
WANEP CONCLUDED ITS THIRD NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING FROM 1ST TO 2ND JUNE TO PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND 

CREDIBLE DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION IN GUINEA  
 
In the lead-up to the Guinean Presidential elections scheduled for 27th June 2010, the Third 
National Consultative Meeting, under the theme “Peaceful and Credible Democratic 
Transition”, was held on 1st and 2nd June 2010 at the Novotel Hotel in Conakry, Guinea. The 
consultative meeting was organised by WANEP with financial support from the Government of 
Norway within the framework of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflicts 
(GPPAC). The meeting attracted 53 participants drawn from the Office of the Prime Minister, 
the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), the Ministry of Defence, MATAP, the 
National Council for Transition (CNT), the Special Representative of ECOWAS, the National 
Workers Union (CNTG-USTG), the National Council for Communication responsible for capacity 
building of the media, local authorities, the National Umbrella of Civil Society Organisations 
(CNOSCG) and other non-governmental organisations.  
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The purpose of the meeting was to gauge the state of preparedness for the Presidential 
elections which is less than a month to go and to consult with key stakeholders from the 
government and civil society on resources to pool together in ensuring that the elections are 
peaceful, credible, transparent and representing the choice of the Guinean people.  
 
Generally, the participants were satisfied with the level of progress and preparedness by CENI 
which is the body responsible for organising the elections with the technical assistance and 



support of MATAP (a government agency), and the CNT comprising of 55 members divided into 
9 commissions to serve as an oversight body for the political transition to democratic 
governance. MATAP reported that over 75% of eligible Guinean voters have been registered. 
This will be the first time that Guineans will be voting using a single ballot paper with 24 
candidates to choose from. Participants, especially from civil society organisations, raised 
concerns about the inadequate public voter and civic education conducted by the government 
agencies to sensitise the largely illiterate Guinean voters on how to use the single ballot paper. 
Participants were concerned that they might be a large number of spoiled ballots if intensive 
voter and civic education is not conducted now up to the Election Day.  
 
Another concern was the delay in the printing of voter cards. It was acknowledged that though 
the printing of the voter cards was behind schedule, all efforts would be made to ensure that 
on 12th June the last voter card would have been distributed in the Kaloum district of Conakry. 
The participants considered the possibility of meeting this deadline as impracticable given the 
serious challenge to criss-cross the length and breadth of the country in ten days. 
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With respect to ensuring security during the campaign process, Election Day and post-election, 
the representative of the Ministry of Defence, Lt. Col. Bandeh presented the modalities put in 
place to guarantee security. It was explained that a security unit called FOSSPEL has been 
created purposely to ensure security throughout the electoral process. About 10,000 security 
personnel had been identified to form this security unit. Participants registered their 
appreciation for the relative improvement of security in many of the suburban areas. 
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The ECOWAS Special Representative, Mr. Edward A. Aina briefed the meeting about the 
sustained engagement of ECOWAS to ensure peace and stability in Guinea. His office was 
created in 2007, in the wake of the widespread strikes across the country that resulted in the 
loss of lives and properties, to promote peace, stability and democratic governance. He noted 
the contribution of ECOWAS in May 2008 at the tune of $500,000 (five hundred thousand US 
dollars) to the Independent National Electoral Commission for the organisation of the 
Presidential Elections. 
 
As an outcome of the consultative meeting, the participants, especially Guinean civil society 
organisations, agreed on indicators to monitor the electoral process right through the post-
election period to prevent or mitigate any election-related violence or conflict that would have 
the potential of derailing the democratic transition. The participants further identified key 
resources and structures to utilize for the purposes of intervening in any issues of concerns that 
may degenerate into violence.  
 
A communiqué was issued emphasising the resolve of civil society organisations in Guinea in 
partnership with WANEP and GPPAC to ensure that the democratic transition is violent-free and 
credible. 
 
WANEP Regional Secretariat, under the auspices of ECOWAS Election Observation Mission, will 
be observing the election, while WANEP-Guinea will be working with strategic partners on the 
ground to promote peaceful elections. 
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It was generally acknowledged during the meeting that a peaceful and stable Guinea is very 
crucial for the continued peace and stability of its neighbouring countries, namely: Cote 
d’Ivoire, Liberia, Mali, Guinea Bissau and Sierra Leone. 
 


