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Editorial Commentar y

S ince the adoption of the OAU Refugee
Convention in September 1969 by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the coming into force
of the convention on 20 June 1974, refugee population
and problem on the continent have never been as
critically profound during any period than in the last
decade or more. This is particularly so in the volatile
West African sub-region, where almost everywhere,
the word REFUGEE has become a household term.
It has apparently assumed different meanings
amongst different peoples across West Africa. Some
of the despicable tags include criminal, beggar,
vagabond, prostitutes, etc. It is sad that refugees
are mistreated in ways that dehumanize them.
       This raises question about the commitments
of African States and Governments to the
international and regional conventions and protocols
concerning refugee protection. Africa, the world’s
most impoverished continent, continues to suffer
intractable and violent conflicts causing streams of
refugees. In West Africa, the stock is replete with
over half a million refugees. Yet more and more
monies are being spent on arms and ammunitions.
What is frustrating is the lack of political will and
requisite action to deal with the root causes to the
mass migration of war affected people. The refugee
scourge is the by-product of bad governance, civil
strife, persecution, ethnic, communal and political
violence, etc.
     Where then is the commitment to the African
refugee instrument, which was developed because
the UN 1951 Convention, along with its 1967 Protocol
was said to be pro-Western or European; and
therefore an African context was mandated by the
OAU. The African Refugee Convention extended the
scope and definition of refugee, to include: those
who flee their country because of external aggression,
occupation, foreign domination or events seriously
altering public order, in addition to well-founded fear
of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group or political
opinions as defined by the 1951 UN Convention.
        Ironically, at the close of the last century, Africa
accounted for more than 3.3 million of the world
refugee population of 14.5 million. By June 2002,
the figure increased to 4, 173,500. If immediate and
practical measures are not put in place, West Africa
already saddled by worsening conflicts could see

alarming refugee crisis in the next quadrennium.
Nearly 280,000 Liberians are refugees, while 65,000
refugees from other West African countries remained
in Liberia at the end of last year. In Sierra Leone,
more than 130,000 persons walloped into exile as
refugees, while more than 60,000 refugees from other
countries fled to Sierra Leone to seek refuge. About
25,000 Ivoriens are refugees, while about 50,000
refugees stayed in Cote d’Ivoire up to the end of 2002.
Nearly 30,000 Nigerians were refugees and asylum
seekers, whilst their country hosted 7000 refugees
from other places. Senegalese refugees almost
reached 10,000 at the end of 2002, while 45,000
refugees from other countries sought refuge in
Senegal. Approximately 5000 Togolese refugees and
asylum seekers remained outside the country at the
end of 2002. Some 4000 Malians lived in refugee-
liked conditions in Mauritania, when Mali hosted 4000
refugees. Ghana hosts more than 40,000 persons
are refugees, while about 10,000 Ghanaians
remained in Togo as refugees. Guinea, Gambia and
Guinea-Bissau without producing known refugees,
hosted 180,000 10,000 and 7000 refugees,
respectively.
      Interestingly, the factors that compelled mass
exodus of people from their homes in West Africa
are domestically manufactured. In some case, the
collaboration of unscrupulous leaders are
underpinning factors. This is why we hail the initiative
of the UN Special Court on Sierra Leone (War Crime
Tribunal). ECOWAS and West African leaders must
support this initiative of JUSTICE. The perpetrators
of regional instability and the mercenary enterprise
in West Africa must face the law. This is a disincentive
to, and safeguard against military dictatorship and
armed expansionism.
      WANEP notes with displeasure, the fact that
while almost every country in the sub-region has
contributed to the refugee scourge, refugee
protection  remains a major problem in West Africa.
We therefore call for renewed focus on refugees, and
the political and social anomalies that send people
fleeing across borders. Meanwhile, refugees must
be treated humanely, and not precluded from the
typical African hospitality and generosity. Above all,
they must be protected and offered opportunities to
regain their human dignity, value and worth.
Remember, Refuge right is human right.
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LIBERIA
     The year 1989 enveloped with
the start of a bloody civil war in
Liberia. Hundreds of thousands
innocent civilians fled the anarchy
and genocide into other West
African countries. Even after the
July 1997 elections, which brought
rebel leader Charles Taylor to the
Liberian presidency;
secret kill ings,
m y s t e r i o u s
disappearances of
people, arbitrary
arrests, summary
executions, official
banditry, and the reign
of terror forced many
out of Liberia.
    The spillover of the
Liberian crisis into
Sierra Leone and
Taylor’s support to the
rebel Revolutionary
United Front (RUF),
made Liberian refugees
unfortunate victims of
suspicion and rejection
in the sub-region. That
Liberians were
accused of fighting for government
and rebel forces in the Cote d’Ivoire
crisis, made matter worse –
created more fear and hatred.
Liberian refugees were therefore
perceived as national security risk
in countries of asylum. Ghana
specifically moved over 800 armed
military, police and immigration
personnel, and a military
helicopter to the Buduburam
Refugee Camp in an early dawn
operation in February this year. All
male residents of the camp (15
and above) were ordered to the
main football field. There they were

kept under the scorching tropical
sun for hours.
     The action followed wide
spread media reports alleging that
a training base for ex-combatants
existed at the camp. In its official
reaction, the UNHCR which was
not given prior information on the
government action lauded the

refugees for not possessing items
which would have given credence
to the suspicion and jeopardize
their stay in Ghana.
     Most Liberian refugees, who
were forced to run, again from
conflicts in Sierra Leone, Guinea
and Cote d’Ivoire sought refuge in
Ghana, which hosts more than
40,000 Liberian refugees. The
camp, located 25 miles (40km)
from the Ghanaian capital Accra,
was established in 1990 to
accommodate thousands fleeing
persecution and genocide in
Liberia. For 13 years running, the

camp remains the single-largest
refugee settlement in West Africa.
Yet the issues of refugee identity
and status have hung in the
balance. This has complicated
refugee.
    After 11 years at the Buduburam
camp, UNHCR in 2001 assisted
the government of Ghana to

conduct individual
interviews of occupants of
the camp. The purpose
was to assess claims to
refugee status. Then, the
population was said to be
15,000. Unfortunately,
the screening exercise
did not cover more than
half of the camp. This
was attributed to logistical
limitation. Yet the
Ghanaian authority
claimed only 4000 were
recognized as refugees.
Although in June, the
UNHCR started a
registration exercise, the
fate of several thousands
remains unknown.
     In general, an

estimated 280,000 Liberians were
refugees at the end of last year.
About 110,000 resided in guinea,
up to 60,000 in Sierra Leone,
nearly 50,000 in Cote d’Ivoire,
35,000 or more in Ghana, and
about 2000 spread in various
countries. With renewed hostilities
between Government and the two
rebel forces, LURD and MODEL
the possibility for increase is very
likely.
     Conversely, Liberia has been
home to refugees from other parts
of West Africa. Approximately
65,000 refugees lived the country

The States in West Africa are beleaguered by violent conflicts and wars, which produce huge
refugee flow. The dislocation of people and the stampede for safety in foreign countries seem
recurrent. Strangely enough, war and persecution surpass natural disaster in effectively uprooting
West Africans. The review of the refugee situation in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Cote d’Ivoire is
therefore essential, in order to draw world attention to the magnitude of the crises in West Africa.

REFUGEE CRISES IN WEST AFRICA
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at the end of 2002. Forty thousand
refugees from Sierra Leone, about
20,000 from Cote d’Ivoire and an
estimated 5000 from other West
African countries braved the
tension in Liberia.

SIERRA LEONE
    The Sierra Leone war, which
resulted to the overthrow of the
democratically elected regime of
President Tejan Kabbah and the
flight of civilians, was blamed on
the spill-over of the Liberian crisis;
particularly Charles Taylor’s illicit
arms and diamond deal and
support to the RUF. Thousand of
Sierra Leonean who escaped the
carnage and wanton destruction
fled to other West African
countries – Guinea, Ghana,
Gambia, Nigeria and even Liberia.
      At the end of last year, more
than 130,000 Sierra Leonean were
outside the country as refugees.
About 70,000 of them lived in
Guinea, an estimated 40,000 in
Liberia, about 5000 in Gambia and
Ghana, respectively; while Nigeria
hosted 2000.
  With sub-regional and
international intervention,
specifically from ECOWAS and
Great Britain, the country
experiences relative political
stability. The first-ever war crime
tribunal has been set up in the
country. The Court officially
indicted the Liberian President

Charles Taylor on June 4; and
issued his arrest warrant to the
Government of Ghana while he was
attending formal opening
ceremony of the Accra Peace Talk
on Liberia. The Government of
President John Kufuor, who
currently holds the ECOWAS
chairmanship, permitted the
President Taylor to leave Accra.
Taylor’s Sierra Leonean
counterpart, Foday Sankoh
(imprisoned), along with Sam
Bokarie (alias Gen. Mosquito) and
Johnny Paul Koroma (former junta
leader) was previously indicted.
      Prior to his indictment, Taylor
was requested to hand Bokarie and
Kromah over to the court in Sierra
Leone. Taylor reluctantly agreed to
hand over his associate; not to the
court, but to the Government of
Sierra Leone.  Later, Taylor
reportedly killed both Bokarie and
Koroma in Liberia. Pundits believe
the killing of the two suspects was
calculated to destroy evidence
against Taylor.

COTE d’IVOIRE
     Political and communal
violence since December 1999
eroded Cote d’Ivoire’s stability and
reputation of hosting large
numbers of Liberian refugees; and
other African immigrants from
Burkina Faso, Mali and Guinea.
The unstable political climate and
anti-foreigners sentiment and

violence caused refugee flow into
neighboring states; including
Liberia, already consumed by
armed insurgency.
    In the mid 1990s, Liberian
refugees who fled to Cote d’Ivoire
reached about 300,000. About a
hundred thousand were repatriated
between 1996 and 2000 after the
inauguration of Charles Taylor as
President of Liberia. Decline in
security conditions forced about
15,000 new refugees into Cote
d’Ivoire during the same period. At
the end of 2001, approximately
90,000 Liberian refugees lived in
Cote d’Ivoire, about 2000 Sierra
Leonean refugees and at least
1000 urban refugees from a score
of other countries sought refuge in
the country.
    When the Ivorian civil war
erupted in September 2002,
refugees and foreign residents
became targets of armed and
localized attacks. Pro-government
militias set blockades and
reportedly harassed foreign
residents and refugees.
      In a rather dramatic change,
the Ivorian Government’s refugee
agency known as the Service for
Aid and Assistance to Refugees
and Stateless persons was
transferred from the Interior
Ministry to the Defense Ministry.
This change can logically be
interpreted as measure to put
refugees and foreign residents
under the direct check of the
military, they were perceived as
security risk. It can be recalled that
10,000 immigrants from
neighboring Burkina Faso fled from
Southwest Cote d’Ivoire due to
increased violence against them.
     At the twist of events, Ivorians
were forced to run into other forced
to run into other countries as
refugees. In 2002 some 20,000
were refugees in Liberia, at least
2000 in Guinea, 1000 in Mali and
2000 spread in other countries.
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The visit of the UN High
Commissioner for

Refugees, former Dutch Prime
Minister Ruud Lubbers to West
Africa in May this year, was one
of great expectations for over a
million refugees in the sub-
region. The UNHCR Boss’ eight
day, five-country mission to West
Africa took him to Cote d’Ivoire,
Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Guinea. These countries host
some four hundred thousand
refugees. The visit of the High
Commissioner was therefore
critical for a region inundated by
persistent violent conflicts and
wars. Some of the key problems
of refugees in this region are
insufficient protection from both the
UNHCR and host governments,
international apathy which
exposes refugees to danger in
countries of asylum, understaffing
of UNHCR country missions and
incapacity to speedily address
refugee needs, and the general
issue of security.
      Such high profile visit though
belated, can be considered as
necessary to re-focus international
attention to the forgotten sub-
region. The situations in
Afghanistan and Iraq had for some
time captured the energies, funds
and attention of the big powers and
the United Nations, those refugee-
situations in Africa, and West
Africa in particular became
insignificant. Refugees in the
sub-region have not
experienced the speed and
urgency with which the
international community and
refugee agencies can
proficiently respond to
complex humanitarian
emergencies; as was the
case of refugees in Kosovo
and East Timor. One thing is

UN High Commissioner in W est Africa: Any Hope for Refugees?
By G. Roosevelt T ule

however clear, that the
international community is capable
of quickly and generously
responding to the sufferings of
refugees and internally displaced
persons.
       What then does the visit of
the High Commissioner mean for
the region? Will it change the way
African refugees are being
mistreated?  Let’s retrospect. In
1999 UNHCR spent about eleven
cent ($0.11) per refugee per day
in Africa, compared with the
average of one dollar and twenty-
three cents ($1.23) spent in the
Balkans – ten times what is spent
on an African refugee. In 1996
when thousands of Liberian
refugees, fleeing blood-bath in
Monrovia were stranded on high
sea, US military ships off the
coast of Monrovia only watched
passively.
     Another striking face to the
international community’s
selectivity is clearly demonstrated

by the Afghanistan scenario.
Even though the refugee crisis
in West Africa predated
Afghanistan for over a decade;
in 2001 the international
community assisted refugees
from Afghanistan in a way that
affected humanitarian aid to
refugees worldwide that by
generating a $126 million funding
crisis. Africa in particular suffered

the effect. The presence of the
High Commissioner for Refugees
in West Africa heralds a hope.
Whether or not the refugees will
benefit is yet to be seen.
     The coming of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees is not
the first of such high profile visit.
In January, the UN Secretary
General’s Humanitarian Envoy for
the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire, Carolyn
McAskie held a month-long visit
to the region. The visit was
prompted by concerns for the well
being of Liberian refugees at the
refugee camp Nicla in Cote
d’Ivoire, who were discriminated
against since the out break of
violence. Since that visit, the
situation remained the same,
compelling thousands to flee.
Security and humanitarian
concerns for refugees in the sub-
region remain paramount. To
improve the conditions of refugees
in West Africa and other parts of
Africa, the UNHCR as the

authoritative refugee agency
must rallied support and
assistance for Africa.
Lubber’s frank assessment
of the Liberian problem and
the call for Taylor to step
aside is plausible. More
needs to be done to save the
sub-region, create regional
stability and peace for
refugees to return to
countries of origin.
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Once more, the West African
state of Liberia has fallen

into the abyss of full-scale war,
as rebel forces and troops loyal
to President Charles Taylor
battle for control of the capital,
Monrovia. The two rebel groups
– Liberians United for Democracy
(LURD) and the Movement for
Democracy in Liberia (MODEL)
started their guerrilla wars against
the Taylor regime in 1999 and
2003, respectively. In May this
year, the two rebel groups LURD
and MODEL, with the apparent
backing of Guinea and Cote
d’Ivoire intensified their fight to oust
the government of President Tay-
lor.
     The bloody battle to dethrone
a sitting Liberian president unfolds
another déjà vu in the country’s
political history, as it is reminis-
cent of Taylor’s rebel war to re-
move late president Doe from
power in 1990. Like Taylor, Doe
was nearing the completion of his
presidential term when the war
was unleashed and his resignation
demanded. This precedence and
Taylor’s indictment as war crimi-
nal, neutralize Taylor’s claim to
constitutional authority and conti-
nuity.
     The upsurge of hostilities in
May necessitated the appointment
of Gen. Adusalam Abubakar, by
the current ECOWAS Chairman,
Ghanaian President   John Kufuor,
to mediate between the of rebels
and the Government of Liberia. As
a result of diplomatic and interna-
tional pressure, the Liberians
United For Democracy (LURD)
and Movement for democracy in
Liberia (MODEL) rebels rescinded
positions not to participate in the
Liberian peace talk in Accra.
Taylor’s earlier refusal to dialogue
with rebels was also reversed.

     Hence on June 4 the Liberian
Peace Talk (supported by the UN,
EU and the international
community) officially started at the
Accra International Conference
Center, under the guidance of
ECOWAS. The continuation of the
Liberian problem, in part has been
blamed on ECOWAS. The
inability of the sub-regional body
to have vigorously and
consistently enforced compliance
to the Abuja accord (which paved
the way for elections in Liberia) led
to non-implementation of very
essential post-election
components of the treaty. The
cardinal aspect of restructuring of
the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL),
to reflect ethnic and geo-political
balance and professional control
was abandoned to Taylor.
Eventually, the Liberian autocrat
dishonorably ejected the
ECOWAS Peace Monitoring
Group (ECOMOG) and infused his
rebel henchmen into the AFL, at
the exclusion and retirement of
soldiers who are non-NPFL
affiliates. However, this was not a
new phenomenon, as Taylor out
rightly rejected ECOWAS
intervention in 1990 and referred
to ECOMOG as an occupation
force.
     Although the Accra Conference
on Liberia was graced by the
presence of African Union’s

Chairman, South African President
Thabo Mbeki; Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo; Sierra
Leone’s Tejan Kabbah; Laurent
Gbabou of Cote d’Ivoire; and host
President, and ECOWAS
Chairman John Kufuor, Charles
Taylor’s arrival and the opening
of the conference were
beclouded by the indictment of
President Taylor as a war
criminal. The United Nations
Special Tribunal on Sierra Leone
issued the indictment and arrest
warrant of Taylor to the

Government of Ghana. Faced with
the dilemma of arrest, Taylor in his
usual chicanery, promised to form
a government of National Unity (to
include the two rebel
organizations). Taylor was trusted
by his colleagues and given a safe
passage back to Monrovia on a
Ghana Airways plane.
     With an agreement on
ceasefire and hostilities signed on
June 17 and peace talks ongoing
in Ghana, Liberia swelters with
immeasurable violence. The
ceasefire agreement, which calls
for the formation of a transitional
government, devoid of the current
President was bridged rendering
Monrovia besieged by carnage.
Taylor, contrary to the June 4
declaration and the ceasefire
agreement insists on ending his
term and turning over to his vice
president in January 2004. In
effect, the talks in Ghana are
meaningless to Mr. Taylor. The
presence of an International
stabilization force to ensure
compliance to the agreement by
all parties is therefore an urgent
imperative. The United States,
Liberia’s traditional ally must take
the lead, by replicating the British
and French initiatives in Sierra
Leone and Cote d’Ivoire,
respectively to restore peace to
Liberia. The United States needs
to move beyond platitude to
concrete action in Liberia. This will

LIBERIA In Crisis Again:
Any Prospect for Peace?
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The West Africa Network for
Peacebuilding (WANEP) has

integrated into its programs, the
Natural Resource Conflict
Management (NRCM) program of
the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). The NRCM is
part of the global Livelihoods
Support Program, which is
supported by the United
Kingdom’s Department for
International Development (DFID).
The program seeks to improve the
impact of FAO and partner agency
interventions at the country level
through the application of
sustainable livelihood approaches.
      The NRCM program intends to
develop and promote cross
sectored and sector specific
conflict management methods,
tools: training materials and
coalition networks to assist
stakeholder groups in forestry, land
and fisheries sectors. The design
of the program is to develop
training materials for natural
resource conflict management that
can eventually be adapted and
used by conflict management
practitioners and trainers in other
countries of the world. The training
program starting with the fisheries,
land and forestry sectors will be
field-tested with interested
partners from Ghana and later
revised based on the results and
feedback.
      The program is targeted at
managers; supervisors and
decision makers of national and
international NGOs, Government
agencies as well as academic/
research institutions working with
natural resource management will
also be involved.
      The program has duration of

WANEP Host s FAO in Natural Resource
Conflict Management Program

five years, with an initial testing
phase of twelve months (1 year)
for the training program. The
training program is sub-divided into
three parts, with the timeframe of
ten days followed by fieldwork to
conflict areas; during which
materials developed will be tested
and trainees mentored through the
process.
       The Advisory Committee of
the NRCM program met on June
17. The meeting focused on the
three core aspects of the program:

1. Work plan for the period;
2. Training manual; and
3. Monitoring & Evaluation

Framework
    The Advisory Committee
include: Care International, SNV
(Dutch Development
Organization), World Vision,
Ghana’s Ministry of Agriculture
(Fisheries Division), University for
Development Studies (Tamale,
Ghana), Forestry Commission/
Ghana, Extension Division of
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural
Resource management Platform,
WANEP, two Representatives
from FAO Regional Office and
RAFS.
        The program is funded by
DFID, and implemented by FAO
and the West Africa Network for
Peacebuilding (WANEP), which
has been selected as the host
institution. WANEP will provide
training and counseling support to
many networks upon completion
of the NRCM program. WANEP
will further distribute lessons learnt
from the program throughout
Ghana and through its
demonstrated existing network of
partners throughout the sub-region.

be the historic redemption to its
image, because what it dismissed
in 1990 as a domestic problem in
Liberia, has not only assumed
sub-regional dimension, has
disrupted sub regional peace and
stability.
      The call for Taylor to step down
and submit to the War crime
tribunal needs to be supported.
African international relations
must be strengthened in the
context of respect for international
law. The call by ECOWAS
Chairman for the dropping of the
indictment against Taylor is
therefore unfortunate, as it will
encourage the culture of impunity.
That no one is above the law, must
apply here. ECOWAS Leaders
need to move decisively and
promptly to save Liberia and the
sub-region.  The concept  ‘nobody
is above the law does not preclude
presidents, for justice has not
limits.
      The failure of Ghana to arrest
Charles Taylor in Ghana seems
now a factor of opportunity
missed.  The argument of timing
is shabby. Almost every country
in the sub-region accused the
Liberian leader of involvement in
conflict in other West African
states. It is expedient for Mr. Taylor
to exonerate himself or face the
just consequence of his action?
Only then will the world know
whether Liberia under Taylor was
a breeding ground for mercenary
activities in the sub-region.
Anything short means,
continuation of war and the
suffering of the Liberian people;
and the holding of fruitless peace
conferences. The prospect of
peace for Liberia and the sub-
region is the removal of the Liberian
tyrant; which the Accra
Conference with the participation
and acquiescence of the Liberian
government delegation endorsed.
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THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES IN WEST AFRICA

Significant numbers of West
Africans involuntarily flee their

homes because of wars, ethnic,
communal or political conflicts.
They are forced to cross borders,
leaving behind everything,
sometimes including much closed
relatives and loved ones. These
people take along the trauma
caused by unlimited savagery and
human callousness. Parting with
land of nativity, in such
unexpected and bizarre manner,
marks the beginning of a journey
into the unknown.
     Such persons assume new
identity – refugee ,
which estranges them
in the new
c o m m u n i t i e s .
Obviously, their well-
being automatically
slip out of their control,
if not entirely the
a u t o m a t i c
responsibility of willing
donor states and
friendly governments;
in collaboration with
the United Nations
Refugee Agency, the
UNHCR. In short, they rely on
handouts. Unfortunately, the
refugees are most of the time
unwelcome by local residents and
often face harsh resentments,
intimidation and harassment. They
are not normally allowed to work.
As a result, the only means
available to uphold the refugee’s
right to a livelihood is international
humanitarian assistance.
Sometimes, the much needed
refugee assistance does not reach
the targeted groups, due to
continued fighting, diversion of
relief items and funds by aid
workers and corrupt state
bureaucrats.

     Usually, the so-called donor
fatigue and UNHCR’s budget
constraint lead to downsizing relief
aid or total abrogation of support
to refugees. This is the fate
Liberian refugees in Ghana have
suffered since 1998, when ration
was distributed to category of
refugees considered “most
vulnerable.”   Two years later,
Liberian refugees were
declassified as refugee, therefore
on 30 June 2000, all assistance
to them were withdrawn. The
declassification of the refugees
exposed them to harassment as

they were seen as people refusing
to return to their country. That
UNHCR did not clearly consider
the repercussions of the decision
caused refugees humiliation.
Although the UNHCR resumed its
activities late last year, the
refugees fend for themselves,
making life quite unbearable for
thousands.
     While crimes, prostitutions,
etc, are not justified alternatives
ways of life, some refugees are
forced into them for mere survival.
The most effective counteraction
is for the UNHCR to constructively
engage refugees in skill-training,
educational, vocational and

business ventures which will
redirect their focus. Anything short
of that will make many hopeless.
In an investigation published in
2002 by UNHCR and Save the
Children Federation/United
Kingdom, ‘young refugee girls in
West Africa are vulnerable to
sexual exploitation as they seek
money to help feed and clothe
themselves and pay for health care
and education.’ This problem,
amongst others, needs to be
addressed forth-right instead of
blaming refugees, and host
government making refugees-

unfriendly policies, taking
actions or punishing all
refugees based mere on
presumption of collective
guilt.
     Another terrible fate
refugee and immigrant
communities in West
Africa suffer is the
suspicion that they pose
security risk to host
countries. In 1999, almost
10,000 immigrants from
Burkina Faso living in
Cote d’Ivoire fled

southwest Cot d’Ivoire because of
systematic violence against them
by Ivorians. On February 23 this
year, armed security personnel
from the Ghana Armed Forces,
Ghana Police Service and the
Ghana Immigration Service
thronged the Buduburam Camp
(home of some 40,000 Liberian
refugees) with a military helicopter
hovering overhead. All male
occupants (above 15 years) were
ordered to the main football field,
where they remain for hours under
the excruciating sun.  True, every
government has the right to
question foreign nationals who
have not followed the requisite

By:  G. Roosevelt T ule
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legal procedures for residency, but
to target specific nationals is
xenophobia. The conduct of
governments as far as refugees
and foreign residents are
concerned, must be guided by
international laws and respect for
humanity. This brings in the issue
of refugee identity. State
bureaucracies and UNHCR
formalities are often so
cumbersome or intentionally
protracted that the cost of
commuting between offices
ground refugee in frustration.
     Unless refugees are properly
registered, identified and given
identity cards, distinguishing illegal
aliens from genuine refugees and
asylum seekers will remain
problematic, and the usual victim
will remain the poor refugees. So,
the fact that conflicts persist in
West Africa means more
refugees, and by extension more
trouble to the refugees. The point
to be emphasizes here is that,
when host governments face
national security concerns or
experience rise in crimes, refugees
are made the scapegoats or
sacrificial lambs. A host country
then turns into slaughter house,
prison or another war zone.
    The plight of West African
refugees must therefore capture
the attention Heads of State and
Government in the sub-region,
Policy-makers in ECOWAS, Africa
Union, and the United Nations.
Efforts to ensure compliance to
international refugee and
humanitarian laws, and other
conventions and protocols on
refugees must be applied; so that
countries of asylum become
conduits for refugee transformation
and integration into civil society.

WANEP Opens Office
In ECOWAS Secret ariat

The West Africa Network for
Peacebuilding (WANEP)

has assumed its place in the
ECOWAS Secretariat as official
representative of Civil Society
Organizations in West Africa.
This position brings WANEP,
West Africa’s largest network for
peace building into a vantage
point for influencing the way
ECOWAS will intervene in con-
flict.
      WANEP will be specifically
involved in Capacity Building in
Conflict Prevention for
ECOWAS and Civil Society Or-
ganizations.
    Since the inception of the
Liberian crisis in 1990, the sub-
regional body has been en-
gaged in peacekeeping and
conflict resolution. With the
presence of WANEP at the
ECOWAS Secretariat, the sub-
continent will now have a new
focus, which is conflict preven-
tion - less expensive and most
effective.  Countries in West
Africa have spent many re-
sources on trying to end con-
flicts, some of which seem un-
ending. WANEP will therefore
give a new impetus to the op-
erational working of ECOWAS
relative to conflicts in the region.

     To effectively carry out the
task, WANEP has appointed
a Liaison Officer to ECOWAS
in Abuja, Nigeria. He is Takwa
Zebulon Suifon from
Cameroon. Takwa joined the
Peace family in 1998, and
has been a WANEP staff,
serving in several capacities
since 2000. He has distin-
guished himself as an early
warning analyst for West Af-
rica, especially during the
Cote d’Ivoire crisis.
        Upon taking office on
April 14, amidst the fervor of
presidential and gubernato-
rial elections in Nigeria, the
tasks of the Liaison Officer for
the period was the assess-
ment of ECOWAS Protocol on
Conflict Prevention, Manage-
ment, Democracy and Good
Governance. Meeting to de-
velop a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between
ECOWAS and WANEP was
also held. The MOU was
drafted pending input and
endorsement from ECOWAS.
The visibility of WANEP within
ECOWAS has been estab-
lished, as formal meetings
with ECOWAS and the inter-
national community has be-
come successful.
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Building Relationships for Peace

29th March – 3 rd April
WANEP provided
organisational and institutional
to SEP in Cameroon.

30th March – 2 nd April
WANEP conducted a Training
of Trainers under the
Proventive Peacebuilding
programme in Nigeria

31 March – 4 April
WANEP revised the module
for Training of Monitors in
Lagos, Nigeria

9th – 13th April
WANEP facilitated a capacity
building workshop in Burkina
Faso.

9th – 17th April
WANEP’s women’s program
presented a paper on link
between political transitions
and engendered forms of
violence in South Africa.

25th – 30th April
WANEP conducted a 5-day
training workshop for 20
Teachers in Ghana under its
Active Non-violence and
Peace Education programme.

27th April – 3 rd May
WANEP assisted the piloting
committee to continue the
process of setting up the
Senegal Network under the
Capacity Building Programme
of WANEP.

29th April – 3 rd May
WANEP’s through the
women’s program facilitated
Gender, peacekeeping &
peacebuilding training

sessions for UNITAR in South
Africa on Consultancy basis.

5th – 10th  May
WANEP facilitated  a
workshop on Conflict
Prevention organised by
CARITAS International
Training for Francophone
West Africa.

12th – 16th May
WANEP conducted an MRU
Assessment through a
preparatory training for
researchers in the MRU for the
CWS assessment project in
consultation with the Christian
and inter-religious councils in
Guinea, Conakry

12th – 19th May
WANEP gave support to the
National Collaborative
Peacebuilding Sierra Leone
(NCP-SL) Office, Freetown in
the recruitment of a National
Network Coordinator under the
Capacity Building Programme
of WANEP

18th May – 1st June
WANEP participated in a
conference in Canada on
Collaborative Peacebuilding in
West Africa.

24th – 28th May
WANEP was invited by the
University of Ibadan to present
a paper on lessons learned
from building women’s peace
networks.

26th – 28th May
WANEP made a field trip to
Togo and facilitated an
envisioning workshop for the

WANEP-Togo National
Network.

25th – 31st May
WANEP conducted a Training
of Trainers workshop for 22 its
Active Non-violence and
Peace Education programme.

30th May – 3 rd June
WANEP through its women’s
programme, WIPNET was
invited to facilitate sessions on
UN resolution 1325 on women
peace and security in Kenya,
a workshop organized by
Urgent Action Fund.

1st – 5th June
WANEP through its Capacity
Building Programme helped
finalise efforts for the location
of a WANEP-Ghana
(GHANEP) office, to orientate
and introduce the newly
appointed National Network
Coordinator to GHANEP
members, and facilitate the
constitution of an interim
Advisory Council/Board
pending a formal AGM.

2nd – 6th June
WANEP through its Active
Non-violence and Peace
Education programme
conducted a 5-dayTraining of
Trainers workshop for 22
Teachers in Abidjan.

4th June
WANEP through its women’s
programmes organised a
Peaceful Mass Action during
the Liberian Peace Talks in
Accra, Ghana.  120 women
attended the Mass Action.

4th – 8th June
WANEP participated as West

SUMMARY OF EVENTS 2nd  QUARTER 2003
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Building Relationships for Peace
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Africa Regional Initiator for the
“Role of Civil Society and
NGOs in the Prevention of
Armed Conflict Programme” at
the International Preparatory
meeting in Soesterberg, the
Netherlands under the
partnership with the European
Centre for Conflict Prevention
(ECCP).

5th June
WANEP-Benin was launched
through the financial support of
CRS-Benin.

9th – 13th June
WANEP through its Capacity
Building Programme
conducted induction and
orientation for the newly
employed National Network
Coordinator and procured and
supplied communication
equipment (Computer, Printer)
and office furniture.

11th June
WANEP through its women’s
programme, WIPNET
organised a Forum for the
Liberian Women present at the
Peace talks in Akossombo,
Ghana.

11th – 19th June
WANEP conducted a field
assessment of progress of
WIPNET-Senegal programme
and had a strategic meeting
with Oxfam America to
discuss and plan for the next
phase of Oxfam America’s
support for the programme.

17th June
WANEP hosted the first major
Advisory Committee meeting

of the NRCMP.

21st June
WANEP held a formal dinner
meeting with the Deputy
Executive Secretary for
Political Affairs of ECOWAS
and Program Manager of the
E C O W A S - W A N E P
partnership under its Capacity
Building Programme.

23rd – 27th  June
WANEP through its Active
Non-violence and Peace
Education programme
conducted a 5-day Peer
Mediation training for 36
students in Sierra Leone.

22nd June –1 st  July
The Programme Manager of
the CBP programme attended
a Summer Course sponsored
by CRS at the Kroc Institute for
International Peace at the
University of Notre Dame,
USA.

FLASH POINT

Once more WANEP
strengthens its human
resource capacity;

· It expanded its core
programmes, adding to the
list  the Natural Resource
Conflict Management
programme which is
coordinated by Ruby
Dagadu  (Mrs.);
· Two interns were
employed; Nicholai Lidow
from the US, assists in the
Early Warning program
(WARN), and Deborah
Adzrah  from Ghana
attached to the Capacity

Building Program (CBP).
Also, WANEP bids farewell to
the following staff:
Wilfred Brown , who served
as Senior  Accountant since
2001; and Prisca T etteh ,
served as Administrative
Assistant for the Capacity
Building Program.
Victoria Kumbour , served as
Desk Officer for the Civil
Society Program.


