COMMITMENTS AND STATEMENTS OF THE STAKEHOLDERS
ROUND TABLE CONSULTATIONS IN THE SEARCH FOR LASTING
PEACE IN BAWKU
We, community leaders from Bawku in our individual capacities and working collectively on behalf of our
various communities, with the support of the Upper East caucus of Members of Parliament, the Northern
Development Forum [NDF] and the National Peace Council [NPC], having committed ourselves through the
first and second round table consultations from 12 th to 14th March 2010 and 7th to 9th May 2010 respectively in
the search for lasting peace in Bawku and having sustained a spirit of a mutual search for peace within our
communities under the auspices of civil society facilitation led by the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding
[WANEP] and supported by the UNDP, IBIS-West Africa and the Government of Finland;
Recalling the violence and consequence of pain, division and mutual suspicion inflicted upon ourselves for
more than two years since the last outbreak of violence in Bawku on 31st December 2007 and fully aware that
all the initiatives we undertook in the past including the Damongo dialogue in 2001 following an outbreak of
violence in 2000 and 2001 did not bring the desired peace to our communities;
Moved by the urgent need to bring peace to our communities in order to re-establish economic activities to
eradicate poverty and build a future of prosperity for our children and our future generations in Bawku;
Committed to promoting mutual respect amongst ourselves and our neighbours and in so doing respecting the
rule of law and all the laws of the Republic of Ghana;
Determined to foster mutual trust and confidence amongst ourselves that was destroyed by the violent
conflicts in Bawku;
Determined that through our common efforts and commitments to establish sustainable peace and reconcile
our people; do pledge forthwith, to settle all past, present and future differences, disagreements and conflicts
by peaceful means through dialogue; and to refrain from any activity that might undermine our collective
efforts in the search for peace;
Reaffirming our conviction that we have worked together and collaborated to build peace in our communities
and that we shall persevere to sustain peacebuilding, reconciliation and development in our communities;
HEREBY COMMITT OURSELVES AS FOLLOWS:
1. ON ENDING VIOLENCE AND IMPUNITY IN BAWKU
i) That forthwith and with immediate effect, violence in Bawku must cease. We condemn all acts of
violence and impunity in Bawku. We commit ourselves to cooperate with the security agencies to
identify people who commit crimes by their names, apprehend and speedily prosecute them.
ii) We have committed ourselves to engage in trust building activities with a high sense of sincerity and
honesty to restore confidence amongst the people of Bawku for a full resumption of free movement of
people for commercial and farming activities in Bawku. In this regard, we shall work for all to have
access to socio- economic activities including farmlands, markets as well as stalls.
iii) We appeal to persons of influence to refrain from instigating and interfering with the process of
apprehending and prosecuting those who commit crimes in Bawku, regardless of their ethnic or
political affiliation. In this regard, we also appeal to the security agencies to be fair, firm and
professional in the performance of their duties.
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2. ON THE INTER-ETHNIC PEACE COMMITTEE IN BAWKU
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

The Mamprusis in Bawku have agreed to return to the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee (IEPC) to
enhance the collective efforts in search of peace. We appreciate and applaud the decision.
The Upper East Caucus of Members of Parliament has affirmed their commitment to support the
search for peace in Bawku. They have accordingly pledged to contribute 10,000.00 Ghana Cedis in
support of the work of the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee.
We commit ourselves to use the forum of the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee and the National Peace
Council to dialogue and address issues pertaining to peace in Bawku.
We appeal to Government and other stakeholders to support the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee to
function efficiently.
The Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee shall refer to the National Peace Council as well as Municipal
Security Council and the Regional Security Council on matters of peace and security in Bawku

3. ON PACIFICATION, PRAYERS AND RECONCILIATION
i)

We have resolved to set aside a specific Day for Prayer for all religions in Bawku (Christians, Muslims
and Traditionalists). This Day of Prayer shall be determined through consultation of relevant
stakeholders on the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee. This is to reinforce our commitment to peace,
restore confidence for a return to commercial and farming activities as well as access to other
services such as education, health and banking.

4. ON CHIEFTAINCY AS A CORE ISSUE UNDERLYING THE CONFLICT
i)

That on the underlying issue of Chieftaincy, we agree that at all times, we shall refer and adhere to
the appropriate institutions for redress and settlement.

ii)

With reference to the meeting of Bawkunaba and his elders on the one hand and Mr. Kalifa Bugri and
Mamprusi elders on the other with the President of the Republic of Ghana, at Bolgatanga in May 2009
and the subsequent submission of key documents by both sides in relation to the Bawku chieftaincy,
we request the Government to apprise the two parties of their submissions.

5. ON FUNDING AND SUSTAINING THE SEARCH FOR PEACE
i) We request central Government to fund the search for peace in Bawku by supporting amongst others
the Inter- Ethnic Peace Committee and other relevant peace initiatives.
ii) We request all community stakeholders in their efforts to find lasting peace to ensure harmonisation
and collaboration of their programmes in the Bawku Traditional area (Garu Tempane, Bawku West
and Bawku Municipality)
iii) The three assemblies in the Bawku Traditional Area should continue their efforts in supporting the
peace process.
6. Acknowledgement
i) The people of Bawku acknowledge with much appreciation the role of government and particularly the
security agencies in maintaining the peace in Bawku notwithstanding the challenges
ii)
The people of Bawku continue to appreciate the support of development partners in the search for
durable peace and urge their continuous effort in this regard.
These commitments have been firmly entered into at the end of the second consultation in the search for
lasting peace in Bawku on 9th May 2010 in Kumasi.
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