vote of thanks by the chairperson of the Governing Board of 

WANEP, Mr. Michel Mian, expressing his appreciation to all participants for a successful 

conference and MacArthur Foundation for their financial support.  


